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A Joint Light Tactical Vehicle climbs 
terrain at the Transportation and 
Demonstration Support Area on 
Marine Corps Base Quantico, Va. 

Problems plague 
military’s newest 
tactical vehicles 

By Phillip Walter Wellman 

Stars and Stripes 

The military’s latest ground 
vehicle isn’t ideally suited for the 
field, with one variant in particular 
unlikely to be able to accomplish its 
missions, a recent Pentagon assess¬ 
ment said. 

The Joint Light Tactical Vehicle 
was selected to replace older and 
more vulnerable Humvees, pre¬ 
dominantly in the Army and Marine 
Corps, because of improvements in¬ 
cluding better blast protection and 
greater mobility. 

However, a host of problems in 
areas like maintenance, reliability 
and safety has meant the JLTVs are 
less desirable than older vehicles in 
some circumstances, according to 
an annual report by the Director of 
Operational Test and Evaluation for 
the Defense Department which was 
released to Congress on Jan. 31. 

“All JLTV (versions) are not op¬ 
erationally suitable because of defi¬ 
ciencies,” the report said. 

It said that all variants of the ve¬ 
hicle — the General Purpose, Heavy 
Guns Carrier, Close Combat Weap¬ 
ons Carrier and Utility versions 
— were considered “not operation¬ 
ally suitable” due to problems in 
reliability, maintainability, training, 
manuals, crew safety and situational 
awareness.” 

The most heavily armed version of 
the vehicle, the Close Combat Weap¬ 
ons Carrier, was singled out as “not 
operationally effective.” 

SEE VEHICLES ON PAGE 3 
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Okinawa voters say no to Futenma relocation 


By Matthew M. Burke 

AND AYA ICHIHASHI 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — 
Just over half of Okinawa’s 1.15 
million registered voters turned 
out Sunday to deliver a resound¬ 
ing “no” vote in a referendum on 
the plan to relocate Marine Corps 
Air Station Futenma. 

Out of the 601,733 voters who 
turned out, 434,149 — or ap¬ 
proximately 72 percent — voted 
against the reclamation of land 
in Oura Bay at Camp Schwab for 
a new military runway. The plan 
is to close Futenma and relocate 
Marine air operations to Heno- 
ko on Okinawa’s less populated 
northern coast. 

The vote is sure to further 
complicate matters for Japan’s 
central government, which has 
pushed forward with the project 
for decades despite a persistent 
local protest movement. 


Construction of the runway is 
already underway, and Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe has said the 
relocation project will continue 
regardless of the referendum. 

“We have been holding dia¬ 
logue with people in Okinawa for 
a long time and intend to keep 
doing so to seek their understand¬ 
ing,” he told reporters a day after 
the vote, Kyodo News service re¬ 
ported Monday. But it “cannot be 
postponed any further.” 

The referendum was the brain¬ 
child of the Henoko Referendum 
Group, which began collecting 
signatures at local supermarkets 
in May, group Chairman Jin- 
shiroh Motoyama told Stars and 
Stripes last year. By July, the 
group had collected more than 
100,000 signatures, about 76,000 
more than needed to put the issue 
on the ballot. 

Anti-base signs seemed to ap¬ 
pear on every street corner in the 
weeks ahead of the vote. Besides 




Courtesy of Kyodo News/AP 


A woman casts her vote in a 
referendum at a polling station 
in Nago, Okinawa, on Sunday. 

the 434,149 votes against the rec¬ 
lamation work at Henoko, 114,908 
voted in favor of the move and 
52,676 were undecided. 

Per the referendum, if the ma¬ 
jority vote is greater than 25 per¬ 
cent of all registered voters, then 


Gov. Denny Tamaki must report 
the result to Abe and U.S. Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump. The “no” 
votes, in this case, tallied about 
38 percent of registered voters. 

Marine officials could not be 
reached for comment Monday 
afternoon. 

The local arm of Japan’s Min¬ 
istry of Defense, the Okinawa 
Defense Bureau, declined to 
comment on the vote, saying it 
was “local governance.” 

Japan’s chief Cabinet secretary, 
Yoshihide Suga, told reporters 
Friday that Tokyo would continue 
the construction with “persistent 
effort.” Defense Minister Takeshi 
Iwaya said Tuesday that Japan’s 
central government would not en¬ 
tertain moving the approximate¬ 
ly 30,000 U.S. troops stationed 
in Okinawa off the island due to 
Okinawa’s strategic importance. 

“Okinawa is a key location for 
Japan’s security and a deterrent 


in the region,” Iwaya said. “Japan 
will make sure to return Futen¬ 
ma back to Okinawa to reduce the 
burden of hosting U.S. bases.” 

He added that it was the cen¬ 
tral government’s responsibility 
to close Futenma due to safety 
concerns. 

Gov. Denny Tamaki — who was 
elected in September on an anti¬ 
base platform — told Stars and 
Stripes in a statement Monday 
that the referendum showed the 
will of the Okinawan people and 
must be respected. 

“Tokyo must take this result 
sincerely and they must recon¬ 
sider their idea that, ‘Henoko is 
the only [option],’ and stop the 
construction,” he said. They must 
“discuss and resolve the root 
of the issue; closing the MCAS 
Futenma and return the land to 
Okinawa as soon as possible.” 

burke.matt@stripes.com 

ichihashi.aya@stripes.com 


Marine Corps commandant orders review of housing conditions 


By Matthew M. Burke 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 
— The Marine Corps comman¬ 
dant has ordered commanders to 
request site visits at all housing 
for Marines and sailors in their 
charge after congressional testi¬ 
mony and media reports detailed 
deficiencies at bases around the 
world. 

Gen. Robert Neller ordered the 
review in a white letter tweeted 
by Neller and the Marine Corps 
on Friday and addressed to all 
command generals, officers, of- 


ficers-in-charge and senior en¬ 
listed leaders. 

Requests for site visits to every 
residence in government housing, 
privatized military housing and 
off-base civilian rentals are to take 
place by April 15, the letter states. 
Participation by servicemembers 
and their families is voluntary. 

“I think it would be great for 
commanders to come out and 
take a look at things, and if there 
is a problem put a policy in place 
to get things fixed,” Lance Cpl. 
Warrens Remy, of Marine Fight¬ 
er Attack Squadron 121 at Marine 
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, 


said Monday. 

The purpose of the visits is to 
raise the Marine Corps’ aware¬ 
ness of living conditions and en¬ 
sure servicemembers’ health and 
safety, identify maintenance or 
safety issues and ensure service- 
members and their families are 
aware of support processes and 
available programs, the letter 
stated. 

“The center of gravity of our 
readiness is our Marines and 
their families — caring for them 
is fundamental to our ethos,” 
Neller wrote. “This commitment 
requires understanding their liv¬ 


ing conditions.” 

Neller said commanders will 
use the Marine Housing Out¬ 
reach Program to accomplish 
their goal. 

Marine officials on Okinawa 
did not respond to requests seek¬ 
ing details Monday. 

However, similar initiatives at 
bases across the Pacific and Eu¬ 
rope in recent weeks have meant 
site visits and town hall meetings 
where servicemembers and their 
families could ask commanders 
questions and describe the condi¬ 
tions where they live. 

The series of initiatives was the 


result of congressional testimony 
Feb. 13 about military housing 
and reports by Reuters that found 
housing at many U.S. bases was 
run-down and unsafe. 

“I expect commanders to know 
where their Marines and Sailors 
are living and to actively advocate 
on their behalf,” Neller wrote. 
“Our members and their families 
should know their leaders care 
for their well-being and are both 
ready and willing to help.” 

Stars and Stripes correspondent James 
Bolinger contributed to this report. 
burke.matt@stripes.com 
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French aircraft 
carrier set for 
lengthy patrol 



Ford WiLLiAMs/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


A Rafale multirole fighter takes off from the French aircraft carrier Charles de Gaulle in the 
Mediterranean Sea on Feb. 8. 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

France will soon send its 
Charles de Gaulle aircraft car¬ 
rier on a “long-term deployment” 
through the Mediterranean, 
northern Indian Ocean and the 
Pacific, the French Ministry of 
Defense announced Friday. 

Two frigates, a nuclear attack 
submarine and an oil tanker will 
join the carrier in a strike group, 
which will be “occasionally rein¬ 
forced in some areas” by a new 
type of multi-mission frigate, 
or FREMM, an anti-submarine 
frigate and a maritime patrol 
aircraft. 

The deployment will last sev¬ 
eral months and aims to “reaf¬ 
firm France’s presence in these 
areas,” according to the ministry 
statement. 

While the statement did not 
specify how long the de Gaulle 
and its strike group would remain 
at sea, Japan’s public broadcast¬ 


ing service NHK reported Friday 
that the deployment would begin 
in March and last nearly five 
months. 

By deploying its carrier strike 
group, France aims to “reinforce 
[its] assessment of the situation” 
in the Indo-Pacific region, “inter¬ 
vene to address regional security 
issues as appropriate,” develop 
its ability to cooperate with other 
militaries and “strengthen stra¬ 
tegic partnerships,” the Defense 
Ministry said in the statement. 

The U.S., which homeports the 
USS Ronald Reagan at Yokosuka 
Naval Base, Japan, regularly 
deploys that carrier and others 
throughout the Pacific. 

It also conducts frequent free- 
dom-of-navigation operations to 
challenge what the Navy calls 
China’s “excessive maritime 
claims” in the South and East 
China seas. 

The French navy plans to in¬ 
teract with several allies while 


at sea, including with ships from 
the Royal Navy, the Royal Dan¬ 
ish Navy and the Portuguese 
navy, according to the Defense 
Ministry. 

“American and Australian 
ships will also strengthen the 
carrier group throughout its mis¬ 
sion,” it said in the statement. 
“This international dimension 
of the [Charles de Gaulle strike 
group] thus testifies to the high 
level of cooperation and trust be¬ 
tween the Allied navies and our 
Navy.” 

The deployment announcement 
came two weeks after France’s 
neighbors across the English 
Channel revealed the United 


Kingdom will send its HMS 
Queen Elizabeth aircraft carrier 
to the Pacific Ocean in 2021 with 
U.S. F-35 Lightning II stealth 
fighters on board. 

France in June joined Britain 
for a joint freedom-of-navigation 
operation near the Mischief, Sub 
and Fiery Cross reefs that China 
claims in the Spratly islands, ac¬ 
cording to a Sept. 14 report by 
The Diplomat. The Royal Navy in 
August conducted a similar patrol 
near the Parcel Islands claimed 
by Beijing. 

Named after the World War II 
French Resistance leader and 
former president, the Charles de 
Gaulle is the world’s only operat¬ 


ing nuclear-powered carrier not 
owned by the United States. 

The carrier earlier this month 
participated in France’s FANAL 
2019 exercise. The U.S. Navy’s 
USS Donald Cook and Spain’s 
Crisobal Colon frigate joined 
in the training, which sought to 
practice “aeromaritime opera¬ 
tions in many fields of flight,” ac¬ 
cording to the Defense Ministry. 

While France has sent smaller 
vessels through the Pacific on pa¬ 
trols since 2014, its 2001-commis- 
sioned carrier does not frequently 
deploy for long periods. 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos 


Vehicles: Military crews reported blind spots 
and difficult doors with troubled tactical vehicle 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

That version “provides less ca¬ 
pability to engage with threats 
with the Tube-launched, Opti¬ 
cally-tracked, Wire-guided mis¬ 
siles” over the older Humvees, 
the report said, adding “the mis¬ 
sile reload process is slow and 
difficult for crews.” 

Blind spots around all JLTV 
variants resulted in poor vis¬ 
ibility for crews, according to the 
report. 

Crews were also slowed exiting 
the vehicles by doors that didn’t 


open properly. 

The JLTVs will likely require 
more maintenance than older 
Humvees, with greater reliance 
on contractors. 

“Units cannot maintain the 
JLTV without support from the 
contractor field service represen¬ 
tatives due to vehicle complexity, 
ineffective training, poor manu¬ 
als and challenges with trouble¬ 
shooting the vehicle,” the report 
said. 

JLTVs have been touted as able 
to perform a broad range of mili¬ 
tary operations. 


But the vehicle’s larger physi¬ 
cal profile and its louder signa¬ 
ture increase its detectability, the 
report found. 

The program plans to procure 
approximately 49,099 vehicles for 
the Army, 9,091 for the Marines 
and 80 for the Air Force. 

The Director of Operational 
Test and Evaluation has called on 
the military to develop a plan to 
make the vehicles more effective, 
though many specific recommen¬ 
dations remain classified. 

wellman.phillip@stripes.com 
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A Joint Light Tactical Vehicle is showcased to 2 nd Marine Logistics 
Group last year at Camp Lejeune, N.C. 


6 US troops injured in Poland crash 


More people escape ISIS’ 
last holdout in eastern Syria 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — Six 
U.S. soldiers were injured in a 
traffic accident in Poland, where 
they were conducting a rou¬ 
tine mission, the military said 
Monday. 

The accident happened Sun¬ 
day in Karliki, a town in central 
Poland near the city of Zagan, 
which is one of the main hubs for 
the U.S. Army in the country. The 
soldiers were conducting a “rou¬ 
tine administrative movement” 


around 2 p.m. when the accident 
occurred, an Army statement 
said. 

The soldiers, who were taken 
to a local hospital for treatment, 
are assigned to the 21st Theater 
Sustainment Command based 
out of Kaiserslautern, Germany. 
A seventh soldier involved in the 
crash was not injured, the state¬ 
ment said. 

The conditions of the soldiers 
will not be released until all of 
the families have been notified, 
it said. No local citizens were in¬ 
jured during the accident. 


The 21st TSC is U.S. Army Eu¬ 
rope’s logistics command, which 
helps resupply forces forward 
positioned in Poland and other 
countries along NATO’s eastern 
flank. 

The Army is assisting local au¬ 
thorities as they investigate the 
accident, the 21st TSC said. 

“Our thoughts and prayers 
are with the soldiers and their 
families,” Maj. Selwyn Johnson, 
21st TSC spokesman, said in a 
statement. 

vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 


Associated Press 

OUTSIDE BAGHOUZ, Syria— 
Evacuations from the last pocket 
of territory held by Islamic State 
in eastern Syria have continued 
amid a standoff between the mili¬ 
tants and the U.S.-backed forces 
besieging them. 

More than 40 trucks carry¬ 
ing men, women and young boys 
were seen leaving the small patch 
of territory in the village of Bag- 
houz, near the border with Iraq. 

An estimated 300 ISIS mili¬ 


tants are besieged in Baghouz, 
hemmed in by the Euphrates 
River and the U.S.-backed Syrian 
Democratic Forces, a Kurdish- 
led militia spearheading the fight 
against ISIS following an intense 
push since September. 

Thousands of civilians have 
evacuated the area in recent 
weeks and continue to do so at a 
slower pace in the past few days, 
delaying an announcement of the 
extremist group’s territorial de¬ 
feat in Syria. 
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By Matthew M. Burke 
and Marcus Kloeckner 
Stars and Stripes 

F or nearly 40 years, Bill Burhans has 
steadfastly maintained he wasn’t 
drunk when, as an Air Force lieu¬ 
tenant colonel driving fellow U.S. 
military liaisons home from a holiday party 
with their Soviet counterparts in East Ger¬ 
many, he lost control of the car, careened up 
an embankment and slammed into a bus. 

When the car came to a stop on Dec. 
29, 1979, Air Force Lt. Col. James Tonge, 
Burhans’ passenger, called to him to move 
the car to the shoulder. But Burhans sat fro¬ 
zen, except for his trembling hands. 

It was as if he’d been “hit in the head with 
an ax at the slaughterhouse,” Tonge would 
later tell U.S. investigators in a sworn state¬ 
ment. “He didn’t respond at all,” Tonge 
said of Burhans, who at the time was set to 
replace him as deputy of the U.S. Military 
Liaison Mission. 

Based in Potsdam, near Berlin, the 
USMLM’s official mission was to serve as 
a liaison between the U.S. military com¬ 
mand and its Soviet counterpart in postwar 
Germany, but its personnel also gathered 
intelligence, monitored Soviet forces and 
reported on readiness throughout the Cold 
War era. French, British and Soviet liaison 
missions did similar work. 

After helping Burhans into the back seat, 
Tonge moved the car himself. 

Police arrived in minutes. The two men 
would say the Soviet officers, including 
some they suspected of being members of 
the Soviet’s Main Intelligence Directorate, 
had drugged them — a story that has re¬ 
mained unchanged in interviews for almost 
four decades. But the U.S. government did 
not believe them, treating it as a drunken- 
driving incident. Tonge and Burhans were 
fired and sent packing in disgrace. 

Now, recently discovered documents 
from the archives of the former East Ger¬ 
man state security service — the Stasi 
— prove Burhans’ and Tonge’s version of 
events. 

According to 250 pages of Stasi files ob¬ 
tained by Stars and Stripes from the Ger¬ 
man government, the Soviets plotted to 
target and discredit the men, then consid¬ 
ered “high-value targets,” culminating on 
the night of the crash. 

Documents reveal a cat-and-mouse game 
between the Cold War superpowers’ “mili¬ 
tary liaisons,” who were effectively spying 
on each other in the open. 

Both men, now in their 80s, and their sup¬ 
porters say they feel vindicated. 

“I was thunderstruck to see that Stasi re¬ 
port,” Burhans said after receiving a copy 
from Stars and Stripes. The incident “heav¬ 
ily impacted my marriage and returned me 
to civilian life.” 

The documents might not convince ev¬ 
eryone of their innocence, he said, but he 
was glad the information was finally com¬ 
ing to light. 


‘The friends’ 

For 40 years, from its founding in 1950 
until months after the fall of the Berlin Wall 
in 1989, the Stasi built an extensive network 
of 189,000 informants, or one in 20 mem¬ 
bers of the East German Communist Party, 
according to estimates in a 2008 study by 
historian Helmut Mueller-Enberg. 

After Germany was reunified in 1990, 
detailed Stasi records — enough paper¬ 
work to stretch 69 miles end-to-end, ac¬ 
cording to a government website — were 
made available to the public. Burhans and 
Tonge didn’t know about the release of the 
records at the time. 

The dossiers on the two men include 
mundane details of their daily lives but 
also reveal the extent to which the two were 
monitored by code-named informants — 
likely including East German cooks, clean¬ 
ing women and handymen who worked in 
the U.S. mission house in Potsdam. The in¬ 
formants eavesdropped on the Americans’ 
conversations, followed their movements 
and read their private mail. 



The Stasi started a dossier on Burhans 
when he first served as an MLM recon¬ 
naissance officer in July 1971, until June 
1975. They painted him as a bold officer 
with a knack for shaking his East German 
minders or turning the tables on them. 

On one occasion, when he was on a recon¬ 
naissance tour — the term used for MLM 
missions — Burhans shook a tail between 
Cottbus and Hornow, Germany, and man¬ 
aged to “not be under control for several 
hours,” one report states. Another time, he 
reportedly chased down the people tailing 
him and photographed them. 

“The only thing in our way was the crowd 
of soldiers,” Burhans later wrote of one 
incident involving an altercation with So¬ 
viet troops. The driver “simply plowed on 
through them in reverse,” and the pair got 


To view more photos of officers Bill 
Burhans and James Tonge, go to: 

stripes.com/go/soviets 


away, escaping almost certain detention. 

The Soviets monitored Burhans even 
after he returned to the U.S. in 1975, in¬ 
tercepting his letters and learning that 
he hoped to return to the mission. At one 
point, an informant reported that he might 
soon be promoted to lieutenant colonel and 
brought back. 

He did return in July 1979. By then, a 
Stasi plan was well underway to discredit 
Tonge, who had first served in Frankfurt 
in 1970 but didn’t join the USMLM until 
May 1976. 



A veneer of goodwill 

The U.S. and Soviet military missions 
were founded in 1947 as a two-way channel 
between the military commands in deter¬ 
mining the fate of postwar Germany. 

The 14 officers on each side were official¬ 
ly accredited as liaisons and often held so¬ 
cial functions meant to build relationships 
and open dialogue. 

“We celebrated New Year’s, Christmas; 
Thanksgiving there was a big dinner and 
[we] invited people. There was a 4th of July,” 
said Stephen Hoyt, current president of the 
USMLM Association and an instructor at 
the University of Maryland University Col¬ 
lege in Germany. 

But as relations soured, the missions 
began focusing on gathering intelligence on 
their adversaries. 

“For the longest time, the thought was the 
major function of the missions was to see 
whether or not there was going to be any 
kind of an invasion,” Hoyt said. “We would 
be able to see whether or not there were any 
indications of hostility.” 

They were essentially licensed spies, ac¬ 
cording to a 2013 U.S. Army history. Uni¬ 
formed and unarmed, they roamed each 
other’s territory in pairs, driving vehicles 
with distinctive license plates. 

As the only legally sanctioned U.S. repre¬ 
sentatives in East Germany, the American 
liaisons specialized in identifying and pho¬ 
tographing new Soviet military equipment, 
Hoyt said. But some areas, detailed on maps 
they carried, were specifically off-limits. 

Actions toward liaisons grew aggressive 
and continued that way well after Burhans 
and Tonge left. In 1984, the East Germans 
rammed a vehicle, killing French mission 
soldier Philippe Mariotti. A year later, the 
Soviets shot and killed U.S. Army Maj. Ar¬ 
thur Nicholson Jr., who was taking pictures 
of a remote Soviet tank shed. 

The plot 

Tonge’s Stasi minders found that he con¬ 
sistently ignored signs marking restricted 
areas. German Democratic Republic au¬ 
thorities were convinced he was a spy. 

The first known “action plan” against him 
is dated Jan. 10,1979, nearly a year before 
the fateful holiday party. 

“What to do against Tonge,” it states, 
above a list of tasks such as collecting dam¬ 
aging material to use against him. It also in¬ 
structs agents to work Tonge’s contacts and 
use every opportunity to talk to him or his 
spouse for reconnaissance purposes. The 
ultimate goal: “Block his active spy activity 
and secure spy material and technology.” 

The measures were not good enough in 
their initial stages, and the East Germans 
stepped up their drive to discredit the 
American, the Stasi files show. A document 
dated Oct. 20, 1980, notes that a “targeted 
measure” by the Soviets had, by the end of 
1979, sidelined him and Burhans. 

“Action against him was planned and 
executed,” the document states in Ger¬ 
man. “During a consultation with the So¬ 
viet friends concerning high value targets 
among USMLM members, it was disclosed 
that toward the end of 1979 (on Dec. 29,1979, 
to be exact), the friends had successfully 
carried out a targeted measure to discredit 
Tonge as well as his intended successor, Lt. 
Col. Burhans.” 

The document was signed by “Lt. Col. 
Klebow.” No further information is includ¬ 
ed on the “action” taken in the files. 

An unreal world 

For the American and Soviet liaisons, 
Dec. 29, 1979, had been a festive day, just 
days before the dawn of a new decade. 
Gifts were exchanged, food was eaten, sev¬ 
eral toasts were raised and vodka shots 
downed. 

After the merriment, Tonge and Army 
Maj. John Goff piled into a car with Burhans 
at the wheel and headed back toward West 
Berlin. 

SEE LIAISONS ON PAGE 5 

















Tuesday, February 26,2019 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 5 


MILITARY 



'niiidHEts f. ^ Midair! 


Photos 


Photos 


Above: Retired U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Bill Burhans, right, and retired U.S. Army 
Col. Tom Spencer, pose next to a U.S. Military Liaison Mission sign outside 
Burhans’ Texas home in 2018. The men have remained close since they 
reported being drugged by the Soviets in 1979 and 1981, respectively. Below: 
A photograph of the infrared search and track antenna system on the MiG-23ML 
Flogger-G is snapped by Burhans at then-Soviet Airfield on Oct. 10, 1979. 


Left: A USMLM vehicle is on a “reconnaissance tour” in Germany. Right: A Soviet checkpoint can be seen on the right hand side 
of Glienicke Bridge in this photo taken during retired U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. James Tonge’s tenure with the USMLM. 


Liaisons: Despite drug tests and 
denials, military wasn’t convinced 


tial or the lesser nonjudicial punishment. 
He took the latter. He was reassigned to 
his previous posting as deputy in the USAF 
Soviet Awareness Program at Bolling Air 
Force Base in Washington. 

“To my knowledge, there was no stan¬ 
dard operating procedure in place” to re¬ 
spond to being drugged, he said. “In my 
case, no one bothered to do any investi¬ 
gation other than to implement the (U.S. 
Command Berlin’s) directions” to pursue 
it as a drunken-driving case. 


A career killed 


The incident all but killed the career of a 
man whose friends described him as a ris¬ 
ing star. Burhans’ nonjudicial punishment 
was later thrown out and purged from his 
record by an Air Force official assigned to 
review the case, Burhans would later write. 
The lieutenant general had worked with 
Burhans in Potsdam and trusted his version 
of events, but the damage had been done. 

“I remained depressed, shut myself off 
from my wife and children and began to live 
in an unreal world,” Burhans, now 84 and 
living in Lake Kiowa, Texas, wrote to Stars 
and Stripes. He told ColdWarSpies.com in 
2007 that he became a “hopeless throwaway 
drunk.” After a stint in the hospital for men¬ 
tal health issues, he retired in 1985. 

Tonge was also accused of drunken driv¬ 
ing, he wrote in handwritten notes following 
the incident. U.S. Command Berlin ordered 
nonjudicial punishment, but an officer has to 
accept it. Tonge refused. They did not have 
enough evidence to pursue a court-martial. 

Though Tonge was promoted to colonel, 
he said he was forced into a dead-end as¬ 
signment in Wiesbaden, Germany, where 
he evaluated foreign scientific and techni¬ 
cal information until June 1983. He retired 
from the military in 1985. 

“I was humiliated and singled out,” Tonge 
told Stars and Stripes in December. “They 
relieved all three of us. Burhans suffered 
more than I did. There’s a bit of shame as¬ 
sociated when the government says, ‘You’re 
bad.’” 

Burhans and Tonge did not remain close, 
yet they remain forever linked. They agree 
that the discovery of their Stasi dossiers has 
helped to set the record straight and exon¬ 
erate them. 

“For me, the most unusual part of the 
story is finding written evidence that the 
Soviets drugged us,” said Tonge, now 85 
and living in Charleston, S.C. “It would 
have been good to have had that informa¬ 
tion when Berlin authorities were treating 
it as an ‘alcohol-related incident.’” 

In retrospect, Burhans said, despite the 
personal and professional price he paid 
following the 1979 incident, “I take it as a 
compliment that the Soviets considered me 
that much of a threat.” 

burke.matt@stripes.com 

kloeckner.marcus@stripes.com 


After driving three blocks, Burhans “ex¬ 
pertly” threaded the serpentine barriers of 
the Glienicke Bridge — dubbed the “bridge 
of spies” — connecting Potsdam and Ber¬ 
lin, pausing so guards could examine their 
credentials, Tonge told investigators after 
the crash. 

“The corners are quite tight and require 
perfect timing,” Tonge said in a sworn 
statement, after describing the border 
crossing’s slalom of thick tank barriers. 
“Lt. Col. Burhans navigated the course 
through the barriers with no problem.” 

Just past the checkpoint, Burhans lost 
control. Several bottles of vodka — gifts 
from their Soviet friends — were smashed 
in the accident, making the car and its oc¬ 
cupants reek of alcohol, Tonge said in a 
statement at the time of the crash. There 
was no sign that Burhans had been drunk 
before the crash, Tonge said: “All my ob¬ 
servations were to the contrary.” 

Goff, the second passenger, said in a 
sworn statement right after the accident 
that Burhans’ driving had been “faultless” 
before he’d swerved off the road. 

Goff died in 1985. 


Delayed drug tests 


I was humiliated 
and singled out. They 
relieved all three of 
us. (Bill) Burhans 
suffered more than I 
did. There’s a bit of 
shame associated when 
the government says, 
“You’re bad.”* 

James Tonge 

retired Air Force lieutenant colonel 


Burhans wasn’t taken to the hospital for 
a drug test until days later, on Jan. 2. Re¬ 
sults showed the presence of a drug that can 
cause drowsiness, memory loss, lack of co¬ 
ordination and dizziness. 

Bromazepam, “containing benzodiaz¬ 
epine derivative, e.g. Lexotanil, was ingest¬ 
ed,” a U.S. military toxicology report states, 
referring to an anti-anxiety drug with side 
effects similar to Valium. 

A drug test administered to Tonge five 
days after the accident found traces of a 
medication used to control an irregular 
heartbeat. 

Neither Burhans nor Tonge were pre¬ 
scribed any such medications at the time, 
they said. 

Burhans “may have been slipped a mick¬ 
ey,” Tonge wrote in his sworn statement 
after the crash. 

Still, the test results, adamant denials and 
sworn statements were not enough to con¬ 
vince U.S. officials that the Americans were 
telling the truth and had been set up. 

“The commander of the U.S. Army Hos¬ 
pital in West Berlin commented that he was 
unable to help me clear my name,” Burhans 
wrote in a personal memoir for his children 
that he shared with Stars and Stripes. “He 
could not verify that I had not drugged my¬ 
self to escape responsibility.” 

Burhans’ mental state deteriorated, leav¬ 
ing him so agitated that when he took a poly¬ 
graph test, the results were inconclusive, he 
said. 

Officials found him at fault for the crash 
and ordered him to pay damages, he wrote. 
They offered him the choice of court-mar- 
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Pollutants from military base go unchecked 


By Steven Verburg 

The Wisconsin State Journal 

Last spring, the Wisconsin De¬ 
partment of Natural Resources 
warned Truax Air National Guard 
base in Madison it could face en¬ 
forcement action if it didn’t move 
swiftly to clean up toxic chemi¬ 
cals that were showing up in mu¬ 
nicipal drinking water. 

Truaxpersonnelneverrespond- 
ed to letters spelling out statutory 
requirements for a prompt and 
thorough cleanup, and by the 
end of May all the demands were 
wiped away by a DNR promise to 
“work cooperatively with Air Na¬ 
tional Guard staff to develop an 
agreeable project timeline for ad¬ 
dressing the known contaminant 
release.” 

Nearly nine months later, there 
is still no timetable for Truax 
to take the first steps toward a 
cleanup by mapping each source 


of contamination and the spread 
of pollutants through ground- 
water that is the city’s source of 
drinking water. 

Air National Guard spokesmen 
didn’t respond to repeated ques¬ 
tions about when work would 
begin at Truax. A U.S. Air Force 
spokeswoman said the pace of 
cleanups is dictated by budget 
constraints. 

Madison and Dane County 
likely share at least some respon¬ 
sibility with the military for two 
probable sources of pollutants — 
burn pits where toxic firefighting 
foam was sprayed on soil just out¬ 
side the base — but local leaders 
have agreed to wait for National 
Guard funding to materialize 
rather than paying for their own 
testing of those sites. 

The delays and uncertainty 
come as Truax awaits a final de¬ 
cision on whether the Air Force 
will choose it as a home for an 


18-plane squadron of $90 million 
F-35 fighter jets that politicians 
and the Greater Madison Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce view as key to 
avoiding a shutdown of the base 
and preserving local economic 
benefits. 

Public support for the jets and 
the cost of operating the base — 
including the eventual expense of 
cleaning up toxic PFAS contami¬ 
nation — are important factors in 
the selection process, but cham¬ 
ber President Zach Brandon said 
he isn’t worried. 

“We do not anticipate that the 
PFAS issue will have any effect 
on Truax Field securing the F- 
35A jets,” Brandon said. “In re¬ 
gards to the PFAS readings, it is 
productive that a collaborative 
approach is being taken to ensure 
our water is clean and safe. As a 
community, we expect nothing 
less.” 

Air Force spokeswoman Ann 


Stefanek said she wasn’t aware of 
a case where a base designated as 
a preferred F-35 site — as Truax 
was in December 2017 — didn’t 
eventually receive the warplanes. 
A final decision is due after a 
public comment period that will 
be part of a study of the F-35’s ex¬ 
pected environmental impact. 

Madison City Council lead¬ 
ers in early May called on the 
military to evaluate the spread of 
PFAS and other pollutants from 
the base as part of the draft envi¬ 
ronmental impact study expected 
to be released early next month. 

Growing impatience has been 
expressed in recent months by 
people who are drinking PFAS- 
tainted water, the Madison Water 
Utility board and conservation 
groups. 

Maria Powell, of Madison, 
whose Midwest Environmental 
Justice Organization has taken the 


lead in bringing to light the water 
contamination around Truax, 
said delays mean toxic materials 
are continuing to spread unseen 
and unmeasured, increasing the 
risk to human health through 
drinking water and fish that peo¬ 
ple eat from downstream waters 
like Lake Monona. 

A spokesman for the Truax 
base, Wisconsin National Guard 
Capt. Joe Trovato, emphasized 
that after decades of use the 
base has greatly limited use of 
the firefighting foam that was 
the most likely source of PFAS 
contamination. 

Truax has taken steps aimed at 
preventing further environmen¬ 
tal releases and switched in 2016 
to a foam that is formulated dif¬ 
ferently from the one most closely 
linked to health problems, Trova¬ 
to said. 


Weightlifting shapes soldier’s career and Olympic aspirations 



Norman LLAMAs/Stars and Stripes 


Staff Sgt. Crystal Pittman, an animal care specialist at the Aviano 
Veterinary Treatment Facility, lifts 90 kilos during a training session 
at Pesistica Pordenone gym in Pordenone, Italy, on Friday. 


By Norman Llamas 

Stars and Stripes 

AVIANO AIR BASE, Italy—In 
high school, Crystal Pittman had 
set local weightlifting records, 
but it wasn’t until years later in 
the Army that she began compet¬ 
ing in the sport, becoming one of 
the top weightlifters in Italy late 
last year and now training for in¬ 
ternational competition. 

“I liked lifting weights. I had 
the highest lift in the 135- to 
145-pound category in my high 
school,” the 27-year-old Army 
staff sergeant from Dawsonville, 
Ga., said recently. She lifted be¬ 
cause it made her a better wres¬ 
tler, and she thought that when 
she graduated she’d go on to con¬ 
tinue wrestling at college. 

But that didn’t go as planned. 
College was expensive, leading 
her to “check into the military,” 
said Pittman, now an animal care 
specialist and noncommissioned 
officer in charge at the Aviano 
Veterinary Treatment Facility. 
It was during a previous assign¬ 
ment in the Army that she started 
getting into fitness competitions. 

Now, she’s setting her sights on 
tougher competition, the Olympic 
games and a military career that 
complements her training. 

“First, I want to be ranked in 
the top five in the U.S. for my 
weight class,” she said. “In order 
to have a shot at ever competing 
in the Olympics, I need to do that 
first.” 

The Army and other services 
have long cultivated the careers 
of international-caliber athletes 
through the Armed Forces ath¬ 
letic programs, which date to 
the late 1940s and allow service- 
members to compete in sporting 
events such as the Olympics and 
Pan-American Games. 

Army Recruiting Command is 
also banking on the popularity 
of newer fitness competitions to 


attract fitness buffs like Pittman 
into the ranks. Earlier this month, 
the command named 15 soldier 
athletes to its first Warrior Fit¬ 
ness Team, which will compete in 
CrossFit and strongman competi¬ 
tions in the United States. 

For her part, Pittman plans to 
pursue a new Army career spe¬ 
cialty that will incorporate what 
she’s learned in the gym into her 
day job. 

“I no longer want to be a vet,” 
she said. “I now want to go into 
the nutrition field or into physical 
therapy, something that has to do 
with physical fitness.” 

To do that, she plans to apply 


for the Green to Gold Active Duty 
Option, a two-year program that 
lets enlisted soldiers complete a 
bachelor’s degree or a graduate 
degree and earn a commission as 
an Army officer. 

She also plans to apply for the 
Army’s Master Fitness Trainer 
Course and, if successful, to be¬ 
come an instructor in the course, 
which trains select soldiers to 
advise units on physical readi¬ 
ness issues and to monitor unit 
and individual physical readiness 
programs. 

Before her current job, Pitt¬ 
man served as a prison guard 
with stints at Fort Leavenworth, 


Kan., and later Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba, where she was intro¬ 
duced to competitive CrossFit 
and Olympic weightlifting. While 
serving in Cuba, she competed in 
a test of fitness, endurance and 
soldiering skills to earn honors as 
U.S. Army South’s Best Warrior 
Soldier of the Year in 2014. 

“By the time I was on my third 
assignment, at Fort Irwin, Calif., 
I was ready to get serious about 
Olympic weightlifting,” she said. 

Soon after finding a coach to 
help her improve, she entered 
her first official competition in 
2016. She continued competing 
and eventually qualified for the 
American Open Finals in De¬ 
cember 2017, where she finished 
tied for 25th place. She has never 
officially been ranked nationally 
in the U.S. 

“There’s such a huge payoff 
that comes from competing in 
high-profile competitions,” Pitt¬ 
man said. “My confidence, resil¬ 
iency and mental agility all went 
up.” 

Despite not placing as high as 
she would have wanted to in the 
2017 competition, she knew there 
was more she could do to improve. 
That’s why, upon arriving at her 
current assignment in Aviano, 
she promptly sought to find a new 
coach and a new gym. 

In her most recent competition 
in December, the 2018 Italian 
Absolute Weightlifting Champi¬ 
onships in Caltanissetta, she fin¬ 
ished second in her weight class. 
Her personal bests are a lift of 
216 pounds in the clean-and-jerk, 
in which competitors lift a weight 
in two different movements, and 
176 pounds in the snatch, in which 
they lift a weight over their heads 
in a continuous motion. 

Posting those marks at the most 
recent U.S. championships in De¬ 
cember in Milwaukee could have 
put her in 12th place, based on 
national finishing data from the 


USA Weightlifting website. That’s 
a big improvement in a year, but 
still not enough for Pittman. 

“I watch other women lift twice, 
or three times their body weight,” 
Pittman said. “It’s insane how ef¬ 
fortless they make it look. They 
have perfected their technique. 
That’s my motivation.” 

Twice a day, three days a week, 
she trains with a coach at a local 
gym, Pesistica Pordenone, for a 
total of up to four hours. Pittman 
also follows a rigid diet. 

“This isn’t necessarily easy 
to do,” Pittman said. “I moni¬ 
tor my food intake and put in 
the workouts, which I have to fit 
around my work schedule. It is 
not about looks for me, it’s about 
performance.” 

The gym she trains at is well 
known across Italy. Since it 
opened in 1984, many Olympic 
weightlifters have called it their 
home gym. Dozens of trophies, 
newspaper clippings and photos 
depicting the gym’s successes are 
displayed on its walls. 

“I think that Crystal has a very 
good chance to finish in first 
place,” said Luigi Grando, head 
coach at Pesistica Pordenone. 
“Not only at the upcoming re¬ 
gional qualifiers in April, but also 
at the Italian National Open com¬ 
petition in June.” 

When Grando speaks about 
all the accolades the gym has 
amassed since its opening, Pit¬ 
tman can’t help feeling thank¬ 
ful for having found him and his 
gym, she said. She said his coach¬ 
ing provides her a good chance to 
succeed and she plans to take full 
advantage of it. 

And after achieving her com¬ 
petitive and career goals, she 
wants to keep on lifting, even if 
it’s just for fun. 

“I want to be the oldest weight- 
lifter in the world,” she said. 

llamas.norman@stripes.com 
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Senior Taliban leaders back 
in Qatar for more US talks 


By Kathy Gannon 
and Fay Abuelgasim 

Associated Press 

DOHA, Qatar — Senior Tal¬ 
iban leaders, including one of the 
group’s founders, held another 
round of talks Monday in Qatar 
with Washington’s special peace 
envoy as U.S. efforts intensify to 
find a negotiated solution to Af¬ 
ghanistan’s 17-year war, Ameri¬ 
ca’s longest. 

The Taliban, some of whom 
arrived in Doha, Qatar’s capi¬ 
tal, from Pakistan the previous 
night, raised expectations ahead 
of talks with U.S. envoy Zalmay 
Khalilzad. 

“Yes, there is a possibility we 
will reach some results,” Taliban 
spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid 
told The Associated Press. 

Leading the Taliban delegation 
in Doha was Mullah Abdul Ghani 
Baradar, a co-founder of the 
movement who was released last 
year from a Pakistani jail, where 


he had languished since his arrest 
in a joint Pakistani-CIA operation 
in 2010. 

Past rounds have focused on 
U.S. withdrawal of troops — a 
standing Taliban demand — and 
guarantees that Afghanistan will 
not be used again as a staging 
area for terrorism attacks on the 
United States. 

Khalilzad was expected to 
pressure the Taliban to hold di¬ 
rect talks with the government in 
Kabul, something the insurgents 
have so far refused to do. 

The Taliban, who had harbored 
al-Qaida and its leader, Osama bin 
Laden, ruled Afghanistan before 
U.S. forces invaded in October 
2001 following the 9/11 terrorist 
attack. The Taliban today have re¬ 
surged, carrying out deadly, near¬ 
daily attacks on Afghan army and 
police forces and holding sway 
over almost half the country. They 
view the U.S.-backed government 
in Kabul as a dysfunctional West¬ 
ern puppet and have refused re¬ 


peated offers to negotiate with it. 

However, former Afghan Presi¬ 
dent Hamid Karzai recently told 
the AP that the Taliban would talk 
with Afghan government officials 
on condition they are part of a 
larger group of prominent Afghan 
figures meeting with the Taliban 
— similar to the gathering held 
earlier this month in Moscow. 

Karzai attended the meeting in 
Russia, as did Afghan opposition 
figures, but no one from the Kabul 
government was there. 

Baradar’s presence in Doha 
and his lead role in the talks with 
Khalilzad is considered signifi¬ 
cant because of his stature within 
the Taliban movement. 

The Taliban maintain a political 
office in Doha. 

Following his release, Baradar 
had circulated a Pashtu-language 
audiotape promising Taliban 
fighters he would have a greater 
presence within the movement. 

Khalilzad described Taliban 
interlocutors in Monday’s meet¬ 


US Army 
to upgrade 
GI’s medal 



Illustration by Shelia L. CooPER/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Staff Sgt. Stevon A. Booker was a 3rd Infantry Division soldier killed 
in action in Iraq in 2003. 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

Staff Sgt. Stevon A. Booker, 
whose unit led the 2003 offensive 
into Baghdad known as Thunder 
Run, will be posthumously award¬ 
ed the nation’s second-highest 
valor medal, the military said. 

Booker initially was awarded 
the Silver Star for his heroics dur¬ 
ing the battle. That medal will be 
upgraded to the Distinguished 
Service Cross. His family will re¬ 
ceive the award during a ceremo¬ 
ny April 5 in Pittsburgh. 

“Booker’s mother, Freddie M. 
Jackson, will be presented the 
award 16 years to the day after 
her son sacrificed his life for this 
nation,” the 3rd Infantry Division 
said in a statement. 

Booker, who served with that 
division, was part of the push into 
Baghdad that toppled Saddam 
Hussein’s regime. 

On April 5, 2003, Booker’s pla¬ 
toon came under attack by small 
arms and rocket-propelled gre¬ 
nades, the Army said. Booker 
returned fire with his mounted 
machine gun and reassured his 
team. When his gun malfunc¬ 
tioned, Booker took the initiative 
and “completely disregarded his 
personal safety and took up an ex¬ 
posed, prone position on the top of 
his tank,” the Army said. 

Facing enemy fire, Booker de¬ 
stroyed an enemy vehicle and 
fought to protect his platoon’s 
flank. He continued to fight the 
enemy while exposed for nearly 5 


miles, until he was fatally wound¬ 
ed, the Army said. 

The medal upgrade came as 
a result of a review of all valor 
awards that was ordered by for¬ 
mer Defense Secretary Ash Cart¬ 
er to ensure acts of bravery were 
properly recognized. 

Earlier this month, the Army 
also said former 1st Cavalry Divi¬ 
sion soldier Sgt. Daniel E. Cowart 
will have his Silver Star upgraded 
to the Distinguished Service Cross 
for heroics during a suicide bomb¬ 
er attack while on patrol in Iraq in 
2007. He will be recognized dur¬ 
ing a March 20 ceremony at Fort 


Hood, Texas. 

On Friday, Maj. Thomas Gor¬ 
don Bostick, of the 173rd Airborne 
will be posthumously awarded the 
Distinguished Service Cross for 
valor during a 2007 ambush in 
Saret Koleh, in Afghanistan. 

He was originally awarded the 
Silver Star, but the Army recently 
announced the medal would be up¬ 
graded for his efforts in protecting 
his soldiers from the 1st Squadron, 
91st Cavalry Regiment. 

The ceremony for Bostick will 
be held at Fort Carson, Colo. 

vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 
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Special Representative for Afghanistan Reconciliation Zalmay 
Khalilzad appears at the U.S. Institute of Peace in Washington on 
Feb. 8 to speak about the prospects for peace in Afghanistan. 


ing as “more authoritative” — an 
apparent reference to Baradar — 
and tweeted that this could be “a 
significant moment” in the talks. 
He also gave a shoutout to Qatar 
for hosting the talks and to Paki¬ 
stan for facilitating some of the 
Taliban delegation’s travel. 

Since his appointment as Wash¬ 
ington’s peace envoy, Khalilzad 
has crisscrossed the region, meet¬ 
ing the Taliban on several occa¬ 
sions, as well as differing power 
brokers in Kabul, including Af¬ 
ghan President Ashraf Ghani. 

He has also been to Pakistan, 


India, Russia and China and 
held meetings with NATO and 
European Union officials. Last 
week, he was in Turkey for talks 
with government officials and 
Zamir Kabulov, Russia’s envoy to 
Afghanistan. 

Ghani has called a Loya Jirga, 
a traditional gathering of political 
and tribal leaders, for next month 
to draw up the government’s nego¬ 
tiating position for talks with the 
Taliban, though he has yet to put 
together a negotiating team that 
would have wide support of Af¬ 
ghan political and tribal leaders. 


EU military training mission 
in Mali comes under attack 


Associated Press 

BAMAKO, Mali — The Euro¬ 
pean Union training mission that 
is working to boost the Malian 
military says one of its centers 
has come under attack. 

In a tweet Sunday, the mission 
known as EUTM said no mem¬ 
bers of its team were wounded in 
the attack on the Koulikoro train¬ 
ing center. It did, however, make 
reference to “injured Malian 
armed forces personnel.” 


The attack marks the latest as¬ 
sault on international forces in 
Mali, where a French-led mili¬ 
tary operation first began fight¬ 
ing jihadis six years ago. 

The U.N. peacekeeping mis¬ 
sion in Mali has been a frequent 
target of attacks as well. On Sat¬ 
urday, the U.N. said three Guin¬ 
ean peacekeepers had been killed 
during an attack on their ve¬ 
hicles in Siby, near the capital of 
Bamako. 


USS Bush headed to dry dock 
in Va. for scheduled overhaul 


By Courtney Mabeus 
The Virginian-Pilot 

PORTSMOUTH — The air¬ 
craft carrier USS George H.W. 
Bush will spend much of the next 
28 months in dry dock at the Na¬ 
vy’s public shipyard for a sched¬ 
uled overhaul. 

The 103,000-ton carrier ar¬ 
rived at Norfolk Naval Shipyard 
in Portsmouth, Va., on Thursday, 
the Navy said in a news release. 
It will require an estimated 1.3 
million man-days of work and 
will comprise the most extensive 
maintenance period in the ship’s 
life so far. 

The Bush joined the fleet in 
January 2009 and is the last of 
the Nimitz-class aircraft car¬ 
riers. Planning for the Bush’s 
maintenance took 18 months, and 
much of its project team will be 
working on a carrier in dry dock 
for the first time. The work will 


incorporate state-of-the-art tech¬ 
nologies, including additive man¬ 
ufacturing, or 
3D printing, 
the use of exo¬ 
skeleton suits 
and training 
models using 
virtual real¬ 
ity, the Navy 
said. 

“This is a 
great chance 
for teaching 
and mentor¬ 
ing people in 
new positions 
how to exe¬ 
cute and per¬ 
form to their 
top poten¬ 
tial,” project 
Superinten¬ 
dent Jeff Burchett said. 

The Bush returned from a 
seven-month deployment in Au¬ 
gust 2017. 


This is 
a great 
chance for 
teaching 
and 

mentoring 
people 
in new 
positions. * 

Jeff Burchett 

Norfolk Naval 
Shipyard project 
superintendent 
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Visitors walk around the 40-foot Maryland Peace Cross dedicated to 
World War I soldiers this month in Bladensburg, Md. The Supreme 
Court will hear a case challenging the war memorial Wednesday. 


High court to decide 
fate of cross-shaped 
war memorial in Md. 


By Jessica Gresko 

Associated Press 

BLADENSBURG, Md. — Ste¬ 
ven C. Lowe said he has always 
thought that a 40-foot-tall con¬ 
crete cross that stands on a large, 
grassy highway median near his 
home was odd. 

For years, he said, he didn’t 
know that the cross in Bladens¬ 
burg is a war memorial. A plaque 
on the cross’ base lists the names 
of 49 area residents who died in 
World War I, but it isn’t easily 
read from the road and getting 
to the monument requires dash¬ 
ing across traffic. Lowe said he 
felt the cross implied that the city 
where it stands favored Chris¬ 
tians over others. 

“It certainly made me raise my 
eyebrows,” said Lowe, 68, who is 
retired from the telecommunica¬ 
tions industry. 

In 2014, Lowe, two other area 
residents and the District of 
Columbia-based American Hu¬ 
manist Association, a group that 
includes atheists and agnostics, 
sued to challenge the cross. They 
argue that the cross’ location 
on public land violates the First 
Amendment’s establishment 
clause, which prohibits the gov¬ 
ernment from favoring one reli¬ 
gion over others. The group lost 
the first round in court, but in 
2017 an appeals court ruled the 
cross unconstitutional. Now, the 
cross’ supporters are asking the 
Supreme Court to overturn that 
ruling in a case the justices will 
hear Wednesday. 

The memorial’s supporters 
would seem to have a good shot 
based on the court’s decision 
to take the case and the court’s 
more conservative makeup, seen 
as more likely to uphold such dis¬ 
plays. Plus, even liberal Justice 
Stephen Breyer voted in a 2005 
case to uphold a Ten Command¬ 
ments display on public property. 

Backers of the nearly 100-year- 
old cross, also called the “Peace 
Cross,” say if the justices rule 
against them it could threaten 
hundreds of monuments nation¬ 
wide. Opponents, for their part, 


say few memorials are truly simi¬ 
lar. They argue the cross should 
be moved to private property or 
modified into a nonreligious mon¬ 
ument such as a slab or obelisk, a 
suggestion backers say would be 
desecration. 

Arguing for the cross at the 
high court are The American Le¬ 
gion, which raised money for the 
cross and completed it in 1925, 
and officials with the state of 
Maryland, which took over man¬ 
aging the site in 1960. They have 
the support of the Trump admin¬ 
istration and 30 states. 

Maryland officials argue that 
the cross doesn’t violate the Con¬ 
stitution because it has a secular 
purpose and meaning, honoring 
veterans, in an area where sev¬ 
eral other memorials to veter¬ 
ans stand. On the other side, the 
American Humanist Association 
says that using a cross as a war 
memorial doesn’t make the cross 
secular; it makes the war memo¬ 
rial Christian. 

The monument’s backers say 
they just want the cross left alone. 
Speaking recently at an American 
Legion post near the cross, mem¬ 
ber Stan Shaw said modifying the 
cross would be “a slap in a veter¬ 
an’s face.” As for the suggestion 
the monument should be moved, 
Mike Moore, another member, 
said he’s “not sure how one could 
do it.” Add that to the fact that the 
monument is cracking and repair 
work has been on hold. 

Those challenging the cross 
say they want to make clear that 
they aren’t against veterans or 
veterans memorials. Fred Ed- 
words, a longtime official with 
the American Humanist Associa¬ 
tion, said they just don’t think it’s 
right to leave the impression that 
only Christian soldiers are being 
celebrated. 

Lowe, who lives near the cross 
in the District of Columbia, said 
some people have asked him: Why 
not just leave the cross alone? 

“I think it was a violation of the 
Constitution when it was built,” 
he said. “The fact that it is old 
doesn’t make it right. It’s an old 
wrong.” 


Pence announces sanctions 
in effort to unseat Maduro 


By Anne Gearan, Anthony Faiola 
and Carol Morello 

The Washington Post 

BOGOTA, Colombia — In a meeting with regional 
leaders, Vice President Mike Pence on Monday an¬ 
nounced modest new U.S. sanctions against loyal¬ 
ists of President Nicolas Maduro and called on other 
nations to follow the Trump administration’s lead 
in freezing the assets of Venezuela’s state oil giant 
PDVSA — a move meant to further cut Maduro’s in¬ 
ternational cash flow. 

Following a weekend that saw the Venezuela mili¬ 
tary and pro-government militias violently put down 
an opposition attempt to break Maduro’s blockade of 
humanitarian aid, Pence arrived in Bogota to reiterate 
that Washington will not back away from diplomatic 
confrontation. His trip comes as some in the Venezu¬ 
elan opposition have begun openly calling for the use 
of “force” to oust Maduro’s socialists from power. 

Pence did not publicly back immediate military 
force, but reiterated a long-standing administration 
stance that all options were being considered. 

“As we continue to bring economic and diplomatic 
pressure to bear on the Maduro regime, we hope for 
a peaceful transition to democracy, but as President 
(Donald) Trump has made clear, all options are on 
the table,” Pence said. 

Pence addressed a 14-nation diplomatic consor¬ 
tium called the Lima Group. The group cannot com¬ 
pel Maduro to leave but is seen as the most influential 
body to back his opponent. 

Earlier in the day, Pence met with Venezuelan op¬ 
position leader Juan Guaido and Latin American na¬ 
tions that support his challenge to Maduro. 

“ President Guaido, we admire your courage,” Pence 
said as he posed for photographs with the young Ven¬ 
ezuelan and Colombian President Ivan Duque. 

“I want to assure you, President Guaido, the tragic 
events of this last weekend have only steeled the re- 



Martin Mejia/AP 


Venezuela’s self-proclaimed interim president, 

Juan Guaido, left, shakes hands with U.S. Vice 
President Mike Pence, right, while Colombian 
President Ivan Duque looks on after a meeting of 
the Lima Group on Monday. 

solve of the United States,” Pence said. 

Pence’s addressed followed an announcement by 
the Treasury Department on Monday that it is sanc¬ 
tioning four Venezuelan governors aligned with Mad¬ 
uro, saying they are corrupt and had facilitated the 
blockade of humanitarian aid to the country over the 
weekend. 

“The illegitimate Maduro regime’s attempts to 
blockade international aid intended for the Venezu¬ 
elan people are shameful,” Treasury Secretary Ste¬ 
ven Mnuchin said in a release. “Treasury is targeting 
four state governors aligned with former President 
Maduro for standing in the way of severely needed 
humanitarian assistance and prolonging the suffer¬ 
ing of the Venezuelan people. 
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Virginia legislature 
closes strangest 
session with deal 



Steve Helber/AP 


Virginia House Appropriations Committee Chairman Del. Chris 
Jones, R-Suffolk, right, delivers the Joint Budget Committee report 
to State Sen. Thomas Norment, R-James City County, at the Capitol 
in Richmond, Va., on Saturday. 


By Gregory S. Schneider 
and Laura Vozzella 
The Washington Post 

RICHMOND, Va. — Virginia 
lawmakers wrapped up the strang¬ 
est General Assembly session in 
anyone’s memory Sunday, plowing 
through blackface and sex assault 
scandals to reach a bipartisan 
deal on taxes and position all 140 
legislators for fall elections that 
could determine partisan control 
for years to come. 

The chaos overshadowed actual 
legislative accomplishments, in¬ 
cluding bipartisan agreement on 
incentives for the massive Amazon 
HQ2 project in Arlington, a plan to 
clean up coal ash ponds across the 
state, a law raising the legal age to 
buy tobacco products to 21 from 
18 and pay raises for teachers and 
other public employees. 

The drama continued through 
the final moments of the session 
— extended by one day in an act of 
political payback—as Democratic 


Lt. Gov. Justin Fairfax vigorously 
defended himself against sexual 
assault allegations from the Sen¬ 
ate dais. 

“If we go backwards and we 
rush to judgment, and we allow 
for political lynchings without 
any due process, any facts, any 
evidence being heard, then I think 
we do a disservice to this very 
body in which we all serve,” Fair¬ 
fax said in response to Senate Mi¬ 
nority Leader Thomas Norment, 
R-James City County, who had 
briefly praised Fairfax’s ability to 
keep presiding over the body amid 
the frenzy. 

Senators reacted to Fairfax’s 
extended remarks with silence. 

“Probably the most infa¬ 
mous session since 1861,” is how 
Sen. Chap Petersen, D-Fairfax, 
summed it up. 

Efforts to pass the Equal Rights 
Amendment and extend discrimi¬ 
nation protections to gays and les¬ 
bians — which initially seemed to 
have broad support — foundered 


in a climate of degenerating poli¬ 
tics and historical irony. 

Revelations that the Demo¬ 
cratic governor and attorney gen¬ 
eral both engaged in blackface 
incidents as young men sparked 
wrenching discussions about race 
as Virginia marks the 400th anni¬ 
versary of the first Africans arriv¬ 
ing in the British colony in 1619 to 
be made slaves. 

Gov. Ralph Northam defied calls 
to resign. Attorney General Mark 
Herring hunkered down outside 
of public view for nearly a month. 
And the session ended with parti¬ 
san discord over how to handle a 
pair of sexual assault allegations 
against Fairfax, only the second 
black person elected statewide in 


Virginia’s history. 

The scandals fed a national 
sense that the state’s leadership 
was in shambles. 

“It had more drama than we 
could possibly have imagined or 
would want to deal with,” Sen. 
Barbara Favola, D-Arlington, 
said. Nevertheless, she said, “We 
got a lot done. ” 

In a snub, the House and Senate 
did not did not send a delegation of 
lawmakers to the governor’s cer¬ 
emonial office at the Capitol to re¬ 
port that they had adjourned, as is 
customary. Northam had let them 
know earlier Sunday that “he 
would be ready to receive them,” 
said the governor’s spokeswoman, 
Ofirah Yheskel. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON—A top House 
Democrat has threatened to call 
special counsel Robert Mueller to 
Capitol Hill, subpoena documents 
and sue the Trump administra¬ 
tion if the full report on Mueller’s 
Russia investigation is not made 
public. 

Rep. Adam Schiff, D-Calif., 
chairman of the House Intelli¬ 
gence Committee, said his com¬ 
mittee will keep close watch on 
new Attorney General William 
Barr to see if he were “to try to 
bury any part of this report.” 
Schiff also pledged to “take it to 
court, if necessary.” 

He said anything less than com¬ 
plete disclosure would leave Barr, 
who now oversees the investiga¬ 
tion, with “a tarnished legacy.” 

Schiff’s comments come as 
Democrats have made it clear 
that they are ready for an aggres¬ 
sive, public fight with the Justice 
Department if they are not satis¬ 
fied with the level of access they 
have to Mueller’s findings. 
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Dozens rescued 
in Minn, snow; 
Wis. pileup kills 1 



Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS—Authorities 
rescued dozens of people strand¬ 
ed by a blizzard that howled 
across southern Minnesota and 
dumped about a foot of snow in 
some places. 

In east-central Wisconsin, one 
person was killed and several 
others injured Sunday in an in¬ 
terstate pileup involving more 
than 100 vehicles during whiteout 
conditions. 

Early Monday in South Dako¬ 
ta, a pickup that got stuck in the 
snow caused a grain train derail¬ 
ment in the northeastern town of 
Milbank. 

City Administrator John For¬ 
man said the pickup hauling a 
trailer got stuck at a crossing in 
town and the train hit it. 

Twenty-three rail cars and two 
engines went off the track, spill¬ 
ing an unknown amount of grain. 
No one was hurt. 

Rescuers on snowmobiles and 
snowshoes battled 50 mph winds 
to rescue four anglers stranded 
on a snow-swept northern Minne¬ 
sota lake Sunday. 

Cook County Sheriff Pat Elia- 


sen told the Minneapolis Star 
Tribune that the anglers’ snow¬ 
mobiles were stuck more than 2 
miles out on Greenwood Lake. 
They were able to get phone con¬ 
tact with police in Ontario, Can¬ 
ada, who alerted Cook County 
authorities. 

Search and rescue personnel 
from several agencies found the 
foursome about three hours later. 

One of the anglers was showing 
signs of hypothermia, frostbite 
and dehydration and was taken to 
a hospital on roads that had to be 
cleared of drifting snow by a pri¬ 
vate plow operator. 

The Minnesota National Guard 
rescued 30 people in Freeborn 
County on Saturday night, Min¬ 
nesota Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management said in 
a tweet. 

Sheriffs deputies rescued an 
additional 20 people. 

Forty-eight people were shel¬ 
tered at a National Guard armory 
in Albert Lea, near the Minne- 
sota-Iowa border, while the Owa- 
tonna armory housed 24 people 
stranded by the blizzard. 

Gov. Tim Walz declared a state 
of emergency late Saturday and 


ordered the guard to help strand¬ 
ed motorists in Freeborn and 
Steele counties. Conditions were 
so bad in southern Minnesota on 
Sunday that state Homeland Se¬ 
curity and Emergency Manage¬ 
ment Director Joe Kelly urged 
residents to stay home, or to stay 
in their vehicles and wait for help 
if stranded on the road. 

The storm also damaged a his¬ 
toric bridge in Zumbrota, Minn., 
on Sunday. 

The roof of the 150-year-old 
covered bridge collapsed amid 
heavy snow and high winds. 


The state Transportation De¬ 
partment said it was the only 
remaining example of a covered 
timber truss bridge in Minnesota. 
Mayor Bradley Drenckhahn said 
the bridge is insured and officials 
have the blueprint to rebuild it. 

Minnesota Public Radio re¬ 
ported the 123-foot-long bridge 
was built in 1869 and later moved 
from its original location. It still 
spans the Zumbro River but now 
serves as a pedestrian bridge. It’s 
listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places 

The bridge is the focus of an 


annual festival in Zumbrota in 
June. 

In Wisconsin, one person was 
killed and several others injured 
and taken to hospitals Sunday in 
a pileup amid whiteout conditions 
on southbound Interstate 41 that 
involved more than 100 vehicles, 
the Winnebago County Sheriff’s 
Office said. 

The crash happened near 
Neenah. The Winnebago County 
Sheriff’s Office confirmed one 
fatality and said several other 
injured people were taken to 
hospitals. 


Winds leave hundreds of thousands in East without power 


| 



Tara Walton, The Canadian Press/AP 

A family walks near a massive buildup of ice that was pushed onto the shore of Mather 
Park in Fort Erie, Ontario, on Monday. 


Associated Press 

BUFFALO, N.Y. — High winds howled 
across much of the country’s eastern half 
for a second day Monday, cutting power to 
hundreds of thousands of homes and busi¬ 
nesses, closing schools and pushing dra¬ 
matic mountains of ice onto the shores of 
Lake Erie. 

Wind gusts of hurricane force — 74 
mph — or higher were reported around 
the region, including West Virginia and 
New York. A motorist in Sandusky, Ohio, 
captured video of a tractor-trailer flipping 
over on a bridge. 

Toppled trees and power poles, easy tar¬ 
gets for strong winds that uprooted them 
from ground saturated by rain and snow¬ 
melt, plunged homes and businesses into 
darkness. Hundreds of schools were de¬ 
layed or canceled in New York alone. 

Wind advisories and warnings were 
in effect through Monday in the mid-At¬ 
lantic and Northeast up to northern New 
England. 

Giant chunks of ice spilled over the banks 
of the Niagara River across from Buffalo 
on Sunday, creating a jagged, frosty bar¬ 
rier between the river and a scenic road. 

Dramatic footage captured by park po¬ 
lice in Ontario showed the massive chunks 
tumbling atop one another. An ice boom 
in Lake Erie, which is upstream from the 
river, had broken amid high winds. The 
winds had raised water levels on the east¬ 
ern end of the lake in a phenomenon known 
as a seiche. 

Ice mounds 25 to 30 feet high also 


came ashore farther south, piling up on 
several lakefront properties in suburban 
Hamburg. 

“We’ve had storms in the past, but noth¬ 
ing like this,” resident Dave Schultz told 
WGRZ. “We’ve never had the ice pushed 
up against the walls and right up onto our 
patios. ... It’s in my patio, the neighbor’s 
patio and the patio after that.” 


A voluntary evacuation for the area was 
issued Sunday. 

Empty tractor-trailers and empty tan¬ 
dem trucks have been banned on some 
highways. Trucks were also banned on 
some bridges in New York City, where the 
winds sent litter swirling in the canyons 
between skyscrapers and rocked sidewalk 
food carts precariously. 


Wind storms cause 
air travel delays 

Bloomberg 

More than 600,000 customers from 
Michigan to Virginia were without 
electricity early Monday as winds 
toppled power lines, canceled flights 
and possibly knocked a nuclear reactor 
offline. 

Gusts of 50 to 60 mph may blow 
through New York as a cold front moves 
across the Northeast and a patch of low 
pressure spins up over New England, 
said Rich Otto, a forecaster at the U.S. 
Weather Prediction Center in College 
Park, Md. 

About 600 flights have been can¬ 
celed, according to FlightAware, an 
airline tracking company in Houston. 

High winds may be the reason First¬ 
Energy’s Perry nuclear power plant 
in Ohio automatically shut down early 
Monday, Jennifer Young, a company 
spokeswoman, said in an email. While 
the shutdown remains under review, 
gusts caused widespread power outag¬ 
es Sunday “which can disturb the volt¬ 
age on the grid” and affect the plant. 

High winds cause travel problems 
for airlines and large trucks navigating 
interstate highways and other roads. 
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Trump: Kim will make a 'wise decision' 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

HANOI, Vietnam — As the 
train carrying North Korea’s 
leader snaked toward Vietnam, 
President Donald Trump said 
Monday that Kim Jong Un will 
make a “wise decision” ahead of 
the second summit between the 
two men in less than a year. 

The White House signaled ex¬ 
pectations were low for a break¬ 
through in nuclear talks with the 
North as Trump faced pressure 
to come away from the two-day 
meeting with concrete commit¬ 
ments from Kim to “denuclear¬ 
ize,” a term which means different 
things to each party. 

Trump and Kim met on June 12 
in Singapore in an unprecedented 
meeting between sitting leaders 
of the two longtime adversaries. 
The result was a vague commit¬ 
ment to the “complete denuclear¬ 
ization of the Korean Peninsula,” 
but lower-level talks on how to ac¬ 
complish that have faltered. 

The two unpredictable leaders 
have placed great importance 
on their relationship, even as the 
North has shown no signs of mov¬ 
ing to dismantle its nuclear weap¬ 
ons program. 


“With complete Denucleariza¬ 
tion, North Korea will rapidly be¬ 
come an Economic Powerhouse,” 
Trump tweeted hours before 
he was to board Air Force One. 
“Without it, just more of the same. 
Chairman Kim will make a wise 
decision!” 

But he kept the world guess¬ 
ing about what he might offer in 
return, a key sticking point as 
Kim’s regime wants a reciprocal 
approach in which it is rewarded 
for steps already taken. 

The North Korean leader has 
offered to destroy the main nucle¬ 
ar production complex at Yong- 
byon if the United States offers 
corresponding measures. 

The Trump administration in¬ 
sists it will maintain punishing 
economic sanctions against the 
North until the “final fully veri¬ 
fied denuclearization.” 

Experts predicted the president 
could ease pressure by allowing 
more exemptions for inter-Ko¬ 
rean and humanitarian projects. 
He also may announce a further 
suspension of annual war games 
with South Korea, as he did after 
the previous summit. 

The next joint military exercis¬ 
es are widely expected to begin 
next Monday on a smaller scale, 


but officials have declined to con¬ 
firm that until after the summit. 

North Korea hates the drills, 
which it considers rehearsals for 
an invasion. 

At the same time, influential 
voices in Washington have ex¬ 
pressed doubt that the North will 
entirely relinquish its nuclear 
capability and have urged the 
White House to be careful not to 
make concessions based simply 
on promises from Kim. 

“We currently assess that 
North Korea will seek to retain 
its WMD capabilities, and is un¬ 
likely to completely give up its 
nuclear weapons and production 
capabilities,” Director of Nation¬ 
al Intelligence Dan Coats told a 
Senate committee last month. 
“Our assessment is bolstered by 
our observations of some activ¬ 
ity that is inconsistent with full 
denuclearization,” 

South Korean President Moon 
Jae-in, who is desperate to pre¬ 
vent a return to the tensions that 
preceded the talks, expressed 
hope the summit would be a 
success. 

“The two leaders of North 
Korea and the United States have 
traveled to this point on a path 
that no one else has taken before,” 


Moon said Monday in Seoul. 

He added that a successful sum¬ 
mit would “serve as a decisive op¬ 
portunity to resolve the threat of 
war and other security concerns 
on the Korean Peninsula as well 
as to enable us to move toward the 
age of a peace-driven economy.” 

His office, meanwhile, said a 
declaration to formally end the 
1950-53 Korean War, which was 
left in a stalemate with an armi¬ 
stice, could be on the table. 

“I believe the possibility is 
open,” presidential spokesman 
Kim Eui-kyeom said. “There is 
no way of knowing what kind of 
a declaration it might be, but I be¬ 
lieve the United States and North 
Korea may reach an agreement 
on the declaration of war’s end at 
any degree.” 

North Korea has long sought 
such a move, which would be the 
first step toward a formal peace 
treaty. But the United States 
has resisted due to concerns it 
may undercut the justification 
for maintaining some 28,000 
American troops on the divided 
peninsula. 

Vietnam, which has been tout¬ 
ed as an example of a communist 
country that has successfully 
implemented economic reforms, 


said it was ready to host the two 
leaders. But, it said, the rest would 
be up to them. 

“Security will be at the maxi¬ 
mum level,” Le Hoai Trung, Viet¬ 
nam’s deputy minister of foreign 
affairs, told reporters in Hanoi. 

The Vietnamese said Trump 
would meet with the country’s 
leadership Wednesday morning, 
leading to speculation he would 
begin his summit with Kim in the 
afternoon. 

The North Korean leader left 
Pyongyang on Saturday en route 
to Vietnam, according to the 
state-run Korean Central News 
Agency. It published a photo of 
Kim waving as he boarded his 
specially outfitted green train. 

KCNA didn’t give more details 
about the route, but Vietnam said 
Kim was expected to arrive via 
China by train at the border sta¬ 
tion of Dong Dang early Tuesday. 

South Korea’s Yonhap News 
Agency reported that Kim was 
likely to travel by car to Hanoi. 
The North Korean leader flew on 
a Chinese plane to Singapore for 
the previous summit. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Yoo Kyong 
Chang contributed to this report. 
gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 


Fire, fury, love? The mythology behind the Trump-Kim summit 



Evan Vucci/AP 


President Donald Trump and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un stop 
to talk with the media as they walk from their lunch at the Capella 
resort on Sentosa Island in Singapore on June 12, 2018. 


By Calvin Woodward 
and Kim Tong-Hyung 

Associated Press 

Between the two of them, Pres¬ 
ident Donald Trump and North 
Korea’s Kim Jong Un have cre¬ 
ated a mythology about the U.S.- 
North Korean relationship that 
could gain another chapter when 
they meet in Hanoi this week for 
their second summit. 

According to that mythology, 
the U.S. came to 
ANALYSIS the brink of war 
(says Trump) 
with a rising nu¬ 
clear power able to rain destruc¬ 
tion on U.S. soil (says Kim). Talk 
(by Kim and Trump) of nuclear 
buttons on desks evolved into 
some kind of “love” (says Trump) 
and now the two are on the road 
to a nuclear-free and even pros¬ 
perous North. 

The reality is more prosaic, 
though still historic: Two hostile 
nations — one wealthy, one im¬ 
poverished, both bristling with 
weapons — are talking at the 
highest level. 

The next chapters are yet to be 
written by Trump and Kim. Their 
story so far has been marked by 
overwrought accounts of the per¬ 
ils at hand and over-the-top pro¬ 
nouncements of progress. 

Here’s a look at myths and real¬ 
ity on their past rhetoric: 

The perils 

Myth: The U.S. and North Korea 
were about to go to war when 
Trump came to office. 

■ “When I came in, North 
Korea was — it looks like it was 
going to war. You know that. It 
was going to happen, bad things.” 


— Trump at a rally in El Paso, 
Texas, Feb. 11. 

■ “If I had not been elected 
president of the United States, 
we would right now, in my opin¬ 
ion, be in a major war with North 
Korea with potentially millions of 
people killed.” — Trump in State 
of the Union speech, Feb. 5. 

Reality: Trump cites no evidence 
to support what he sometimes 
states as a fact and other times 
as his opinion. The idea that war 
was close rings false through the 
foreign policy establishment and 
is disputed by people who served 
under President Barack Obama, 
such as Ben Rhodes, who was 
deputy national security adviser, 
and John Brennan, Obama’s CIA 
chief. 

To the extent that belligerence 
is a harbinger of war, the risk in¬ 
creased under Trump. 

Agitated by North Korea’s pro¬ 
vocative nuclear and missile tests 
in 2017, Trump engaged with Kim 


in an escalating war of words 
as each man bragged about the 
nuclear buttons within reach. In¬ 
sults flew about the U.S. “dotard” 
and the North’s “rocket man.” 

Trump departed from recent 
predecessors in openly warn¬ 
ing of war with the North, telling 
reporters in August 2017 that if 
the North Koreans continued to 
make threats, “They will be met 
with fire and fury like the world 
has never seen.” 

Myth: North Korea can mount a 
nuclear attack striking anywhere 
in the U.S. 

■ “It’s not a mere threat but a 
reality that I have a nuclear but¬ 
ton on the desk in my office. All 
of the mainland United States is 
within the range of our nuclear 
strike.” — Kim, Jan. 1, 2018. 

■ North Korea no longer needs 
to test intermediate and intercon¬ 
tinental missiles, or to conduct 
nuclear tests, because “the work 
for mounting nuclear warheads 


on ballistic rockets was finished” 
and “whole processes of develop¬ 
ing nuclear weapons were carried 
out in a scientific way.” — North 
Korea’s official Korean Cen¬ 
tral News Agency, summarizing 
Kim’s remarks at a central party 
meeting in April 2018. 

Reality: Kim is inflating the 
North’s nuclear and missile 
capabilities. 

The North did demonstrate ad¬ 
vanced weapons capability during 
its torrent of nuclear and missile 
tests in 2017. It tested three devel¬ 
opmental ICBMs, including the 
Hwasong-15 that demonstrated 
potential range to reach deep into 
the U.S. mainland. 

But the ICBM tests showed 
no clear sign that the North per¬ 
fected the technology needed to 
ensure that a warhead could sur¬ 
vive the harsh conditions of atmo¬ 
spheric re-entry. 

The progress 

Myth: Trump is the only presi¬ 
dent to make any progress with 
North Korea. 

■ “This isn’t the past. This 
isn’t another administration that 
never got it started and, there¬ 
fore, never got it done.” — Trump 
after the June 2018 summit. 

■ The North Koreans in “one 
case, they took billions of dollars 
during the Clinton regime. ... 
Took billions of dollars and noth¬ 
ing happened.” He said of Presi¬ 
dent Bill Clinton: “He spent $3 
billion and got nothing.” — after 
June summit. 

Reality: He’s wrong in suggest¬ 
ing his administration is the first 
to start work on denuclearization 
with North Korea. The Clinton 
and George W. Bush administra¬ 


tions both did so. And his num¬ 
bers are off. The Clinton and 
Bush administrations combined 
to provide some $1.3 billion in 
food and energy assistance from 
1995 to 2008, according to the 
Congressional Research Service, 
a nonpartisan arm of Congress. 

Myth: North Korea has substan¬ 
tially retracted its nuclear weap¬ 
ons capability. 

■ “Accordingly, we declared at 
home and abroad that we would 
neither make and test nuclear 
weapons any longer nor use and 
proliferate them, and we have 
taken various practical mea¬ 
sures.” — Kim in his Jan. 1 ad¬ 
dress this year. 

Reality: Kim’s description of 
the outcome of his summits with 
Washington and Seoul in 2018 
doesn’t match what actually hap¬ 
pened in past months. 

In his three meetings with 
South Korean President Moon 
Jae-in and his first with Trump, 
Kim signed vague statements 
pledging the “complete denucle¬ 
arization” of the Korean Penin¬ 
sula without describing how and 
when it would occur. The North 
for decades has been pushing a 
concept of denuclearization that 
bears no resemblance to the 
American definition. 

The North did suspend its nu¬ 
clear and long-range missile tests 
and unilaterally dismantled its 
nuclear testing ground and parts 
of a rocket launch facility, without 
the presence of outside experts. 
But those measures were not seen 
as material steps toward reducing 
the North’s nuclear capability. 

The North never did de¬ 
clare it would not make nuclear 
weapons. 
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Manu Fernandez/AP 


Huawei CEO Richard Yu displays the new Huawei Mate X foldable 5G smartphone at MWC Barcelona in 
Spain on Sunday. 

Huawei takes center stage at trade fair 

By Kelvin Chan 

Associated Press 


Animal saved from icy 
river not dog but wolf 

HELSINKI — Estonian con¬ 
struction workers got the shock 
of their lives when they found out 
the animal they saved from an icy 
river was not a dog but a wolf. 

Rando Kartsepp, Robin Sil- 
lamae and Erki Vali told the 
Postimees newspaper they were 
working at the Sindi dam on the 
frozen Parnu River in southwest¬ 
ern Estonia when they saw an 
animal frantically swimming in a 
maze of ice. 

They rescued the ice-coated 
animal and took it to a shelter. A 
hunter told them it was a young 
male wolf suffering from shock 
and hypothermia. 

Burkina Faso: Forces 
killed 29 extremists 

OUAGADOUGOU, Burkina 
Faso — Burkina Faso’s armed 
forces said defense and security 
forces killed 29 extremists in an 
operation last week in the coun¬ 
try’s east. 

Armed forces spokesman Col. 
Karim Ouili said late Sunday the 
combined actions of special forces 
by land and air on Feb. 19-20 took 
place in the localities of Kom- 
pienbiga, Kabonga and a touristic 
hunting area. He said weapons, 
ammunition and other materials 
were seized. 

Burkina Faso has seen a mqjor 
increase in extremist attacks in 
the past few years. 

UAE sending astronaut 
to ISS in September 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 

— The United Arab Emirates 
has announced the date the first 
astronaut from the Gulf Arab na¬ 
tion will go into space. 

The UAE said Monday it will 
send either Hazza al-Mansoori 
or Sultan al-Neyadi to the Inter¬ 
national Space Station on Sept. 25 
aboard a Russian Soyuz rocket. 

Organizers had said they’d an¬ 
nounce the astronaut who’s going 
but instead gave just the launch 
date. Dubai’s ruler, Sheikh Mo¬ 
hammed bin Rashid A1 Maktoum, 
had already announced the astro¬ 
nauts’ names last September. 

The UAE has a fledgling space 
program with big ambitions. It 
launched its first locally made 
satellite, KhalifaSat, in October 
from Japan. It wants to launch a 
probe to Mars in 2020. 

Watchdog says cartoon 
didn't breach standards 

SYDNEY — The Australian 
Press Council has ruled there 
was no breach of its standards of 
practice in a cartoon of tennis star 
Serena Williams that attracted 
global condemnation after being 
published by Melbourne’s Herald 
Sun newspaper last September. 

The depiction of Williams by 
cartoonist Mark Knight showed 
her reacting angrily during her 
loss to Naomi Osaka in the final 
of the U.S. Open. Williams is de¬ 
picted with her mouth open wide, 
hands in fists and jumping above a 
broken tennis racket and a baby’s 
pacifier. The umpire was shown 
telling a blond, slender woman 

— meant to be Osaka — “Can you 
just let her win?” 

From The Associated Press 


BARCELONA, Spain — Chi¬ 
nese tech giant Huawei took cen¬ 
ter stage Monday at the world’s 
biggest mobile industry trade fair, 
as it wages a geopolitical battle 
with the U.S. over its role in next- 
generation telecom networks. 

Huawei has an outsize pres¬ 
ence at MWC Barcelona in Spain, 
a four-day industry showcase of 
mobile devices and innovations 
expected to draw 100,000 visitors. 

The focus at this year’s meeting 
is new 5G networks due to roll out 
in the coming years. But an ongo¬ 
ing U.S.-China dispute over Hua¬ 
wei, the world’s biggest maker of 
networking gear, is casting a pall. 

Washington is dispatching a big 
delegation to press its case with 
telecom executives and govern¬ 
ment officials that they should 
avoid Huawei over national se¬ 
curity concerns. President Don¬ 
ald Trump’s administration has 
raised fears that the Chinese 


By Julhas Alam 
and Emily Schmall 

Associated Press 

DHAKA, Bangladesh — A man 
who was killed while trying to hi¬ 
jack a commercial flight in Ban¬ 
gladesh was a passenger from 
a village near the capital who 
had been previously arrested in 
a kidnapping case, officials said 
Monday. 

Mufti Mahmud Khan, director 
of the law and media wing of Ban¬ 
gladesh’s Rapid Action Battalion 
security agency, said the suspect 
was listed in its database as Md. 
Polash Ahmed, 24, and had been 
arrested in 2012. Khan declined 
to provide details about the kid¬ 
napping case. 

Confusion remained over 
whether Ahmed was armed. 

The plane operated by Biman 


government could use Huawei 
equipment to snoop on the world’s 
internet traffic — accusations that 
Huawei has rejected, saying there 
has not been a single proven case 
of a cybersecurity breach. 

Huawei’s counteroffensive in¬ 
cludes unveiling a new folding 
5G phone and having executives 
speak on keynote panels and brief 
journalists at the show, formerly 
known as Mobile World Congress, 
which is a key forum for lobbying 
and dealmaking. 

“The geopolitical tensions be¬ 
tween the U.S.A. and China will 
undoubtedly be a hot topic at 
MWC, particularly in the context 
of Huawei,” said Shaun Collins, 
CEO of research firm CCS Insight. 
“There is little doubt that opera¬ 
tors around the world are con¬ 
cerned that draconian sanctions 
on their ability to use Huawei’s 5G 
infrastructure could have detri¬ 
mental effects on their 5G rollout 
plans.” 

Behind closed doors, U.S. of¬ 
ficials have been suggesting that 


Bangladesh Airlines made an 
emergency landing in Chittagong 
on Sunday after the attempted 
hijacking, 
which oc¬ 
curred 
shortly after 
takeoff from 
Dhaka. The 
plane was 
headed to 
Dubai via 
Chittagong. 

Officials 
said Sunday 
that Ahmed 
was injured 
in an exchange of gunfire with 
special forces, that he had shot at 
them first and was armed with a 
pistol. 

Civil aviation authorities cast 
doubt on that account Monday. 

When asked about reports that 


Ericsson, of Sweden, and Fin¬ 
land’s Nokia should be preferred 
suppliers, but telecom provid¬ 
ers like Huawei for its cheap but 
good quality equipment. That 
helps lower the cost to customers 
of using new 5G networks, which 
promise lightning fast download 
speeds and less signal lag. 

Trump tweeted last week that 
he wanted the U.S. to catch up in 
the 5G race through competition, 
“not by blocking out currently 
more advanced technologies.” 
Though he didn’t mention China 
or Huawei, the comments could 
be seen as a more toned-down ap¬ 
proach to the company, which has 
long been blocked in the U.S. 

Huawei’s rotating chairman, 
Guo Ping, told reporters Sunday 
he was aware of the remarks. 

“I have noticed the president’s 
Twitter,” said Guo. “He said that 
the U.S. needs faster and smarter 
5G and even 6G and he has real¬ 
ized that the U.S. is lagging behind 
in this aspect. I think his message 
is clear and correct.” 


Ahmed had a toy gun, ministry 
Secretary Mohibul Haque said 
they didn’t know whether the pis¬ 
tol was a toy. 

“We don’t know if there was any 
exchange of gunfire,” Haque said. 

Bangladesh civil aviation minis¬ 
ter Mahbub Ah told reporters that 
Ahmed had booked a seat on the 
flight from Dhaka to Chittagong, 
and that airport surveillance 
video showed him going through 
security with other passengers. 

“There was no signal that he 
had something” when he boarded 
Sunday’s flight, Ali said. 

Khan said when the agency’s 
bomb-disposal unit reached the 
scene, they found that Ahmed had 
fake “bomblike material.” 

Officials said Ahmed asked to 
speak to Bangladesh Prime Min¬ 
ister Sheik Hasina before dying on 
his way to a hospital. 


Bangladeshi police ID failed hijacking suspect 



Ahmed 


UK's May 
urged to 
postpone 
Brexit 

By Raf Casert 
and Lorne Cook 

Associated Press 

SHARM EL-SHEIKH, Egypt 
— After nearly two years of bitter 
talks on the departure of Britain 
from the European Union, there’s 
now even disagreement between 
the two on when Brexit should ac¬ 
tually take place. 

While EU Council President 
Donald Tusk said Monday that it 
would be “rational” for the March 
29 Brexit date to be extended, 
British Prime Minister Theresa 
May reiterated her opposition to 
any delay. 

Tusk warned that the chances 
of a withdrawal agreement being 
concluded in time are receding, 
and with businesses fearing a 
chaotic and costly cliff-edge de¬ 
parture, sticking by the planned 
Brexit date would be too risky. 

“I believe that in the situation 
we are in, an extension would 
be a rational solution,” Tusk told 
reporters at an EU-Arab League 
summit in Egypt, acknowledging 
that he and May had discussed 
prolonging the negotiations. 

He said “all the 27 (member 
states) will show maximum un¬ 
derstanding and goodwill” to 
make possible such a postpone¬ 
ment — a decision that would re¬ 
quire a unanimous vote. 

May insisted she could deliver 
on the set date, however massive 
the challenge. 

“It is within our grasp to leave 
with a deal on 29th of March and 
I think that that is where all of our 
energies should be focused,” May 
said. 

She said that “any delay is a 
delay. It doesn’t address the issue. 
It doesn’t resolve the issue.” 

May met several EU leaders 
separately over two days at the 
summit in the Red Sea resort of 
Sharm El-Sheikh. She held talks 
with German Chancellor An¬ 
gela Merkel and European Com¬ 
mission President Jean-Claude 
Juncker as she sought elusive 
changes to the U.K.-EU divorce 
agreement. 

And Dutch Prime Minister 
Mark Rutte warned her against 
“sleepwalking” into a chaotic 
Brexit next month and that it was 
time for Britain to clinch a deal. 

“It’s absolutely unacceptable. 
And I think your best friends 
have to warn you for that,” Rutte 
told the BBC. “Wake up. This is 
real.” 

Britain’s Parliament has re¬ 
jected the deal once, and May has 
over a month to get it approved 
by lawmakers before the U.K.’s 
scheduled departure day. May 
says a new vote won’t be held this 
week and could come as late as 
March 12. 
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Trial over Roundup cancer 
claim set to get underway 


By Sudhin Thanawala 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — A jury 
in federal court in San Francisco 
will decide whether Roundup 
weed killer caused a California 
man’s cancer in a trial starting 
Monday that plaintiffs’ attorneys 
say could help determine the fate 
of hundreds of similar lawsuits. 

Edwin Hardeman, 70, is the 
second plaintiff to go to trial of 
thousands around the country 
who claim agribusiness giant 
Monsanto’s weed killer causes 
cancer. 

Monsanto says studies have 
established that the active ingre¬ 
dient in Roundup, glyphosate, is 
safe. 

A San Francisco jury in August 
awarded another man $289 mil¬ 
lion after determining Roundup 
caused his non-Hodgkin’s lym¬ 
phoma. A judge later slashed the 


award to $78 million, and Mon¬ 
santo has appealed. 

Hardeman’s trial is before a 
different judge and may be more 
significant. U.S. Judge Vince 
Chhabria is overseeing hundreds 
of Roundup lawsuits and has 
deemed Hardeman’s case and 
two others “bellwether trials.” 

The outcome of bellwether 
cases can help attorneys decide 
whether to continue fighting sim¬ 
ilar suits in court or settle them. 
A jury verdict in favor of Har¬ 
deman and the other test plain¬ 
tiffs would give their attorneys a 
strong bargaining position in any 
settlement talks for the remain¬ 
ing cases before Chhabria, said 
David Levine, a professor at the 
University of California, Hast¬ 
ings College of the Law who has 
followed the Roundup litigation. 

Thousands of other Roundup 
lawsuits are pending in state 
courts around the country. 


Many government regulators 
have rejected a link between can¬ 
cer and glyphosate. Monsanto 
has vehemently denied such a 
connection, saying hundreds of 
studies have established that the 
chemical is safe. 

The herbicide came under 
increasing scrutiny after the 
France-based International 
Agency for Research on Cancer, 
which is part of the World Health 
Organization, classified it as a 
“probable human carcinogen” in 
2015. 

The U.S. Environmental Pro¬ 
tection Agency says glyphosate is 
safe for people when used in ac¬ 
cordance with label directions. 

Hardeman started using 
Roundup products to treat poison 
oak, overgrowth and weeds on his 
56-acre Sonoma County property 
in the 1980s and continued using 
them through 2012, according to 



Roundup, a weed killer made by Monsanto, is displayed at a 
hardware store in Los Angeles on Jan. 26, 2017. 


his attorneys. He was diagnosed 
with non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma in 
2015. 

In a setback for Hardeman, 
Chhabria issued a ruling last 
month breaking his trial up into 
two phases. Hardeman’s attor¬ 
neys will first have to convince 
jurors that his use of Roundup 
caused his non-Hodgkin’s lym¬ 
phoma before they can make ar¬ 
guments for punitive damages. 

The trial is expected to last 
about a month. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Feb. 26). 

Dollar buys (Feb. 26). 

British pound (Feb. 26). 

Japanese yen (Feb. 26). 

South Korean won (Feb. 26).... 


,...$1.1647 

,..€0.8586 

.$1.34 

.108.00 

,..1,092.00 


Survey: Business economists see recession by 2020 


By Martin Crutsinger 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Roughly 
half the nation’s business econo¬ 
mists say they think the U.S. 
economy will slip into recession 
by the end of next year, and three- 
fourths envision such a downturn 
beginning by the end of 2021. 

The finding comes from the 
latest survey by the National As¬ 
sociation for Business Economics 
of its member economists. Just 10 


percent of them say they foresee 
a recession beginning this year. 
At the other extreme, only 11 per¬ 
cent expect the economy to avoid 
a recession through 2021. 

The economy began its expan¬ 
sion in June 2009, when the Great 
Recession officially ended. If it 
endures beyond June this year, 
the expansion will become the 
longest on record. Compared 
with others, the current one has 
been tepid, with annual economic 


growth averaging just slightly 
above 2 percent. But many econo¬ 
mists say its modest pace has 
helped prolong the expansion, 
in part by keeping inflation in 
check. 

The NABE economists approve 
of the Federal Reserve’s manage¬ 
ment of interest rates, with nearly 
three-quarters of them calling 
the Fed’s policymaking “about 
right.” 

Having raised rates four times 
lastyear, the Fed and its chairman, 


Jerome Powell, have pledged to 
be “patient” about rates — which 
most analysts have taken to mean 
that they’re done raising rates for 
at least a few months. 

Investors are collectively bet¬ 
ting that the Fed won’t raise its 
benchmark rate at all this year. 
But the NABE survey found that 
39 percent of economists foresee 
one rate increase — and 26 per¬ 
cent say they think the Fed will 
raise rates twice this year. 


Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

China (Yuan). 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

Euro. 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel). 

Japan (Yen). 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).... 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

Turkey (Lira). 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


.0.3770 

.$1.3064 

.1.3159 

.6.6905 

.6.5727 

.17.5520 

....$1.1352/0.8809 

.7.8490 

.279.92 

.3.6099 

.110.83 

.0.3035 

.8.5953 

.51.90 

.3.82 
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.1.3493 
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3-month bill. 

30-year bond. 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


TUESDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


TUESDAY IN EUROPE 


WEDNESDAY IN THE PACIFIC 
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District will open school 
for 1 student next fall 

lily LARAMIE — A Wyo- 
W* I ming school district 
plans to reopen an isolated school 
to serve a single student entering 
kindergarten this fall. 

The Laramie Boomerang re¬ 
ported that Cozy Hollow School is 
about 60 miles north of Laramie. 
A modular classroom is already 
there but hasn’t been used for 
about a decade. 

It will be the second one-stu¬ 
dent school in the Albany County 
School District. They’re only a 
few miles apart, but connecting 
roads are impassable much of the 
winter. 

Wyoming law requires on-site 
education for isolated students 
when it’s impossible to transport 
them to other schools. 

The district tried live-stream¬ 
ing classes for isolated students 
but it didn’t work well, especially 
for young children. 

Horses rescued after 
fall into frozen lake 

HA STROUDSBURG 
WT — Crews rescued two 
horses that escaped from their 
Pennsylvania farm and became 
trapped in an icy lake. 

Gunther and Wilhelm are two 
15-year-old Clydesdales that live 
at Quiet Valley Living Historical 
Farm near Stroudsburg. WNEP- 
TV reported that the pair got 
loose Saturday morning and wan¬ 
dered out onto a frozen lake, then 
fell through the ice. 

Rescue crews had to create a 
trench using chain saws to walk 
the horses out of the lake. The 
crews were able to guide the 
horses to land, and veterinarians 
helped them dry off and warm up. 

Quiet Valley Living Historical 
Farm said the horses do not have 
any broken bones and started 
eating as soon as they recovered 
from the cold. 

Suspect hops on elderly 
driver's lap to steal car 

P| DAYTONA BEACH — 
r I ■ Authorities said a Flor¬ 
ida woman trying to steal a car 
jumped onto the lap of a woman 
and tried to drive away. 

Daytona Beach police said the 
victim, 70, was pulling out of a 
grocery store parking lot Friday 
when the unidentified suspect 
opened the driver’s side door and 
hopped in. According to the ar¬ 
rest report, the suspect struck the 
victim several times as she tried 
to gain control of the vehicle, but 
the driver fought back. 

The elderly driver crashed into 
another vehicle in the parking lot 
during the struggle. 

The Daytona Beach News- 
Journal reported that the suspect 
was captured a few blocks away. 

Otters are spotted in 
downtown Milwaukee 

Ul| MILWAUKEE — A 
W* I group of otters made 
a rare if not unprecedented ap¬ 
pearance in downtown Milwau¬ 
kee last week. 

The state Department of Natu¬ 
ral Resources said a video of the 


THE CENSUS 

The number of rounds of ammunition an Arizona man is accused of smuggling from the United 
States into Mexico from 2016 to 2018. In addition to the ammunition, Marco Antonio Peralta-Vega, 
35, also is charged with smuggling nearly 2,650 rifle magazines, plus numerous body armor plates 
and several handguns. The Arizona Daily Star reported that Peralta-Vega, of Nogales, pleaded not 
guilty Friday in U.S. District Court in Tucson to a smuggling charge in a Feb. 6 federal indictment. 
According to court documents, the government alleges that Peralta-Vega arranged delivery of the ammunition and other items 
to his home and then turned them over to somebody else to take across the U.S.-Mexico border. 





Bac Totrong, The (Bowling Green, Ky.) Daily News/AP 


Physics Olympians 

Warren Central High School students, from left, Denis Mujanovic, Anna Dim, Ahmed Kamaluldeen and Ghader Asal fire their trebuchets 
Saturday during the siege engine portion of the annual Western Kentucky Physics Olympics at Western Kentucky University’s Snell Hall in 
Bowling Green. 


otters along the Milwaukee River 
is the first documented otter 
sighting in downtown Milwaukee. 
The video was made by the Mil¬ 
waukee Institute of Art and De¬ 
sign after the otters were spotted 
near that building. 

The DNR said restoration ef¬ 
forts to increase water quality 
and habitats for fish, frogs and 
crayfish may have helped create 
a better food source for otters. 

Librarians looking for 
bedbugs in books 

|yr LINCOLN — Lincoln 
Irl k library officials said 
librarians have been inspecting 
each item checked back into the 
eight branches, committed to 
keeping out any bedbugs. 

The Lincoln Journal Star re¬ 
ported that the system formed a 
bedbug committee in 2014 after 
a national rash of bedbug reports 
from a variety of places, including 
theaters and thrift stores, college 
dorms and apartment buildings, 
hotel rooms and surgical centers. 

In May 2014, the North Platte 
Public Library closed for nearly a 
week to solve its bedbug problem. 
Lincoln library staffers found 
bedbugs that same year. 


Books showing any evidence of 
bedbugs are kept in a freezer at 
zero degrees for four days, long 
enough to kill the bugs and any 
eggs. 

Impatient motorist 
nearly mows down kids 

|k|Y NEW YORK — Driver 
Iri ■ impatience on New 
York City streets at times knows 
no limits. In one case, it meant 
flooring the gas pedal and nearly 
mowing down a group of Brook¬ 
lyn schoolchildren. 

A motorist stuck behind a 
stopped school bus last week 
drove onto a sidewalk, startling 
the frightened children, who scat¬ 
tered out of the way. 

A video camera on the Brook¬ 
lyn street captured the incident 
Thursday outside a yeshiva in the 
Borough Park neighborhood. 

New York State Assemblyman 
Dov Hikind, who represents Bor¬ 
ough Park, told WABC-TV that 
passing the school bus could have 
resulted in the driver committing 
murder. 

He said he hopes the video 
footage showing the car’s license 
plate will lead to an arrest. 


Giant slide sold; will 
remain at fairgrounds 

|| SPRINGFIELD — Offi- 
I L cials said an out-of-state 
buyer has purchased the giant 
yellow slide that’s been a visitor 
favorite at the Illinois State Fair 
for more than a half-century. 

Prairie State Bank and Trust 
officials told The (Springfield) 
State Journal-Register that a 
Minnesota man has agreed to 
buy the slide and continue to op¬ 
erate it on the state fairgrounds in 
Springfield. The bank had repos¬ 
sessed the slide from a previous 
owner. 

The bank wouldn’t disclose the 
sales price or identify the buyer 
because the sale isn’t expected to 
close until early April. The bank’s 
initial asking price for the slide 
was $135,000. 

Frugal county official 
dresses up as Mickey 

||i| | FLINT — A county offi- 
llrl I cial in Michigan dressed 
as Mickey Mouse to help draw at¬ 
tention to what he describes as 
wasteful spending on a Florida 
trip for employee training. 


Genesee County Clerk-Register 
John Gleason held a news confer¬ 
ence Wednesday with play money 
and a suitcase as props while a 
woman dressed as Minnie Mouse 
stood behind him. He said spend¬ 
ing about $25,000 to send three 
employees to the Disney Institute 
was “another junket.” 

County Board Coordinator 
Josh Freeman, who was among 
the attendees this month, said the 
expense was justified after about 
a decade of little spending on em¬ 
ployee development and training. 

Skier dies after falling 
into mountain tree well 

PORTLAND—A Tim- 
berline Lodge spokes¬ 
man said a skier died after falling 
into a tree well on Mount Hood. 

The Oregonian reported that 
the man, 42, was skiing with a 
friend when he fell into the tree 
well Saturday. 

Tree wells are areas of loose 
snow around tree trunks that 
can suffocate people who fall into 
them. They are considered most 
dangerous after periods of heavy 
snowfall. 

From wire reports 
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Best picture goes to.. 

Academy Awards’ top prize a controversial upset; ‘Roma,’ 
‘Black Panther,’ ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’ win multiple Oscars 


By Jake Coyle 

Associated Press 

The segregation-era road-trip drama “Green 
Book” was crowned best picture at the 91st Acad¬ 
emy Awards, delighting those who see the film as 
a feel-good throwback but disappointing others who 
ridicule it as an outdated inversion of “Driving Miss 
Daisy.” 

In a year when Hollywood could have made his¬ 
tory by bestowing its top award on Netflix (“Roma”) 
or Marvel (“Black Panther”) for the first time, the 
motion picture academy instead threw its fullest 
support Sunday behind a traditional interracial 
buddy tale that proved as popular as it was divi¬ 
sive. But Peter Farrelly’s “Green Book” weathered 
criticism that it was retrograde and inauthentic to 
triumph over more acclaimed films and bigger box- 
office successes. 

It was an unexpected finale to a brisk, hostless 
ceremony that was awash in historic wins for diver¬ 
sity, including Spike Lee’s first competitive Oscar. 
More women and more individual black nominees 
won than ever before. 

The Oscars otherwise spread awards around for 
Ryan Coogler’s superhero sensation “Black Pan¬ 
ther,” Alfonso Cuaron’s black-and-white personal 
epic “Roma” and the Freddie Mercury biopic “Bohe¬ 
mian Rhapsody” at the ceremony in Los Angeles. 

“Green Book” also won best supporting actor for 
Mahershala Ali and best original screenplay. 

“The whole story is about love,” said Farrelly, 
a filmmaker best known for broad comedies like 
“Dumb and Dumber” and “There’s Something 
About Mary.” “It’s about loving each other despite 
the differences and find out the truth about who we 
are. We’re the same people.” 

Lee’s win for best adapted screenplay for his white 
supremacist drama “BlacKkKlansman,” an award 
he shared with three co-writers, gave the ceremony 
its signature moment. The crowd rose in a stand¬ 
ing ovation as Lee leapt into the arms of presenter 
Samuel L. Jackson. 

Lee, whose film includes footage of President 
Donald Trump following the violent white suprema¬ 
cist protests in Charlottesville, Va., urged mobiliza¬ 
tion for the upcoming election. 

“Let’s be on the right side of history. Make the 
moral choice between love and hate,” said Lee, who 
was given an honorary Oscar in 2015. “Let’s do the 
right thing! You knew I had to get that in there.” 

One of the biggest surprises of the night was in 


the best actress category. Olivia Colman won for 
her Queen Anne in the royal romp “The Favourite,” 
denying Glenn Close her first Oscar. Close remains 
the most-nominated living actor never to win, with 
seven nominations. 

“Ooo. It’s genuinely quite stressful,” said a stag¬ 
gered Colman, who later turned to 
Close to say she was her idol, “and this 
is not how I wanted it to be.” 

The night’s co-lead nominee 
“Roma” won best director and best 
cinematography for Cuaron, whose 
film also notched Mexico’s first for¬ 
eign language film Oscar. Cuaron and 
his countrymen — Alejandro Inarritu 
and Guillermo del Toro, who present¬ 
ed Cuaron with best picture — have 
had a stranglehold on the category, 
winning five of the past six years. 

Cuaron, who became the first di¬ 
rector to ever win while serving as 
his own director of photography, ref¬ 
erenced an especially international 
crop of nominees in one of his three 
acceptance speeches. 

“When asked about the New Wave, Claude Chab¬ 
rol said there are no waves, there is only the ocean,” 
said Cuaron, referring to the French filmmaker. 
“The nominees tonight have proven that we are a 
part of the same ocean.” 

The wins for “Roma” gave Netflix its most sig¬ 
nificant awards yet, but “Green Book” denied 
the streaming giant the best picture win it dearly 
sought. The wins for “Black Panther” — along with 
best animated film winner “Spider-Man: Into the 
Spider-Verse” — meant the first Academy Awards 
for Marvel, the most consistent blockbuster factor 
Hollywood has ever seen. 

The lush, big-budget craft of “Black Panther” 
won for Ruth E. Carter’s costume design, Hannah 
Beachler and Jay Hart’s production design, and Lud¬ 
wig Goransson’s score. Beachler had been the first 
African-American to ever be nominated in the cat¬ 
egory. Beachler and Carter became just the second 
and third black women to win non-acting Oscars. 

“It just means that we’ve opened the door,” Cart¬ 
er, a veteran costume designer, said backstage. “Fi¬ 
nally, the door is wide open.” 

Two years after winning for his role in “Moon¬ 
light,” Mahershala Ali won again for his supporting 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 17 
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Chris Pizzello, Invision/AP 


Viggo Mortensen, right, congratulates “Green Book” costar 
Mahershala Ali for winning the best supporting actor award at the 
Oscars on Sunday in Los Angeles. “Green Book” also won best 
picture and best original screenplay. 


Academy Awards winners 


Best picture: “Green Book" 

Best actress: Olivia Colman, “The 
Favourite” 

Best actor: Rami Malek, “Bohe¬ 
mian Rhapsody” 

Best director: Alfonso Cuaron, 
“Roma" 

Best supporting actress: Regina 
King, “If Beale Street Could Talk" 
Best supporting actor: Mahershala 
Ali, “Green Book” 

Foreign language film: Mexico’s 
“Roma” 

Original screenplay: “Green Book," 
Nick Vallelonga, Brian Currie and 
Peter Farrelly 

Adapted screenplay: “BlacKkKlans¬ 
man,” Charlie Wachtel, David 
Rabinowitz, Kevin Willmott and 
Spike Lee 

Original Song: “Shallow" from “A 
Star Is Born,” music and lyrics by 
Lady Gaga, Mark Ronson, Anthony 
Rossomando and Andrew Wyatt 


Cinematography: Alfonso Cuaron, 
“Roma” 

Best animated film: “Spider-Man: 
Into the Spider-Verse" 

Original Score: “Black Panther,” 
Ludwig Goransson 
Costume design: Ruth E. Carter, 
“Black Panther” 

Production design: “Black Panther” 
Sound Editing: “Bohemian 
Rhapsody" 

Sound Mixing: “Bohemian 
Rhapsody” 

Film Editing: John Ottman, “Bohe¬ 
mian Rhapsody” 

Animated short film: “Bao” 
Documentary short subject: 
“Period. End of Sentence" 

Visual effects: “First Man” 

Live action short film: “Skin" 
Documentary feature: “Free Solo” 
Makeup and hairstyling: “Vice” 

From The Associated Press 


Spike Lee’s Oscar night: Triumph and disappointment 


By Lynn Elber 

Associated Press 

Spike Lee’s first-ever competitive Oscar 
award turned a mostly staid ceremony into 
one with joy and passion, but that later gave 
way to frustration. 

Lee, who captured the best adapted 
screenplay trophy for “BlacKkKlans¬ 
man,” jumped into the arms of presenter, 
longtime collaborator and close friend 
Samuel L. Jackson when he took the stage 
Sunday to accept his award with Charlie 
Wachtel, David Rabinowitz and Kevin 
Willmott. The audience gave 
him a standing ovation. 

But Lee’s mood ap¬ 
peared to turn sharply 
when the trophy for best 
movie went to competitor 
“Green Book.” Seated in 
the audience, a visibly 

Spike Lee i 

Jordan Strauss, Invision/AP 


angry Lee waved his hands in disgust and 
appeared to try to walk out of the Dolby 
Theatre. He made his way back to his seat 
and later backstage to answer questions. 

“This is my sixth glass, and you 
know why,” he said, smil¬ 
ing and holding a cham¬ 
pagne flute aloft when 
he met with reporters. 
He briefly touched 
on his reaction to the 
“Green Book” win. 

“I’m snake-bit. Every 
time someone’s driving 
somebody, I 
lose,” Lee 
said. He 
was draw¬ 
ing a parallel 



between “Green Book,” about the real-life 
Southern journey of a white man driving 
African-American pianist Don Shirley, 
and the 1989 best-picture Oscar winner 
“Driving Miss Daisy,” about a wealthy 
white woman and her black chauffeur. 

“Green Book” has been lauded by its 
makers and cast as tribute to racial tol¬ 
erance, but critics have condemned it as 
sentimental and outdated. “Do the Right 
Thing” was a best original screenplay 
nominee and not in direct competition with 
“Driving Miss Daisy,” noted Lee — who 
wore rings bearing the words “LOVE” and 
“HATE” on his left and right knuckles, 
recalling a key prop from “Do the Right 
Thing.” 

The veteran filmmaker had waited a 
long time to be recognized by his peers in 


the movie industry beyond the honorary 
Oscar he received in 2015 for his contribu¬ 
tions to movies, earning his first Oscar nod 
for his 1989 film. 

On stage as he won his award, Lee was 
the epitome of excitement. After unleashing 
an expletive as he warned Oscar producers 
not to put a clock on his speech, Lee noted 
that his award came during Black History 
Month, and recited a litany of facts, among 
them the 400-year-old enslavement of Af¬ 
ricans and transport to America. He also 
said his grandmother was a graduate of the 
predominately black Spelman College, de¬ 
spite her mother having been a slave. 

“Before the world tonight, I give praise to 
our ancestors who helped build this coun¬ 
try,” Lee said. “We all connect with our an¬ 
cestors ... when we love our humanity.” 


I’m snake-bit. Every time someone’s driving somebody, I lose. f 

k Spike Lee 

^ “BlacKkKlansman" filmmaker, whose project lost in the best picture category to “Green Book” 
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Jordan Strauss, Invision/AP 


Best actor and actress winners Rami Malek (“Bohemian Rhapsody”), 
left, and Olivia Colman (“The Favourite”) pose with best supporting 
actress winner Regina King (“If Beale Street Could Talk”) and best 
supporting actor winner Mahershala AM (“Green Book”). 
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performance in “Green Book” 
— a role many said was really 
a lead. Ali is the second black 
actor to win two Oscars following 
Denzel Washington, who won for 
“Glory” and “Training Day.” 

“Bohemian Rhapsody,” which 
kicked off the ABC telecast with a 
performance by Queen, won four 
awards despite pans from many 
critics and sexual assault allega¬ 
tions against its director, Bryan 
Singer. Its star, Rami Malek, won 
best actor for his full-bodied and 
prosthetic teeth-aided perfor¬ 
mance, and the film was honored 
for editing, sound mixing and 
sound editing. 

“We made a film about a gay 
man, an immigrant who lived his 
life unapologetically himself,” 
said Malek. “We’re longing for 
stories like this. I am the son of 
immigrants from Egypt. I’m a 
first-generation American, and 
part of my story is being written 
right now.” 

To compensate for a lack of 
host, the motion picture academy 
leaned on its presenters, including 
an ornately outfitted Melissa Mc¬ 
Carthy and Brian Tyree Henry 
and a Keegan-Michael Key who 
floated down like Mary Poppins. 
Following Queen, Tina Fey — 
alongside Amy Poehler and Maya 
Rudolph — welcomed the Dolby 
Theatre audience to “the one- 
millionth Academy Awards.” 

Rudolph summarized a rocky 
Oscar preamble that featured nu¬ 
merous missteps and backtracks 
by the Academy of Motion Pic¬ 
ture Arts and Sciences: “There is 
no host, there won’t be a popular 
movie category and Mexico is not 
paying for the wall.” 


The trio then presented best 
supporting actress to Regina King 
for her pained matriarch in Barry 
Jenkins’ James Baldwin adapta¬ 
tion “If Beale Street Could Talk.” 
The crowd gave King a standing 
ovation for her first Oscar. 

The inclusivity of the winners 
Sunday stood in stark contrast 
to the #OscarsSoWhite backlash 
that marked the 2016 and 2015 
Oscars. Since then, the academy 
has worked to diversify its largely 
white and male membership, add¬ 
ing several thousand new mem¬ 
bers and opening the academy up 
internationally. Still, this year’s 
nominations were criticized for 
not including a female best di¬ 
rector nominee or a best-picture 
nominee directed by a woman. 

Though the once presumed 
front-runner “A Star Is Born” 
saw its chances flame out, it won, 
as expected, for the song “Shal¬ 
low,” which Lady Gaga and Brad¬ 
ley Cooper performed during the 
ceremony. 

Best documentary went to 
Elizabeth Chai Vasarhelyi and 
Jimmy Chin’s “Free Solo,” which 
chronicles rock climber Alex 
Honnold’s famed, free solo ascent 
of Yosemite’s El Capitan, a 3,000- 
foot wall of sheer granite, without 
ropes or climbing equipment. 

Adam McKay’s Dick Cheney 
biopic “Vice” won makeup and 
hairstyling for its extensive physi¬ 
cal transformations. The category 
was one of the four that the acad¬ 
emy initially planned to present 
during a commercial break. Its 
winners — Greg Cannom, Kate 
Biscoe and Patricia Dehaney 
— dragged on in a litany of thank- 
yous and were the first to have 
their microphone cut off. 


New Academy, new Oscars. Sort of. 


By Mary McNamara 
Los Angeles Times 

Change is hard. It never happens quite like 
you want it to and most of the time it is very, very 
messy. 

This year’s Oscars reflected an institution in the 
midst of great change. 

Three years after #OscarsSoWhite, the largest 
and most diverse Academy membership in history 
made history with first-time wins for black female 
filmmakers and a record number 
of awards for black filmmakers. ANALYSIS 
They gave an Oscar to the female 
creators of a short film about 
menstruation, the first Pixar film directed solely 
by a woman and Spike Lee. Alfonso Cuaron won 
three awards for “Roma,” which is a black-and- 
white film entirely in Spanish that is distributed 
by Netflix. 

The nearly 8,000 voters also continued to baffle 
and irritate critics with their stubbornly retro 
fondness for “Bohemian Rhapsody” and their 
choice of the old-fashioned “Green Book” for 
best picture over “Black Panther,” “Roma” and 
“BlacKkKlansman.” 

And, like the smaller and more homogenous 
group before it, this academy stayed true to its 
inexplicable, and frankly unforgivable, “no Oscar 
for Glenn Close” rule. (Glenn, you should have 
brought the damn dog.) 

All of which occurred in a telecast that came as 
close to the three-hour mark as it’s probably ever 
going to get if we are going to continue to let people 
sing and honor the dead. 

All of which is kind of a miracle. 

Never has an Oscar telecast been preceded by 
so much fretting, fuming, Twitter-lashing, letter¬ 
writing and general hand-wringing. A popular 
Oscar? No way! Kevin Hart as host? Uh-uh! No 
host? That won’t work either. Hand out awards in 
four categories during the commercials? We have 
a petition! A three-hour telecast? Impossible! You 
say Queen is opening the show? That’s crazy. And 
that set? It looks like Donald Trump’s hair. 

For an event that usually spends its final weeks 
wondering what to wear, it was intense. 

Queen was fine, if a little redolent of all those 
beer-soaked floors from which sweaty teenagers 
of at least four generations have sung “We Are the 
Champions.” Instead of a host making jokes about 
how long the show is and how big the ratings dip 
will be, there was a far more optimistic “all hands 
on deck” energy that bounced the action between 
awards and performance. 

Any show that manages to get Maya Rudolph, 
Tina Fey, Amy Poehler, Barbra Streisand, Ser¬ 
ena Williams and Melissa McCarthy with a rabbit 
hand puppet on stage is doing something right. 

In fact, for all the last-minute angst producers 
Donna Gigliotti and Glenn Weiss endured, the 
show felt pretty polished — the presenters were 
prepared, and announced the correct winners. 
There were so many inclusive and inspired pair¬ 
ings — Helen Mirren and Jason Momoa, McCarthy 
and Brian Tyree Henry in an equally outlandish 
costume — that when Mike Myers and Dana Car- 
vey came out to introduce, of course, “Bohemian 



Hannah Beachler, left, winner of the award for 
best production design for “Black Panther,” 
and Ruth E. Carter, winner of the award for best 
costume design for “Black Panther,” are the first 
African-Americans to win in their categories. 


Rhapsody,” the sight of two white men seemed a 
bit strange. 

Especially after the first 40 minutes of the show 
in which Regina King’s supporting actress win, for 
“If Beale Street Could Talk,” was followed by Ruth 
E. Carter winning for costume design and Hannah 
Beachler for production design, both for “Black 
Panther.” Carter and Beachler were the first Afri¬ 
can-Americans ever to win in their categories. 

While women remained shut out of the direct¬ 
ing and cinematography categories this year, as 
in most years, the directors and producers of “Pe¬ 
riod. End of Sentence.” which won short documen¬ 
tary, and “Bao,” which won animated short, were 
women, as was the producer of the live-action 
short winner “Skin.” 

Nowhere was the tension between the old and the 
new as obvious as during the writing awards. Many 
saw “Green Book,” a fairly standard odd-couple 
tale in which a white man drives a black musician 
on a tour of the South and both learn something, as 
an antithesis to the more modern “BlacKkKlans¬ 
man,” in which a black cop and a white cop infil¬ 
trate the Klan and both learn something. 

So when “Greenbook” won for best original 
screenplay, social media lit up with disgust only 
to settle down minutes later when “BlacKkKlans¬ 
man” won for adapted screenplay. 

In the end “Green Book,” a story of racism 
told largely from the perspective of a white man, 
prevailed, beating not only a glorious kingdom of 
black warriors and superheroes and the story of 
a black man infiltrating the Klan, but also stories 
of a love triangle between a queen and her female 
consorts, the quiet but dramatic life of a Mexican 
housekeeper, and a rising female star. 

It beat “Bohemian Rhapsody” too, and that’s 
something. 

Change is hard: It takes time, it makes a lot of 
people mad, and it takes a lot of work. 

Still, this year’s nominees and winners represent 
a very different and more wide-ranging worldview 
than we’ve seen in previous years. If the evening 
ended, as so many of these evenings have, with a 
bunch of white guys thanking the academy, well, 
it opened with Regina King. And that’s always a 
good sign. 


‘Empire’ dad supports 
Smollett on Instagram 

Actor Terrence Howard, who 
plays the father of Jussie Smol¬ 
lett’s character on “Empire,” has 
expressed support for his fellow 
cast member amid allegations 
that Smollett staged a racist, anti¬ 
gay attack on himself. 

Howard, who plays music mogul Lucious Lyon on the 
Fox television series, took to Instagram and posted a 
video of Smollett holding a giggling baby boy with the 
message: “All your lil homies got you... We love the hell 
outta you.” 

The post on Feb. 23 came a day after “Empire” pro¬ 
ducers announced that Smollett’s character, Jamal 
Lyon, would be removed from the final two episodes of 
the season, saying cast and crew were affected and they 
made the move “to avoid further disruption on the set.” 


Frampton battling 
degenerative disease 

Rock icon Peter Frampton re¬ 
vealed he’s battling a degenera¬ 
tive muscle disease and is set to 
embark on a farewell tour this 
year. The famed guitarist was di¬ 
agnosed with inclusion-body my¬ 
ositis about three and a half years 
ago following a couple of falls on stage, he told Rolling 
Stone and “CBS This Morning: Saturday.” 

“In a year’s time, I might not be able to play,” Framp¬ 
ton told Rolling Stone. “Right now, it’s progressing but 
I’m still at the top of my game. We decided to do a fare¬ 
well tour now since I don’t want to go out and not be able 
to play well. If I’m going to do a farewell tour, I want to 
play good. I want to rock it.” Frampton, 68, told Rolling 
Stone he still has no problem playing the guitar, but that 
the disease could eventually affect his fingers. 


‘How to Train Your Dragon’ tops 
weekend box office with $55.5M 

“How to Train Your Dragon: The Hidden World” 
breathed fire into a slumping box office with a fran¬ 
chise-best $55.5 million debut over Oscar weekend. 

Universal trotted out writer-director Dean DeBlois’ 
third and supposedly final installment in the “How to 
Train Your Dragon” series internationally in January. It 
has earned $216.9 million through Sunday. 

Last week’s top film, “Alita: Battle Angel,” dropped 
steeply in its second weekend with $12 million. That’s a 
slide of 58 percent, and further trouble for the 20th Cen¬ 
tury Fox release that cost $170 million to make. “Alita” 
grossed $92.4 million internationally over the weekend. 

MGM’s “Fighting With My Family,” about profession¬ 
al wrestler Saraya “Paige” Bevis, was the only other new 
film in wide release. It expanded to 2,711 theaters after a 
limited release last weekend, grossing $8 million. 

From wire reports 
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IPIggCI y Uvllvl y pi Ivlvl | to midsize class in its return 


By Charles Fleming 

Los Angeles Times 

T he Ford Ranger was such a suc¬ 
cessful compact pickup truck dur¬ 
ing its 1983-2011 run that some 
estimates say there are still more 
than 2 million of them on the road today. 
That includes the 2005 model that sits in 
my driveway. 

But by the time the last new ones were 
sold, American tastes were changing. Buy¬ 
ers wanted bigger. Sales of Ford’s F-150, 
the best-selling vehicle in the country, 
were rising. Sales of the small, inexpensive 
Ranger were falling. Ford dropped it from 
its lineup. 

Now Ford sees tastes changing again, and 
the Ranger is back. It’s no longer small, and 
it’s no longer inexpensive. It has moved up 
a whole class. 

“The old Ranger was smaller and less 
capable, and at the end of its life was sold 
principally on cost,” said Ranger marketing 
manager Chad Callander. “We saw that the 
opportunity and the room existed to bring it 
back as a midsize truck.” 

Truck sales across the brands are strong, 
as drivers increasingly eschew sedans for 
SUVs and pickups. Typically cheaper to 
produce than passenger cars, they sell at 
high average transaction prices. That num¬ 
ber for the F-150 is about $48,000, according 
to Edmunds manager of industry analysis 
Jeremy Acevedo — and even higher for 
new full-size truck entries from Chevrolet 
and Ram. 

That makes the new Rangers a relative 
bargain. 

“This is the perfect time for a vehicle like 
this, especially for buyers who want a truck 
and have a lot of Ford loyalty but don’t want 


to make that $48,000 plunge,” Acevedo 
said. “And Ford hasn’t had anything for that 
customer.” 

At first glance, especially to someone like 
me who has owned a Ranger or two, the 
new truck is huge. Advertised as a midsize 
pickup, and built in a Michigan factory that 
will also be responsible for reintroducing 
the Ford Bronco, the 2019 Ranger looks as 
big as an F-150. 

The updated Ranger is powered by an 
updated four-cylinder, 2.3-liter EcoBoost 
engine, mated to Ford’s new 10-speed au¬ 
tomatic transmission. It’s a perky power 
plant, putting out 270 horsepower and 310 
pound-feet of torque. It’s strong enough, and 


2019 Ford Ranger 
SuperCrew 4x4 



Highs: New technology, off-road capability 

Lows: May be too big for utility truck shoppers. 

Vehicle type: Four-door pickup 

Base price: $35,210 

Price as tested: $40,410 

Powertrain: 2.3-liter, 4-cylinder gasoline 

engine 

Transmission: 10-speed automatic 
Power/torque: 270 horsepower/310 
foot-pounds 

TNS 


still efficient enough, to allow for what the 
company boasts is the best payload, towing 
capacity and fuel economy for any gasoline- 
powered vehicle in its class. 

That’s worth boasting about, and almost 
hides the significant detail that the Ranger 
comes with only one engine — no V-6, no 
V-8 — and is not available with a diesel en¬ 
gine. That could deter some buyers. 

Offered in three trim levels, the truck can 
be had in two-wheel-drive and four-wheel- 
drive formats. I drove the latter — a Super- 
Crew 4x4, with the special FX4 off-road 
package — loaded with dirt bikes for a trip 
to the desert, and it was a hoot. 

The Ranger comes standard with mul¬ 
tiple drive modes. A sport setting kicks the 
torque up a notch and sharpens the gear 
changes so it squirts around town like a hot 
rod. This served to make the Ranger feel 
less big and bulky. 

For other conditions, it can be driven in 
modes suited to mud, snow, gravel, sand and 
more. Even in standard two-wheel-drive 
mode, the truck managed deep sand and 
rocky ruts with alacrity, seeming as stable 
and quiet off-road as on the highway. In the 
four-wheel off-road modes, it didn’t even 
notice the rocks and sand. 

If the truck felt solid, that’s no accident. 
Callander said the new Ranger was put 
through the same durability tests as the 
heavier F-150s got. It took me a day or two 
to figure that out, but the new Ranger wasn’t 
as enormous as it first seemed. Though it ap¬ 
pears to dwarf the Rangers of old, the new 
model hasn’t experienced as much bloat as, 
say, the F-150 has. 

The 2019 model-year truck, for example, 
is only 7 inches longer than the 2011, only 
4 inches wider and — comparing the tall¬ 
est 2019 with the shortest 2011 — 5 inches 


taller. 

So, though I was at first anxious about 
parking it, or taking it into a public parking 
lot, I soon realized it was quite a bit more 
manageable than it looked. 

The Ranger comes in SuperCrew and 
SuperCab body designs. The first is fitted 
with a 5-foot truck bed, the second with a 6- 
foot bed. The truck can also be had with the 
FX4 off-road package, similar to a rugged 
system offered on the Ford Raptor. 

What’s missing is any variation on the 
simple Ranger one sees everywhere on the 
road — and in my driveway. There is no 
longer a two-door, bench-seat, no-back-seat 
version of the truck. The SuperCrew seats 
five; the SuperCab seats four. 

The Rangers are priced accordingly. The 
entry-level XL can be had for as little as 
$25,395, almost half the average price of a 
new F-150. 

Unlike the Rangers of old, the new Rang¬ 
ers have some smart technology as stan¬ 
dard equipment. Among the most essential: 
All models come with a forward collision¬ 
warning system and, importantly, an auto¬ 
matic emergency braking system that will 
stop the truck in the event of an impending 
crash. 

But the features that will attract most 
Ranger buyers will cost extra. Among those 
might be the $1,295 FX4 off-road package, 
the $495 trailer-tow package or the $795 
technology package, which includes ad¬ 
vanced safety features. 

That could easily bring the price of an av¬ 
erage midrange Ranger — Callander said 
the XLT trim, which I drove, will be the 
volume seller — well into the mid-$30,000 
range. 
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By Josh Rogin 
The Washington Post 

O n Thursday evening, President 
Donald Trump suddenly changed 
his Syria policy, for the bet¬ 
ter. The president’s decision to 
leave at least 200 U.S. troops there is the 
first sign that a post-caliphate strategy is 
emerging to make sure that Islamic State 
doesn’t return, that the Turks don’t slaugh¬ 
ter the Kurds and that Iran doesn’t take 
over the entire country. 

There’s still a long way to go before the 
emerging plan to avoid disaster in Syria 
becomes a reality. Of course, Trump de¬ 
served criticism for the way he handled 
the issue over the past few weeks — tweet¬ 
ing about a full U.S. withdrawal without so 
much as consulting his top military advis¬ 
ers. But if the president now agrees with 
most of his officials and Congress that a 
total withdrawal with no plan for what 
comes next is reckless and unwise, there 
are grounds for hope. 

The next step is to go back to European 
countries and ask them to up their troop 
commitments, as the rest of the 2,000 or 
so U.S. forces in Syria depart. This is how 
an international force could emerge to es¬ 
tablish a “safe zone” on the Syrian side of 
the Turkish border. It’s the plan that Sen. 
Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., spent last week¬ 
end pitching in Munich. 

“With this decision, President Trump 
has decided to follow sound military ad¬ 
vice,” Graham said in a Thursday state¬ 
ment. “This decision will ensure that we 
will not repeat the mistakes of Iraq, in 
Syria. For a small fraction of the forces we 
have had in Syria, we can accomplish our 
national security objectives. Well done Mr. 
President.” 

On the plane ride home from Munich, 


By Fred Hiatt 

The Washington Post 

C hina is a leading oppressor of 
Muslims, so it should come as no 
surprise that the crown prince of 
Saudi Arabia — the kingdom that 
views itself as defender of the Islamic faith 
— would visit Beijing to deliver a stern 
rebuke. 

After all, China has penned an estimat¬ 
ed 1 million Muslims into concentration 
camps in western China. It has sent ethnic 
Han Chinese to live with Muslim families 
and report on anyone who refuses to eat 
pork or shave his beard. It is wrenching 
children from parents to reprogram them 
away from their faith and culture in mass 
orphanages. 

Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
must have had a lot to say when he met Chi¬ 
nese President Xi Jinping late last week. 

Wait, what’s that you say? The prince had 
nothing to say on behalf of China’s Mus¬ 
lims? In fact, he defended what China calls 
an effort to fight extremism? 

Yes, that is in fact what happened. And 
the reason is simple: In return, China de¬ 
fended Saudi Arabia’s right to orchestrate 
a killing and get away with it. 

Your concentration camps are your in¬ 
ternal affair. My conspiracy to kill is my 
internal affair. How nice, we understand 
each other. 

It has been nearly five months since 
Washington Post contributing columnist 
Jamal Khashoggi was lured to the Saudi 
Consulate in Istanbul, killed and dis¬ 
membered. Little accountability has been 
achieved since then. 

It is not that little has been discovered 
about the crime. Despite a shifting series 


Graham told me and Breitbart News about 
this plan, including a contentious meeting 
that he and other lawmakers had with act¬ 
ing Defense Secretary Pat Shanahan about 
U.S. policy on Syria. In that interview Sun¬ 
day, Graham also told us about a sepa¬ 
rate meeting where he asked Gen. Curtis 
Scaparrotti, the commander of U.S. forces 
in Europe, about the scheme to leave 200 
troops there. 

“I said [to Scaparrotti], would a couple 
of hundred of troops matter, make all the 
difference in the world? Do you think we 
could pull it off?” Graham told us. 

“Probably. I don’t have a better idea,” 
Scaparrotti said, according to Graham. 

“If we leave, is it a s— show?” Graham 
asked. 

“Big one,” Scaparrotti replied. 

Upon returning to Washington, Graham 
talked with Trump about the idea as well 
as the need for European countries to take 
back hundreds of their citizens who joined 
ISIS in Syria and are now held in prisons 
run by the Kurdish Syrian Democratic 
Forces. (Trump tweeted about that while 
we were in Munich.) 

Graham previewed his pitch to Trump, 
which included spelling out the risks for 
the president if he cuts and runs from Syria 
(he would own the disaster) vs. the benefits 
if he finds a way to get Europe to share the 
burden (he would avoid the disaster). 

“The Trump way is some of us, most of 
them, and they do the fighting,” Graham 
said. “That is a narrative that shows he is 
a capable commander in chief who can get 
results that eluded others.” 

Back in Munich, I spoke with several 
other lawmakers who told me that Europe¬ 
an nations were open to the idea (to vary¬ 
ing degrees) of upping their force presence 
inside Syria, but only if they could be sure 


of lies from the Saudi government, we 
know quite a lot. 

We know that the crown prince, who 
is second in command to his father, King 
Salman, told a top aide a year before the 
killing that he would use “a bullet” on 
Khashoggi if the exiled journalist did not 
return to Saudi Arabia and stop criticizing 
the Saudi regime. 

We know that when Khashoggi visited 
the consulate to take care of some paper¬ 
work, he was instructed to return on a set 
day the following week. We know that the 
Saudi government then sent two planeloads 
of 15 officials, including close aides to the 
prince, to Istanbul. One was a forensic ex¬ 
pert who came equipped with a bone saw. 

We know that when Khashoggi entered 
the consulate, this hit squad instructed the 
consul to leave his office. He left and has 
not been publicly heard from since. 

We know, thanks to Turkish eavesdrop¬ 
ping, that Khashoggi was then gruesomely 
slain. We know that when Turkey tried to 
investigate the crime, Saudi Arabia barred 
police from the consulate until it had a 
chance to hose it down and scour it of any 
possible evidence. 

Now Saudi Arabia says it will put some 
officials on trial for the killing. It will not 
say who, but it is clear that henchmen, not 
ringleaders, are at risk. If executions occur, 
they will be more likely used to eradicate 
witnesses than deliver justice. 

For all this knowledge, the consequences 
so far have been modest. President Donald 
Trump, in defiance of U.S. law, refuses to 
report to Congress on the administration’s 
conclusions regarding Mohammed’s cul¬ 
pability. Congress so far has taken no ac¬ 
tion to insist that Trump follow the law 
— or that Mohammed be punished for this 


that Trump was going to leave at least some 
U.S. forces there. 

The ranking Democrat on the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, Robert 
Menendez, D-N.J., told me there’s very 
strong bipartisan anxiety in Congress 
about withdrawing from Syria with no 
strategy in place. And while most lawmak¬ 
ers favor the plan to build an international 
force, without at least some U.S. troops, 
Europeans won’t sign on. 

“If we are on the ground, we can attract 
allies and finish the job,” Menendez said. 
“If [Trump] stays, there can be support, 
but if you leave and it goes bad, and you do 
it your own way, you own it all.” 

While it might seem as though Graham 
is freelancing, that’s not really the case. 
He is working with administration officials 
and military officials, who are also trying 
to persuade Trump to mitigate the Syria 
withdrawal to avoid the worst outcomes. 
Graham is the face of the operation, but he 
has a lot of internal support. 

In a sense, it’s classic Trump: Disrupt 
U.S. foreign policy in a shocking way and 
then have your people try to put it back to¬ 
gether in a way that addresses the prom¬ 
ises Trump made in the campaign, namely 
to roll back American military adventur¬ 
ism and share the burden of international 
security with U.S. allies. 

Quietly, those around Trump are also 
trying to send him a warning. If there’s one 
ISIS flag flying over one Syrian town in 
late 2020, the president’s re-election cam¬ 
paign could be in big trouble. But whatever 
his motivations, Trump made a good deci¬ 
sion Thursday not to totally abandon Syria. 
Now the ball is in Europe’s court. 

Josh Rogin is a columnist for the Global Opinions 
section of The Washington Post. He writes about 
foreign policy and national security. 


crime. The U.N. secretary general has 
been similarly inert. 

Still, it would not be right to say that 
the regime is paying no price in the West. 
Mohammed, who toured triumphantly 
through U.S. business and academic capi¬ 
tals not long before the killing, knows he 
would not be welcome now. Think tanks, 
universities, even businesses to varying 
degrees understand that public association 
with the regime is no longer a smart mar¬ 
keting strategy. Congress has expressed 
misgivings about the Saudis’ brutal war in 
Yemen and their nuclear ambitions, and it 
may yet have something to say about the 
Khashoggi slaying. The U.N. special rap¬ 
porteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbi¬ 
trary executions is investigating. 

So the crown prince turned east. He un¬ 
derstood that human rights violators gener¬ 
ally find absolution in Beijing. And he must 
have understood that if he, as guardian of 
Islam’s two holiest sites, absolved China of 
its anti-Muslim depradations, he would be 
especially welcome. 

After all, it was only a fortnight ago that 
the Turkish government, which is compet¬ 
ing with Saudi Arabia for leadership of 
the Muslim world, broke its long silence to 
criticize the repression of Muslim Uighurs 
in western China. “It is no longer a secret 
that more than 1 million Uighur Turks 
incurring arbitrary arrests are subjected 
to torture and political brainwashing,” a 
Turkish spokesman said. 

There was no such rudeness from the 
crown prince on Friday. You can have 
your concentration camps. I can have my 
killing. 

Fred Hiatt is The Washington Post’s editorial page 


Saudi silent on China’s treatment of Muslims 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 


ALWAYS BACK 
UP YOUR OPINION 
WITH LINKS TO 
ARTICLES. 


WHAT IF THE ONLY 
LINKS I CAN FIND ARE 
FROF\ NON-CREDIBLE 
SOURCES? 


I'LL DO SOrAE RESEARCH, 
BUT I THINK THAT'S 
THE ONLY KIND THERE 
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ACROSS 

1 Alum 
5 Spell-off 
8 Pit 

12 Taylor of 
“Mystic Pizza” 

13 Approves 

14 Satan’s forte 

15 Leading man? 

16 Landlocked 
Mideast territory 

18 Disney’s Ariel, 
for one 

20 Van Gogh venue 

21 CBS logo 

22 Mimic 

23 Wedding VIP 
26 “I’m No Angel” 

actress 

30 ’60s chic 

31 Green shade 

32 Cattle call 

33 “The Great 
Gatsby” setting 

36 Self-reproach 

38 Stop — dime 

39 “— voyage!” 

40 Skater Ohno 
43 Within earshot 
47 Oater setting 

49 Author 
Bellow 

50 Within (Pref.) 

51 “Shoo!” 

52 Exile isle 

53 Beheld 

2-26 


54 Sugary suffix 

55 Marvel 
superheroes 

DOWN 

1 Glitz partner 

2 Carousel, for one 

3 Winged 

4 Darkened 

5 “Let’s Dance” 
singer 

6 Scratched (out) 

7 Curved letter 

8 Semitic language 

9 Cameo shape 

10 Queue 

11 BPOE members 
17 Carton sealer 
19 Nay undoer 

22 Motorist’s org. 

23 Upscale auto 

24 Shad product 


25 Egos’ 
counterparts 

26 Jo’s sister 

27 Brit, record label 

28 Fa follower 

29 Youngster 
31 Links org. 

34 Ratted out 

35 Sufficient, 
old-style 

36 Deity 

37 Gender-neutral 

39 Montana city 

40 Dazzles 

41 Freshener scent 

42 Shoppe 
description 

43 Unrepaired 

44 Lip soother 

45 Garage job 

46 Panache 
48 Conceit 
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CRYPTOQUIP 


KXW TCVOFWTJ IF GFDI FXI 
IQT SFBYXGHBK HBYF 
KPIQTDTJ FB DTSFB 
CHGGHFBG: PB HBITO 

VDFSTGGFD. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHAT MIGHT YOU 
NICKNAME THE SMALLEST WORKER AT A 
STEELMAKING FACILITY? “RUNT OF THE MILL.” 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: K equals G 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARS^STRIPES: 


CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 
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Announcements 040 Automotive 


SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 
buyers with classifieds 


140 Tax Assistance 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 


relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


H&R BLOCK 8 

Germany H&R Block Tax 
Offices Get face-to-face ta 

ijb&l 

1m\ 

x help. 

Ramstein Wiesbaden 

06371-8020410 06134-256963 i 

Vilseck 

01735-736112 

^Email: eclemons@hrblock.com^ 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


STARS^STRIPES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 


Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARSlQfSTRI PES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 


^ 7777777777 *^ 777 * 7777 . 
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Round-the-world news for America s military. 
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Unlimited 
Digital Access 

INTRO OFFER! 

FOUR WEEKS Web + Mobile 

When you subscribe to 
Stripes Digital Access... 

Get exclusive access to innovative digital 
features, interactive articles, award-winning 
photography and more. Enjoy unlimited 
access to the Stripes.com website and our 
Stars and Stripes mobile apps, all for a low 
monthly or annual subscription. 


Stars and Stripes content features 

• Access to Stars and Stripes mobile apps 

• Exclusive reports on military matters 

• Coverage of all military branches 

• Special features on current issues 

• Veterans topics 

• Retrospectives such as Vietnam at 50 

• Archive Photo of the Day 

• Unbiased, First Amendment protected 
reporting from U.S. military bases around 
the world. 


Subscribe Today! 


stripes.com/subscribe 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


* 


Auto racing 


Atlanta 60th Annual Folds of 
Honor QuikTrip 500 

NASCAR 

At Atlanta Motor Speedway 
Hampton, Ga 
Lap length: 1.54 miles 

(Starting position in parentheses) 

1. (19) Brad Keselowski, Ford, 325. 

2. (9) Martin Truex Jr., Toyota, 325. 

3. (8) Kurt Busch, Chevrolet, 325. 

4. (18) Kevin Harvick, Ford, 325. 

5. (3) Clint Bowyer, Ford, 325. 

6. (6) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 325. 

7. (15) Erik Jones, Toyota, 325. 

8. (1) Aric Almirola, Ford, 325. 

9. (30) Chris Buescher, Chevrolet, 325. 

10. (5) Daniel Suarez, Ford, 325. 

11. (4) Denny Flamlin, Toyota, 325. 

12. (7) Kyle Larson, Chevrolet, 325. 

13. (13) Ryan Newman, Ford, 325. 

14. (14) Paul Menard, Ford, 325. 

15. (16) Alex Bowman, Chevrolet, 325. 

16. (23) David Ragan, Ford, 325. 

17. (17) William Byron, Chevrolet, 325. 

18. (2) Ricky Stenhouse Jr., Ford, 324. 

19. (22) Chase Elliott, Chevrolet, 324. 

20. (28) Daniel Hemric, Chevrolet, 324. 

21. (10) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 324. 

22. (26) Ryan Blaney, Ford, 324. 

23. (27) Joey Logano, Ford, 324. 

24. (11) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet, 
323. 

25. (21) Ty Dillon, Chevrolet, 323. 

26. (20) Matt DiBenedetto, Toyota, 
322. 

27. (29) Bubba Wallace, Chevrolet, 
322. 

28. (31) Matt Tifft, Ford, 319. 

29. (24) Corey LaJoie, Ford, 319. 

30. (34) Parker Kligerman, Toyota, 318. 

31. (32) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, 313. 

32. (37) BJ McLeod, Chevrolet, 313. 

33. (36) Cody Ware, Ford, 303. 

34. (33) Landon Cassill, Chevrolet, 284. 

35. (25) Ryan Preece, Chevrolet, Acci¬ 
dent, 271. 

36. (35) Garrett Smithley, Chevrolet, 
254. 

37. (12) Michael McDowell, Ford, 222. 

RACE STATISTICS 

Average Speed of Race Winner: 

142.626 mph. 

Time of Race: 3 hours, 30 minutes, 
33 seconds. Margin of Victory: .218 sec¬ 
onds. 

Caution Flags: 5 for 30 laps. 

Lead Changes: 26 among 9 drivers. 

Lap Leaders: A. Almirola 0. R. Sten¬ 
house Jr. 1. A. Almirola 2-37. K. Larson 
38-87. M. Truex Jr. 88. K. Harvick 89-91. K. 
Larson 92. K. Harvick 93-111. K. Larson 
112-125. K. Harvick 126. J. Logano 127-128. 

K. Larson 129-152. K. Harvick 153. K. Lar¬ 
son 154-161. K. Harvick 162-172. M. Truex 
Jr. 173. K. Harvick 174-177. K. Larson 178- 
220. M. Truex Jr. 221. K. Larson 222-223. M. 
Truex Jr. 224. K. Harvick 225-230. R. Blaney 
231-271. J. Logano 272-282. K. Busch 283. 

J. Logano 284-292. B. Keselowski 293-325. 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times Lead, 
Laps Led): Kyle Larson 7 times for 142 
laps. Kevin Harvick 7 times for 45 laps. 
Ryan Blaney 1 time for 41 laps. Aric Almi¬ 
rola 1 time for 36 laps. Brad Keselowski 
1 time for 33 laps. Joey Logano 3 times 
for 22 laps. Martin Truex Jr. 4 times for 
4 laps. Kurt Busch 1 time for 1 lap. Ricky 
Stenhouse Jr. 1 time for 1 lap. 


Pro soccer 


Regular season 
Saturday 

Toronto FC at Philadelphia 
New York City FC at Orlando City 
New England at FC Dallas 
New York at Columbus 
Minnesota United at Vancouver 
Portland at Colorado 
Real Salt Lake at Houston 
Chicago at LA Galaxy 
Cincinnati at Seattle 
Montreal at San Jose 
Sunday 
Atlanta at D.C. United 
Sporting Kansas City at Los Ange 


Golf 

1 

College basketball 

1 

Pro baseball 

1 

Tennis 


Mexico Championship 

Sunday 

At Chapultepec GC 
Mexico City 
Purse: $10.25 million 
Yardage: 7,345; Par: 71 
Final 

D. Johnson, $1,745,000 64-67-66-66-263 -21 

R. Mcllroy, $1,095,000 63-70-68-67-268 -16 

K. Aphibarnrat, $472,000 68-69-68-68-273 -11 
Paul Casey, $472,000 71-72-65-65-273 -11 

Ian Poulter, $472,000 68-68-69-68-273 -11 

P. Cantlay, $261,667 72-67-65-70-274 -10 

Sergio Garcia, $261,667 69-66-69-70-274 -10 
C. Smith, $261,667 69-67-68-70-274 -10 

J. Thomas, $201,000 66-73-74-62-275 -9 

K. Bradley, $161,500 69-73-69-65-276 -8 

David Lipsky, $161,500 68-71-68-69-276 -8 
Joost Luiten, $161,500 71-67-74-64-276 -8 
Tiger Woods, $161,500 71-66-70-69-276 -8 
C. Howell III, $128,000 69-68-73-67-277 -7 
Patrick Reed, $128,000 72-68-64-73-277 -7 
X. Schauffele, $128,000 69-73-66-69-277 -7 

F. Molinari, $115,500 71-67-70-70-278 -6 

G. Woodland, $115,500 71-71-67-69-278 -6 

R. Cab.Bello, $103,750 76-69-66-68-279 -5 

T. Fleetwood, $103,750 70-65-72-72-279 -5 
Tyrrell Hatton, $103,750 67-70-72-70-279 -5 
HaoTong Li, $103,750 69-72-71-67-279 -5 

H. Matsuyama, $103,750 72-70-67-70-279 -5 

Aaron Wise, $103,750 73-68-71-67-279 -5 

Tony Finau, $93,250 73-69-69-69-280 -4 

L. Oosthuizen, $93,250 72-66-69-73-280 -4 

M. Fitzpatrick, $85,000 72-71-68-70-281 -3 

Kevin Kisner, $85,000 73-67-70-71-281 -3 

Patton Kizzire, $85,000 69-73-70-69-281 -3 
Brooks Koepka, $85,000 73-70-69-69-281 -3 
Bubba Watson, $85,000 70-75-66-70-281 -3 
Danny Willett, $85,000 71-69-70-71-281 -3 
Branden Grace, $78,000 71-71-69-71-282 -2 
Matt Wallace, $78,000 74-71-70-67-282 -2 
Lee Westwood, $78,000 73-71-65-73-282 -2 
Rickie Fowler, $75,000 71-73-68-71-283 -1 
Kevin Na, $75,000 72-75-66-70-283 -1 

Erik van Rooyen, $75,000 72-68-74-69-283 -1 
Abraham Ancer, $70,500 71-72-71-70-284 E 
Alexander Bj $70,500 75-70-72-67-284 E 

Shugo Imahira, $70,500 73-67-73-71-284 E 
Russell Knox, $70,500 72-72-70-70-284 E 

Phil Mickelson, $70,500 79-65-72-68-284 E 
Webb Simpson, $70,500 73-72-68-71-284 E 
Byeong Hun An, $65,000 77-74-64-70-285 +1 
Billy Horschel, $65,000 68-76-70-71-285 +1 
Jake McLeod, $65,000 70-69-76-70-285 +1 

Thorbjlesen, $65,000 72-74-68-71-285 +1 

Jon Rahm, $65,000 72-72-72-69-285 +1 

Matt Kuchar, $62,000 66-67-79-74-286 +2 

S. Kodaira, $60,000 75-72-76-64-287 +3 

Aaron Rai, $60,000 70-74-71-72-287 +3 

Richard Sterne, $60,000 69-68-74-76-287 +3 
Jordan Spieth, $57,500 75-69-75-69-288 +4 
Henrik Stenson, $57,500 72-73-71-72-288 +4 
G. coetzee, $55,500 67-74-74-75-290 +6 

B. DeChambeau, $55,500 75-73-73-69-290 +6 

Emiliano Grillo, $53,500 76-73-69-73-291 +7 
Kyle Stanley, $53,500 73-72-72-74-291 +7 

Adrian Otaegui, $51,750 77-74-71-70-292 +8 
S. Sharma, $51,750 70-77-70-75-292 +8 

Marc Leishman, $50,500 77-75-69-72-293 +9 
Shane Lowry, $50,500 70-76-72-75-293 +9 

Alex Noren, $50,500 71-74-74-74-293 +9 

Tom Lewis, $49,625 74-73-77-70-294 +10 

Chez Reavie, $49,625 75-76-72-71-294 +10 

Ryan Fox, $49,125 72-72-75-76-295 +11 

E. Pepperell, $49,125 77-70-73-75-295 +11 

L. Bjerregaard, $48,750 76-76-72-73-297 +13 

Matthew Millar, $48,500 74-82-74-71-301 +17 
Shaun Norris, $48,250 79-80-73-72-304 +20 

Honda LPGA Thailand 

At Chonburi, Thailand 
Purse: $1.6 million 
Yardage: 6,576; Par: 72 
Final 

a-amateur 

Amy Yang, $240,000 69-66-66-65-266 -22 

Minjee Lee, $149,659 65-69-67-66-267 -21 

C. Ciganda, $108,567 70-67-68-63-268 -20 

Jenny Shin, $83,985 65-68-70-68-271 -17 

Eun-Hee Ji, $67,599 63-71-70-68-272 -16 

B. Henderson, $55,308 66-73-66-68-273 -15 
Nelly Korda, $46,295 69-69-66-70-274 -14 

Megan Khang, $40,559 70-69-70-66-275 -13 
Danielle Kang, $36,462 65-71-69-71-276 -12 
Cristie Kerr, $29,866 75-67-66-69-277 -11 

M. Jutanugarn, $29,866 69-68-71-69-277 -11 

Yu Liu, $29,866 68-70-67-72-277 -11 

Austin Ernst, $29,866 69-66-69-73-277 -11 

A. Jutanugarn, $25,236 68-72-68-70-278 -10 

Sandra Gal, $21,959 69-73-72-65-279 -9 

Bronte Law, $21,959 68-72-72-67-279 -9 

Sei Young Kim, $21,959 71-71-67-70-279 -9 
Shanshan Feng, $21,959 71-71-66-71-279 -9 
Lydia Ko, $19,173 73-67-71-69-280 -8 

Katherine Kirk, $19,173 66-71-71-72-280 -8 
S.Hyun Park, $17,862 69-72-72-68-281 -7 

Charley Hull, $17,862 69-71-73-68-281 -7 

Marina Alex, $15,377 69-76-68-69-282 -6 

Mi Hyang Lee, $15,377 71-73-69-69-282 -6 
Angel Yin, $15,377 70-72-68-72-282 -6 

Michelle Wie, $15,377 68-72-68-74-282 -6 

Amy Olson, $15,377 68-67-72-75-282 -6 

Lizette Salas, $15,377 66-68-71-77-282 -6 

Beatriz Recari, $11,444 74-73-73-63-283 -5 
Jin Young Ko, $11,444 72-73-70-68-283 

Ally McDonald, $11,444 69-72-74-68-283 

So Yeon Ryu, $11,444 74-71-69-69-283 

P. Thanapolbnys, $11,444 72-71-71-69-283 
Gaby Lopez, $11,444 71-72-71-69-283 

B. Altomare, $11,444 69-75-69-70-283 

Jodi E. Shadoff, $11,444 70-72-69-72-283 
Jennifer Song, $11,444 66-75-70-72-283 
Mo Martin, $8,706 67-74-71-72-284 

Hyo Joo Kim, $8,706 70-70-72-72-284 

Ryann O’Toole, $8,706 69-68-75-72-284 
Lindy Duncan, $8,706 69-73-69-73-284 

Emma Talley, $7,128 74-75-66-70-285 

In Gee Chun, $7,128 69-73-73-70-285 

Pernilla Lindberg, $7,128 73-71-70-71-285 
Jacqui Concolino, $7,128 69-71-73-72-285 
Muni He, $7,128 71-70-71-73-285 

Ayako Uehara, $7,128 68-71-73-73-285 

Wei-Ling Hsu, $5,879 76-72-69-69-286 

Celine Boutier, $5,879 72-71-72-71-286 
Lexi Thompson, $5,879 74-71-69-72-286 
P. Phatlum, $5,879 71-73-70-72-286 

Anna Nordqvist, $5,326 73-73-69-72-287 
Jeong Eun Lee, $5,326 73-73-68-73-287 


Sunday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

American U. 77, Army 66 
Bucknell 118, Lafayette 76 
Cincinnati 64, UConn 60 
Fairfield 72, Manhattan 59 
Farmingdale 81, Yeshiva 75 
Hobart 82, Skidmore 66 
Holy Cross 73, Lehigh 71 
Iona 87, Canisius 80 
Moravian 86, Drew 72 
Quinnipiac 68, Monmouth (NJ) 56 
Rutgers 68, Minnesota 64 
Siena 67, Marist55 
St. Peter’s 78, Niagara 60 
SOUTH 

NC State 94, Wake Forest 74 
UCF 95, SMU 48 
UNC Greensboro 60, ETSU 59 
MIDWEST 
IUPUI 79, Green Bay 68 
Illinois St. 67, Drake 60 
Michigan St. 77, Michigan 70 
S. Illinois 63, Loyola of Chicago 53 
UIC 74, Milwaukee 59 
Xavier 66, Villanova 54 
FAR WEST 
Arizona 70, Stanford 54 
Arizona St. 69, California 59 

Sunday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Canisius 65, Monmouth (NJ) 56 
Fairfield 67, Iona 56 
Fordham 76, UMass 64 
George Washington 57, St. Bonaven- 
ture 44 

Georgetown 82, St. John’s 80 
Hofstra 63, Northeastern 62 
Maine 71, Stony Brook 61 
Manhattan 62, St. Peter’s 46 
Rider 79, Niagara 64 
Saint Joseph’s 55, Rhode Island 48 
Scranton 68, Elizabethtown 48 
Villanova 73, Seton Hall 68 
SOUTH 

Auburn 58, Missouri 54 
Clemson 73, Virginia Tech 66 
Drexel 65, Coll, of Charleston 42 
Duke 55, Wake Forest 44 
George Mason 54, Dayton 51 
Georgia 76, Alabama 67 
Houston 59, Memphis 57 
James Madison 78, William & Mary 65 
Kentucky 57, LSU 52 
Louisville 87, Boston College 51 
Miami 64, Florida St. 54 
Mississippi St. 86, Vanderbilt 70 

N. Kentucky 74, Cleveland St. 55 
NC State 74, North Carolina 69 
Richmond 56, La Salle 51 
SMU 64, Tulane 60 
South Carolina 82, Tennessee 67 
Towson 59, Elon 50 
UNC Wilmington 72, Delaware 64 
Virginia 53, Georgia Tech 45 
MIDWEST 

DePaul 76, Butler 62 
Drake 96, Indiana St. 77 
Marquette 79, Xavier 53 
Michigan St. 74, Michigan 64 
Missouri St. 85, Loyola of Chicago 58 

N. Iowa 95, Evansville 46 
Penn St. 76, Illinois 65 
S. Dakota St. 82, South Dakota 78 
S. Illinois 58, Valparaiso 47 
Wright St. 70, Youngstown St. 65 
SOUTHWEST 

Arkansas 73, Mississippi 61 
UConn 68, Tulsa 49 

FAR WEST 

Cal Baptist 67, CS Bakersfield 43 
California 82, Arizona 76 
Oregon 96, Southern Cal 78 
Oregon St. 75, UCLA 72 
Stanford 71, Arizona St. 50 
Utah 75, Washington St. 67 
Washington 60, Colorado 46 


AP sportlight 


Feb. 26 

1935 — Babe Ruth is released by the 
New York Yankees and signed by the 
Boston Braves. 

1938 — Glenn Cunningham sets a 
world indoor record in 1500-meter race 
at the AAU nationals. Cunningham fin¬ 
ishes in 3:48.4. 

1947 — Brothers Doug and Max Bent¬ 
ley lead the Chicago Blackhawks to a 9-7 
win over the New York Rangers at Madi¬ 
son Square Garden. Doug Bentley scores 
four goals and sets up two more goals. 
Max Bentley scores three goals and as¬ 
sists on another goal. 

1960 — Dave Jenkins of the United 
States wins the figure skating gold med¬ 
al at the Winter Olympics in Squaw Val¬ 
ley, Calif. 

1967 — Mario Andretti, better known 
for his accomplishments in open-wheel 
and USAC competition, wins the Daytona 
500 pulling away from 1965 champion 
Fred Lorenzen in the closing laps. It’s An¬ 
dretti’s his first and only NASCAR Grand 
National event. He is the only person 
born outside the United States to win the 
Daytona 500. 

1968 — Thirty-two African nations 
agree to boycott the Olympics because 
of the presence of South Africa. 

1981 — The Boston Bruins beat the 
Minnesota North Stars 5-1 in a game 
marred by fights. The teams set an NHL 
record with 84 penalties worth 392 min¬ 
utes, and 12 players are ejected. 

1987 — Michael Jordan scores 58 
points, the most by a Chicago player in 
a regular-season game, to lead the Bulls 
over the New Jersey Nets 128-113. Jordan 
scores almost half his points from the 
free throw line, hitting 26 of 27. 


MLB 

Spring training 
Sunday’s games 

Boston 8, Minnesota 5 
N.Y. Yankees 8, Tampa Bay 5 
Baltimore 9, Toronto 8 
Philadelphia 10, Detroit 6 
Pittsburgh 10, Miami 6 
Houston (ss) 5, Atlanta 2 
Washington 12, St. Louis 2 
Houston (ss) 10, N.Y. Mets 1 
Kansas City 14, Oakland 5 
Arizona 12, Cleveland 3 
Chicago Cubs 9, San Francisco 5 
L.A. Dodgers 13, L.A. Angels (ss) 9 
San Diego 5, Chicago White Sox 4 
Seattle 4, Colorado 2 
Cincinnati 14, L.A. Angels (ss) 2 
Milwaukee 10, Texas 1 

Monday’s games 

Miami vs. Tampa Bay at Port Char 
lotte, Fla. 

Boston vs. Pittsburgh at Bradenton 
Fla. 

Washington vs. Atlanta at Kissimmee 
Fla. 

Baltimore vs. Minnesota at Fort My¬ 
ers, Fla. 

Toronto vs. N.Y. Yankees at Tampa, 
Fla. 

N.Y. Mets vs. Houston at West Palm 
Beach, Fla. 

Detroit (ss) vs. St. Louis at Jupiter, Fla. 
Detroit (ss) vs. Philadelphia at Clear¬ 
water, Fla. 

Colorado vs. Kansas City at Surprise, 
Ariz. 

San Diego vs. Chicago Cubs (ss) at 
Mesa, Ariz. 

Texas vs. Cleveland at Goodyear, Ariz. 
Chicago White Sox vs. San Francisco 
at Scottsdale, Ariz. 

Chicago Cubs (ss) vs. L.A. Dodgers at 
Glendale, Ariz. 

Oakland vs. Arizona at Scottsdale, 
Milwaukee vs. L.A. Angels at Tempe, 

Cincinnati vs. Seattle at Peoria, Ariz. 

Tuesday’s games 
Houston vs. Miami at Jupiter, Fla. 

St. Louis vs. Washington at West Palm 
Beach, Fla. 

Tampa Bay vs. Baltimore at Sarasota, 
Fla. 


N.Y. Mets (ss) vs. Atlanta at Kissim¬ 
mee, Fla. 

Pittsburgh vs. Minnesota at Fort My¬ 
ers, Fla. 

Philadelphia vs. N.Y. Yankees at Tam¬ 
pa, Fla. 

Boston vs. Toronto at Dunedin, Fla. 

Detroit vs. N.Y. Mets (ss) at Port St. 
Lucie, Fla. 

San Francisco vs. Cincinnati at Good¬ 
year, Ariz. 

L.A. Dodgers vs. Kansas City (ss) at 
Surprise, Ariz. 

Arizona vs. Chicago Cubs at Mesa, 
Ariz. 

Kansas City (ss) vs. Chicago White 
Sox at Glendale, Ariz. 

San Diego vs. Milwaukee at Phoenix 

L.A. Angels vs. Oakland at Mesa, Ariz. 

Cleveland vs. Colorado at Scottsdale, 

Texas vs. Seattle at Peoria, Ariz. 


Sunday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Placed RHP 
J.C. Ramirez on the 60-day IL. Claimed 3B 
Kaleb Cowart off waivers from Detroit. 

National League 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Signed LHP Jor¬ 
dan Harrison to a minor league con¬ 
tract. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

ATLANTA HAWKS - Transferred F 
Alex Poythress from Erie (NBAGL). 

FOOTBALL 

Canadian Football League 

WINNIPEG BLUE BOMBERS - Signed 
DL Maxx Forde. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

BOSTON BRUINS - Signed F Lee 
Stempniak to a one-year contract. 

BUFFALO SABRES - Acquired d Bran¬ 
don Montour from Anaheim for D Bren¬ 
dan Guhle and a first-round draft pick. 

DETROIT RED WINGS - Recalled G 
Harri Sateri from Grand Rapids (AHL). 
Reassigned G Kaden Fulcher from Grand 
Rapids to Toledo (ECHL). 

LOS ANGELES KINGS - Acquired F 
Matheson lacopelli from Chicago for F 
Spencer Watson. 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS - Traded F 
Nicholas Baptiste to Toronto for future 
considerations. 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Assigned Fs 
Joey Anderson and Brett Seney to Bing¬ 
hamton (AHL). Recalled Fs Michael 
McLeod and Nathan Bastian from Bing¬ 
hamton. 

NEW YORK ISLANDERS - Agreed to 
terms with G Jeremy Smith on a two- 
way contract for the remainder of the 
season. 

SAN JOSE SHARKS - Acquired F Gus¬ 
tav Nyquist from Detroit for a 2019 sec¬ 
ond-round pick and a conditional 2020 
third-round draft pick. 

COLLEGE 

RUTGERS — Announced women’s 
basketball coach C. Vivian Stringer will 
take off the rest of the regular season. 
Named assistant coach Tim Eatman in¬ 
terim head coach. 


Delray Beach Open 

Sunday 

At Delray Beach, Fla. 

Purse: $582,550 (WT250) 

Surface: Hard-Outdoor 

Singles 

Championship 

Radu Albot, Moldova, def. Dan Evans, 
Britain, 3-6, 6-3, 7-6 (7). 

Doubles 

Championship 

Bob and Mike Bryan (1), United States, 
def. Ken and Neal Skupski (2), Britain, 7-6 
(5), 6-4. 

Rio Open 

Sunday 

At Rio de Janeiro 
Purse: $1.79 million (ATP500) 
Surface: Clay-Outdoor 

Championship 

Laslo Djere, Serbia, def. Felix Auger- 
Aliassime, Canada, 6-3,7-5. 

Hungarian Ladies Open 

Sunday 

At Budapest, Hungary 
Purse: $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Hard-Indoor 

Championship 

Alison Van Uytvanck (1), Belgium, def. 
Marketa Vondrousova (8), Czech Repub¬ 
lic, 1-6, 7-5, 6-2. 

Doubles 

Championship 

Ekaterina Alexandrova and Vera 
Zvonareva, Russia, def. Fanny Stollar, 
Hungary, and Heather Watson (3), Brit¬ 
ain, 6-4, 4-6,10-7. 

Open 13 Provence 

Sunday 

At Marseille, France 

Purse: $754,800 (WT250) 

Surface: Hard-Indoor 

Championship 

Stefanos Tsitsipas (1), Greece, def. 
Mikhail Kukushkin, Kazakhstan, 7-5, 7-6 
(5). 

Doubles 

Championship 

Jeremy Chardy and Fabrice Martin, 
France, def. Ben McLachlan, Japan, and 
Matwe Middelkoops (3), Netherlands, 6- 
3, 6-7 (4), 10-3. 


College baseball 


Sunday’s scores 

EAST 

Air Force 6-7, Navy 4-2 
Dickinson 12, Albright 2 
Indiana St. 10, lonaO 
Lehigh 10-9, Mount St. Mary’s 5-4 
New Haven 14, Concordia (NY) 7 
UMass at CCSU, ccd. 

SOUTH 

Augusta 11, Ga. Southwestern 6 
Campbell 9, Georgetown 5 
Carson-Newman 15, Davis & Elkins 4 
Charlotte 9-3, Canisius 2-5 
Clarke 8-4, Bethel (Tenn.) 3-6 
Davenport 18-11, Merrimack 2-7 
ETSU 7-4, Wagner 1-3 
Ferrum 7, Denison 6 
Georgia 13-12, UMass.-Lowell 5-5 
Illinois 11, FAU 10,10 innings 
Jacksonville 16, Jacksonville St. 7 
Judson 8, Point Park 4 
Louisiana Tech 11-5, Troy 4-7 
Loyola (NO) 13-9, Rust 4-2 
LSU 4, Bryant 3 

Marshall 1, UNC Wilmington 0 
Maryland 9, Maine 6 
Michigan 6, The Citadel 3 
Middle Tenn. 1-1, Bradley 0-2, 2nd 
game 10 innings 

Mississippi St. 4, Southern Miss. 3 
N.C. Central 4-4, Delaware St. 1-3 
North Carolina 2-5, South Florida 1-3 
Old Dominion 12, Binghamton 9 
Point Park 9, Judson 6 
Sewanee 7, Carroll (Wis.) 5 
Siena Heights at Midway, ccd. 
Spalding 2, Case Western 0 
St. John’s 5-4, Western Carolina 2-13 
Stillman at Lane, ppd. 

Toledo 10-2, Belmont 7-5 
UAB 8-6, Holy Cross 2-2 
UT Martin 1-6, North Alabama 0-7 
Vanderbilt 6-6, Pepperdine 3-2 
W. Kentucky 10-5, E. Illinois 9-4, 1st 
game 10 innings 

Winthrop 3-7, George Mason 1-0 
MIDWEST 

Fontbonne 8, Nebraska Wesleyan 3 
Hillsdale 10, Maryville (Mo.) 8 
Morningside 12, Waldorf 7 
Rio Grande 13, Fisher 3 
Robert Morris-Chicago 9, Lawrence 
Tech 5 

Tabor 4, Bethany (Kan.) 3 
Wittenberg 6, Earlham 5 

SOUTHWEST 


Peru St. at Okla. Panhandle St., ccd. 
Science & Arts 4, LSU-Alexandria 2 
Texas-Rio Grande Valley 6, N. Dakota 
St. 4 

Texas-Tyler 3, Mary Hardin-Baylor 0 
UC Irvine 11, Rice 4 
UTSA 9, Dartmouth 5 

FAR WEST 

CS Northridge 7-15, Gonzaga 4-12, 2nd 
game 8 innings 

New Mexico 13-7, Niagara 3-4 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Syracuse’s Boeheim 
trying to cope with 
tragic car accident 



Michigan State forward Xavier Tillman, left, dunks in front of Michigan’s Jon Teske during the first half 
on Sunday in Ann Arbor, Mich. The Spartans won to move into sole possession of first in the Big Ten. 

Top 25 roundup 

Michigan State atop Big Ten 
after knocking off Michigan 


Associated. Press 

ANN ARBOR, Mich. — Under¬ 
estimate Tom Izzo and Michigan 
State at your peril. 

The Spartans are plenty dan¬ 
gerous — even when they’re 
short-handed and playing on the 
road against a highly ranked 
rival. 

Cassius Winston had 27 points 
and eight assists, and lOth-ranked 
Michigan State moved into sole 
possession of first place in the Big 
Ten with a 77-70 victory over No. 
7 Michigan on Sunday. 

Kenny Goins had 16 points and 
11 rebounds, and Xavier Tillman 
added 14 points for the Spartans, 
who snapped Michigan’s 22-game 
winning streak at Crisler Center 
despite being without two of their 
top three scorers. 

“I don’t need to be an underdog 
anymore — those days are over,” 
said Izzo, who moved within 
three victories of 600 as Michi¬ 
gan State’s coach. “I don’t need 
to have anybody feel sorry for us. 
Those days are over. Doesn’t mat¬ 
ter, nobody cares — put a jersey 
on a kid and he goes.” 

Joshua Langford is out for the 
season, and Nick Ward is recov¬ 
ering from a broken hand, but 
Goins and Tillman produced in 
Ward’s absence. 

Michigan (24-4,13-4) led by six 
early in the second half, but that 
advantage was short lived. Down 
51-45, the Spartans (23-5, 14-3) 
outscored Michigan 21-7 to take 
control. The Wolverines shot 2- 
for-14 from three-point range in 
the second half. 

Michigan had won three 
straight games in this series, in¬ 


cluding two last year when Zavier 
Simpson more than held his own 
against Winston in the matchup 
of point guards. 

Winston was terrific Sunday, 
though, keeping his team afloat 
early in the second half and lead¬ 
ing a 77-point effort against one 
of the best defensive teams in the 
country. Michigan State had only 
six turnovers, negating an area 
that figured to be a Michigan 
advantage. 

“I just led the guys and made 
big plays down the stretch, but 
this was a team win,” Winston 
said. “Everybody stepped up. 
Kenny had a big game. (Matt) 
McQuaid made some big shots. 
This is really a team win and 
that’s the best part.” 

Simpson led Michigan with 
19 points. Both he and Winston 
played the full 40 minutes. 

“They were much better than 
us in just about everything,” Wol¬ 
verines coach John Beilein said. 
“Offense, defense, got to the foul 
line more. First half was huge 
where we allowed five threes. 
Second half was much better de¬ 
fense by us, but... we’re going to 
have to play better than that.” 

The Spartans are now alone 
atop the Big Ten after entering 
the game in a first-place tie with 
Michigan and No. 15 Purdue. 
Michigan State hosts Michigan in 
a rematch March 9. 

The Wolverines now face an 
uphill climb to win the Big Ten. 
In addition to the road game 
against Michigan State, Michi¬ 
gan still has to play at Maryland 
as well. The way the Wolverines 
have played defense this season, 


it was a surprise that 70 points 
wasn’t enough to win. 

Xavier 66, No. 17 Villanova 

54: The Musketeers ran to the 
student section to slap hands 
after their biggest win of the sea¬ 
son. A couple of weeks ago, no¬ 
body could have anticipated them 
knocking off the visiting Wildcats 
by double digits. 

Naji Marshall scored 17 points 
and Xavier used a big surge in 
the second half to rally past Vil¬ 
lanova, leaving the Wildcats with 
three straight losses in Big East 
play for the first time since the 
conference was reconfigured. 

It was only Xavier’s second win 
against the Wildcats in the Big 
East. 

“I’ve never beaten ‘Nova in 
my career,” junior point guard 
Quentin Goodin said. “Having all 
the doubters against us, I feel we 
proved a point today.” 

The Musketeers (15-13, 7- 
8) won their fourth straight — 
matching their season high — and 
ended their run of lopsided losses 
against the Wildcats. Villanova 
(20-8,11-4) had won five in a row 
against the Musketeers, including 
an 85-75 victory on Jan. 18. 

That loss started a six-game 
Xavier losing streak that dropped 
the defending regular season 
champions to last in the Big East. 
Now they’re on their way back 
up. 

“We’re a heck of a lot better than 
we were then — a lot,” coach Tra¬ 
vis Steele said. “Dramatically.” 

Marshall had seven points dur¬ 
ing a 17-0 run that gave Xavier 
its first lead midway through the 
second half. 


By John Kekis 

Associated Press 

SYRACUSE, N.Y. — The part 
of every college basketball season 
that players and coaches covet 
looms in less than a month. For 
Syracuse coach Jim Boeheim, the 
NCAA Tournament doesn’t even 
register as he tries to cope with a 
fatal accident that occurred with 
him at the wheel. 

Boeheim struck and killed 51- 
year-old Jorge Jimenez on a dark 
highway after a big home win 
over Louisville last Wednesday 
night. Boeheim swerved in his 
SUV to avoid a disabled car that 
was perpendicular across two 
lanes and hit Jimenez as he was 
trying to get to safety. 

Police called it a tragic acci¬ 
dent, saying no criminal charges 
are expected, and commended 
the 74-year-old Boeheim for his 
reaction, calling 911 and using his 
cellphone light to warn oncoming 
cars of the collision. 

That’s little solace for the long¬ 
time head coach. 

“This is something that will be 
with me for the rest of my life,” 
Boeheim said in the emotional af¬ 
termath of Saturday night’s 75-65 
loss to top-ranked Duke. “Tues¬ 
day it’s not going to be better. It’s 
not going to be better next week. 
It’s not going to be better next 
month. It’s not going to be bet¬ 
ter next year. This is something 
that’s there forever for me.” 

The game was Boeheim’s first 
public appearance since the ac¬ 
cident, and he was greeted with a 
loud cheer from the record crowd 
of 35,642 at the Carrier Dome. 
Afterward, Boeheim, who said he 
coached the game because he felt 
an obligation to his players, ap¬ 
peared emotionally spent. 

“I can’t describe the feelings 
I’ve had since Wednesday night,” 
said Boeheim, in his 43rd year 
as head coach at his alma mater. 
“I don’t think I can make any¬ 
one understand who hasn’t been 
there. I don’t. 


“I’ve always felt in life, you get 
a lot of things you have to over¬ 
come. There’s nothing like this 
when a human life is lost and you 
are there. I can’t describe it to 
you.” 

There was a moment of silence 
before the game for Jimenez and 
his family — that came after 
an introduction in English and 
Spanish. 

Boeheim said he’s been in touch 
with the Jimenez family. 

“I intend to try and do that as I 
can in the future,” he said. “This 
is isn’t about me, it doesn’t mat¬ 
ter how I feel. It’s about how they 
feel and what’s happened to them. 
There’s just nothing I can say 
about it.” 

Duke coach Mike Krzyzewski, 
a close friend of Boeheim, fought 
his emotions, too, when the two 
exchanged a warm hug before 
the game. 

“That was such an incredible 
environment. Everything was 
beautiful,” Krzyzewski said. “The 
support the fans gave the team 
and the support they gave Jim 
was great and such an emotional 
time. Jim has created a family. 
Going through this situation the 
whole family feels it and I could 
feel it.” 

Syracuse (18-8) plays three of 
its last four regular-season games 
on the road beginning Tuesday 
night at No. 8 North Carolina. 

“This could happen to any¬ 
body. It was one of those human 
things,” Krzyzewski said. “I’m 
sorry they happen, but they hap¬ 
pen. The only way to get past it 
is to do the human things — the 
love, the support, the understand¬ 
ing. We’ll help him. 

“I told his staff, ‘Help my 
friend.’ And I told his team, ‘Help 
my friend.’ And I know the com¬ 
munity will help him. That was 
beautiful what you all did. Wow! 
I get chills thinking about it. It 
shows how much he and his fami¬ 
ly is loved here, and rightfully so. 

“He’ll be good. He’s tough. He’s 
tough as can be.” 



Nick Lisi/AP 


Syracuse coach Jim Boeheim, right, and his son Buddy Boeheim, 
left, sit on the bench in the final minutes of the game against Duke 
on Saturday, Boeheim’s first since a fatal accident. 
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GOLF/SPORTS BRIEFS 


Johnson earns 
20th title with 
5-shot victory 

By Doug Ferguson 

Associated Press 

MEXICO CITY — Dustin Johnson arrived in 
Mexico trying to figure out what was wrong with 
his swing. He left Sunday night with his 20th career 
PGA Tour victory, his sixth World Golf Champion¬ 
ship and now wonders how far that will take him. 

Over 72 holes, only two were worse than par. No 
one got closer than two shots to him all weekend. 

Johnson overcame a sloppy start, caught a good 
break from behind a tree and made the rest look 
easy, just like when he was on top of his game two 
years ago. He closed with a 5-under 66 for a five- 
shot victory over Rory Mcllroy in the Mexico 
Championship. 

“This is a big one for me, and it gives me a lot of 
confidence for the rest of the year,” Johnson said. “I 
feel like the game is in good form right now.” 

Johnson becomes the 38th player in PGA Tour 
history with 20 victories, which makes him a life¬ 
time member when he puts in 15 years. 

He won on both sides of a four-week journey, 
which started with his victory in the Saudi Interna¬ 
tional, and he will return to No. 1 in the world next 
week. 

Mcllroy did all he could, making six birdies in a 
seven-hole stretch on the back nine, and closed with 
a 67. 

“I was making birdies and going nowhere,” Mcll¬ 
roy said. “He just played great this week. Hats off to 
him. He’s arguably the best player in the world. And 
he’s got two wins already this year, and he has been 
one of the best players for a long time.” 

Johnson won the Mexico Championship for the 
second time in three years. It was in 2017 when 
he was playing the best golf of his life, with three 
straight victories against the strongest fields, only to 
suffer a back injury when he slipped down the stairs 
in his rental house on the eve of the Masters. 

“It’s the closest I’ve felt to that since I got hurt two 
years ago,” Johnson said. “I finally feel like every¬ 
thing is getting very close to where I was then. ... 
If I know I’m hitting it well and driving it good, it’s 
going to give me a lot of confidence.” 

The only drama came early. 

Johnson had to make an 18-foot par on No. 2 to 
avoid a two-shot swing. He had to make a 6-foot putt 
to salvage bogey on the next hole to keep his lead at 
two. Mcllroy made bogey on the next hole, and then 
the tournament turned on two holes and two trees. 

Johnson hit iron off the tee to the right at No. 5 
and his ball settled right behind a tree. He called 
for a ruling, and showed the official that with a shot 
slightly behind toward the fairway, his right heel 
was on the curb of a cart path. 

He was given free relief, carved a punch 6-iron 
under the tree limbs and two-putted from 50 feet for 
an unlikely par. 

“I got a fortunate break there on No. 5 and ended 
up making a nice par,” he said. “Sometimes the 
rules work to your advantage.” 

On the par-5 sixth, Mcllroy went left and his ball 
settled behind a tree. He asked for relief and was 
denied. Mcllroy said he wanted to chip away from 
the fairway to an open area, and when he showed 
European Tour official Mike Stewart his intended 
shot, his right foot was on the path. However, to play 
at that angle, a 4-inch nob on the trunk blocked the 
path of his club, meaning Mcllroy wouldn’t be able 
to make contact. 

To play out left-handed, Mcllroy would have had 
to stretch his foot to reach the path. In both cases, 
relief was denied. Stewart said he asked Mcllroy if 
he wanted a second opinion, and Mcllroy declined. 
He punched out left-handed, and his third shot went 
into the water, leading to a bogey. 

Johnson made an 8-foot birdie, the lead was up to 
five shots and he was on his way. 

“I could definitely see where Mike was coming 
from,” Mcllroy said. “I was taking a stance that was 
hitting it one way, and my foot was on it. But I could 
sort of see his point, as well. That’s why I didn’t call 



Christian Palma/AP 


Dustin Johnson celebrates winning the Mexico 
Championship trophy at the Chapultepec Golf Club 
in Mexico City, on Sunday. It is his 20th career 
PGA Tour victory. 

for a second opinion. It wasn’t going to make much of 
a difference anyway. I was looking left, and I didn’t 
have much of a shot from there, either.” 

Johnson finished at 21-under 263, the lowest score 
by five shots in the three years at Chapultepec. Mc¬ 
llroy continue his solid run. This was his fourth 
consecutive finish in the top five, the longest such 
streak of his career. 

Tiger Woods got his first top 10 of the year, but it 
wasn’t all that inspiring. He again struggled on the 
poa greens of Chapultepec. Over the last two rounds, 
Woods hit 31 out of 36 greens in regulation and only 
had scores of 70 and 69 to show for it. 

For the second straight day, he declined to speak 
to reporters and gave comments only to a PGA Tour 
official. 

The best round belonged to Justin Thomas, who 
closed with a 62 before heading off to the Honda 
Classic to defend his title. 

Even so, this day was all about Johnson. He is 
off for two weeks before returning at The Players 
Championship, the Dell Match Play and the Mas¬ 
ters. He’s not about to relax now. 

“There’s too many important tournaments com¬ 
ing up,” Johnson said. “I want to keep my game as 
sharp as I can.” 


Briefly 

Rutgers' Stringer 
taking off the rest 
of regular season 


Associated Press 

Rutgers coach C. Vivian String¬ 
er, who this season posted her 
1,000th victory, is taking off the 
rest of the regular season on the 
advice of doctors. 

The announcement Sunday 
by the Big Ten school came 
three days after the 70-year-old 
Hall of Famer missed a game at 
Michigan. 

Rutgers said Stringer is ex¬ 
pected to return for the postsea¬ 
son. The Scarlet Knights (18-8, 
10-5) were ranked this month and 
are expected to make the NCAA 
Tournament. 

Assistant coach Tim Eatman 
will serve as acting coach through 
the Big Ten Tournament. 

“As you can imagine this was 
not an easy decision; however, in 
consultation with my doctors, it is 
in my best interest to spend time 
to get healthy before returning to 
the day-to-day grind of coaching,” 
Stringer said in a statement. 

“I know our young ladies can 
finish the season strong playing 
Scarlet Knight basketball and I 
will rejoin the team as soon as I 
can.” 

Federal law prevents the school 
from discussing her condition. 

Eatman served as acting head 
coach for three games following 
the illness and death of Stringer’s 
mother, Thelma Stoner, in 2016. 

Rutgers has three regular-sea¬ 
son games left, starting with a 
home game against Wisconsin on 
Monday. 

Stringer picked up her 1,000th 
win on Nov. 13 with a 73-44 de¬ 
cision over Central Connecticut 
State. 

She was the fifth Division I 
women’s coach to achieve the 
milestone and sixth overall. She 
is the first African-American 
coach to reach the mark. 

The others are Pat Sum- 
mitt, Geno Auriemma, Tara 
VanDerveer and Sylvia Hatch- 
ell. Division II coach Barbara 
Stevens also has won more than 
1,000 games. 

Stringer has a career mark of 
1015-410 in 48 seasons, making 
her the sixth winningest coach in 
women’s basketball. She is 495- 
275 in 24 seasons at Rutgers. 

Hicks, Yankees agree 
to $70M, 7-year deal 

NEW YORK — Making an¬ 
other move to keep their core of 
players together, the New York 
Yankees agreed to a $70 million, 
seven-year contract with outfield¬ 
er Aaron Hicks. 

Hicks’ agreement adds $64 mil¬ 
lion in guaranteed money over six 
seasons and club option for 2026 
that could make it worth $81.5 


million over eight seasons. 

A 29-year-old switch-hitter, 
Hicks took over as the Yankees 
primary center fielder last year 
and set career highs with 137 
games, 27 homers and 79 RBIs. 
He agreed on Jan. 11 to a $6 mil¬ 
lion, one-year contract and would 
have been eligible for free agency 
after this season. 

His new, superseding deal calls 
for a $2 million signing bonus 
payable within 30 days of the 
deal’s approval by the commis¬ 
sioner’s office and keeps the $6 
million salary this year. He gets 
$10.5 million annually from 2020- 
23 and $9.5 million in each of the 
following two seasons. The Yan¬ 
kees have a $12.5 million option 
for 2026 with a $1 million buyout. 

Hicks would get a $1 million 
assignment bonus the first time 
he is traded. He receives a hotel 
suite on road trips. 

Rebuilding Rangers 
send Hayes to Jets 

WINNIPEG, Manitoba — The 
New York Rangers continued 
their rebuilding effort Monday 
by sending center Kevin Hayes 
to the Winnipeg Jets for Brendan 
Lemieux, a first-round pick in the 
2019 NHL draft and a conditional 
selection. 

The 26-year-old Hayes, who 
can become an unrestricted free 
agent July 1, has 14 goals and 28 
assists in 51 games this season. 
He gives the Jets depth down the 
middle as they try to become the 
first Canadian-based team to win 
the Stanley Cup since 1993. The 
conditional pick only goes to New 
York if Winnipeg wins the Cup 
this spring. 

Hayes has 216 points (87 goals, 
129 assists) in 361 career NHL 
games. The native of Dorchester, 
Massachusetts, has added two 
goals and eight assists in 34 ca¬ 
reer playoff games. 

In other NHL news: 

■ The New Jersey Devils trad¬ 
ed goaltender Keith Kinkaid to 
the Columbus Blue Jackets for a 
fifth-round draft pick in 2022. 

The Devils announced the deal 
Monday, hours before the NHL 
trading deadline expires. 

The moved cleared the way for 
the Devils to recall goaltending 
prospect Mackenzie Blackwood 
from Binghamton of the AHL and 
join Cory Schneider in the nets. 

It’s also an insurance policy for 
the Blue Jackets since No. 1 goal- 
tender Sergei Bobrovsky has de¬ 
clined to sign contract extension 
and will be a free agent at the 
end of the season. There has been 
speculation he might be traded. 
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Red Sox manager 
Cora hoping to repeat 
in sophomore season 


By Jimmy Golen 

Associated Press 

FORT MYERS, Fla. — Alex 
Cora guided the Boston Red Sox 
to a franchise-record 108 wins 
and a World Series victory last 
season, and then he reported to 
his second spring training as a 
major league manager as if noth¬ 
ing had changed. 

Still just 43, Cora has a chance 
to be the first Red Sox manager to 
win back-to-back championships 
in more than 100 years. 

And he’s approaching it with 
the same, unruffled demeanor as 
when he was a rookie. 

“I think that’s why we were 
so consistent last year,” utility- 
man Brock Holt said this week 
as the team made the transition 
from workouts to the exhibition 
season. 

“If we won, we came in here, 
turned the music on, showered, 
went home. If we lost, we didn’t 
turn the music on,” Holt said. 
“That’s what helped us to be so 
consistent. It wasn’t any differ¬ 
ent; there was no panic. He stayed 
with his plan.” 

A native of Puerto Rico who 
is the first minority manager in 
franchise history and one of the 
youngest ever to run the Red Sox 
dugout, Cora didn’t need much 
time to figure things out in Bos¬ 
ton. After losing their opener, 
they won nine straight games and 
17 of the next 18. 

They finished the regular sea¬ 
son 108-54 — the best record in 
franchise history, and eight games 
ahead of the rival Yankees. They 
never lost more than three in a 
row, and their worst stretch of six 
losses in eight games came in Au¬ 
gust after they were already 50 
games above .500 with a double¬ 
digit lead in the division. 

Through it all, Cora never 
changed. 

“Over the course of 162 games, 
things aren’t always going to 
go well,” outfielder Andrew 
Benintendi said. “He stayed 
even-keeled.” 

But never distant. 

While some managers looked 
at the clubhouse as the players’ 
domain, Cora will be out among 
them, joking around or just 
checking in. It doesn’t hurt that 
he is only eight years older than 
first baseman Steve Pearce, and 
was teammates with second base- 
man Dustin Pedroia on the Bos¬ 
ton team that won it all in 2007. 

Holt called Cora “one of the 
smartest baseball people” he’s 
met, and noted that the manag¬ 
er’s ability to speak both Spanish 
and English also helps him relate 
to many of the team’s Hispanic 
players. 

“He’s one of the best commu¬ 
nicators I’ve ever been around in 
the game,” Holt said. “As players, 
we always know what to expect, 
what we need to do. You see him 
in here, joking around with guys. 
He talks to everyone. I enjoy 
being around someone who en¬ 
joys being around us.” 


Did you know 


43-year-old 

Red Sox manager 

Alex Cora has 

a chance to be 

the first Boston 

skipper to win back-to-back 

championships in more 

than 100 years. 



SOURCE: Associated Press 

The season-long effort to com¬ 
municate paid off after Game 3 
of the AL Division Series against 
the Yankees, when Holt became 
the first player in mqjor league 
history to hit for the cycle in a 
postseason game. 

Cora texted him that night 
to say he would be benched for 
Game 4 in favor of Ian Kinsler. 

“I expected it before it even 
happened,” Holt said. “I didn’t 
think anything about it. We all 
knew what’s happening, and what 
we were trying to do.” 

Kinsler doubled in the game’s 
first run and the Red Sox ad¬ 
vanced to the AL Championship 
Series. 

And Holt was back in the lineup 
for Game 1 against the Houston 
Astros. Boston lost that one before 
winning the next six games, tak¬ 
ing a 2-0 lead in the World Series 
before the Dodgers slowed them 
down with an 18-inning victory 
in Game 3. The Red Sox finished 
Los Angeles off in five games. 

Cora is the fifth Red Sox man¬ 
ager to win it all in his first sea¬ 
son in Boston, but the first ever to 
win as a managerial rookie. His 
.667 winning percentage is also 
the best in franchise history. 

Asked this week if there was 
anything he learned last year 
that he would do differently in his 
second season, Cora noted that 
it was coach Ramon Vazquez’s 
wife’s birthday, and that was an 
unexpected setback for the staff 
in 2018. 

“He forgot about it last year,” 
Cora said with a laugh. “So we 
made a point to FaceTime her. 
She’s in California, and we have 
a cake and balloons and every¬ 
thing. So we’re making adjust¬ 
ments on the fly. 

“We made sure he didn’t for¬ 
get this year,” Cora said. “Yeah, I 
mean, teamwork.” 



Charlie Riedel/AP 

Manny Machado smiles during his introductory news conference with the San Diego Padres. 


More than Machado 

Padres’ present lies with 4-time All-Star third baseman, 
but future of San Diego’s middle infield is just as exciting 


By Jack Thompson 

Associated Press 

PEORIA, Ariz. 
he San Diego Padres’ present got a 
lot better last week when they signed 
Manny Machado to play third base. 

The future up the middle looks very 
bright as well, with Fernando Tatis Jr. and Luis 
Urias coming through the system. 

Both were in the Padres’ lineup on Sunday 
when San Diego played the Chicago White Sox 
in spring training. Urias, batting second, went 0 
for 3 with two strikeouts but made a sparkling 
play in the field to take an infield hit away from 
Ryan Goins. Tatis, in the fifth spot, was 0-for-l 
with a walk, and scored on the second of Ader- 
lin Rodriguez’s two-run homers in a 5-4 Padres 
victory. 

“He’s unreal,” Urias said of Tatis. “He has a 
lot of energy and he brings a lot of that to the 
team. He can do it all.” 

But Urias figures to come first. The 21-year- 
old from Mexico has been a second baseman 
since he signed with the Padres, but may open 
the season at shortstop with the veteran Ian Kin¬ 
sler brought in to play second base this season 
for San Diego. 

“I’m just starting to keep my routine,” Urias 
said. “I don’t know where I’m going to play short 
or second. I’ve been playing second base most of 
the time. I signed as a shortstop but I don’t mind 
playing either one.” 



Soon, though, the 20-year-old Tatis will be 
joining him. 

Tatis is the No. 2-ranked prospect in baseball 
according to MLB.com and Baseball America. 
His father was a third baseman in the majors 
and once hit two grand slams in one inning for 
the St. Louis Cardinals. Tatis Jr., at age 19, hit 
.286 with 16 homers at San Antonio, the Padres’ 
Double-A affiliate. 

Urias is a highly touted prospect as well. He 
did make a brief appearance n the big leagues 
last year, batting .208 with a pair of homers in 48 
at-bats before being sidelined with a hamstring 
injury, but he says he is ready to go. 

For his career in the minors, he has hit .306 
with a .397 on-base percentage. 

“It’s just natural, since I was little,” Urias said 
of his selective strike zone. “I was kind of like 
the hitter who put the ball in play. ... I know my 
type of game and I just want to get on base. 

“We’re always improving something. I’m 
pretty excited to be back because i hurt my ham¬ 
string at the end of the year so I’m pretty happy 
right now because I’m healthy,” he said. 

Manager Andy Green is anxious to see how 
well Machado can mesh with his young team¬ 
mates — which could be a long-time combina¬ 
tion for the Padres, given that Machado is only 
26 and signed through 2028. 

“A great player is going to raise everyone 
else’s level of expectation of quality of play,” 
Green said. 
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AUTO RACING 


Keselowski shakes off flu to win Atlanta 


‘I’m not going to let 
anything get in way' 

By Jenna Fryer 

Associated Press 

HAMPTON, Ga. — Brad Keselowski 
had his hands full with a new car and a 
new rules package — enough to make for 
a trying race — before a stomach virus 
nearly flattened him. 

Keselowski missed a portion of final 
practice, received intravenous fluids at 
Atlanta Motor Speedway’s medical center, 
and had a replacement driver on standby 
Sunday in case he couldn’t make it the full 
500 miles. 

Sick day? No way. 

Keselowski recovered from flu-like 
symptoms to win at Atlanta and move past 
Mark Donohue as the winningest driver in 
Team Penske history. It was the first win 
for Ford’s new Mustang and a rebound for 
the manufacturer after Toyota swept the 
season-opening Daytona 500. 

“A race car driver is who I am. It’s what 
I do and what I love. I’m not going to let 
anything get in the way of it,” Keselowski 
said after the win. “We had the team to 
win, of course things still have to go your 
way, but I don’t want to be the reason why 
they don’t.” 

He was admittedly hot, tired and some¬ 
what dazed after 3V2 hour of racing. Had 
the event been one day earlier, Keselowski 
said he wouldn’t have been healthy enough 
to drive. He lost nearly 6 pounds battling 
the illness but wasn’t complaining after 
the win. 

“Whenever you have a fast car, it’s funny 
how fast those things disappear,” he said. 

Keselowski has proved his toughness be¬ 
fore, most notably in 2011 when he won at 
Pocono just days after breaking his ankle 
in a crash while testing. This time he fell 
ill late Friday night after surprising fans in 
the Atlanta infield with beer during their 
rainy night of partying. 

Keselowski’s wife also was sick, and Kes¬ 
elowski missed the start of Saturday’s final 
practice as Austin Cindric turned laps in 
the No. 2 Ford. Keselowski was able to 
complete two runs before practice ended, 
but medical workers took him via golf cart 
from the garage to receive treatment. 

“Whatever we had, I’m not sure what we 
had, it floored both of us,” he said. 

NASCAR debuted its new competition 
package Sunday that is designed to im¬ 
prove the on-track product and help the 
smaller teams contend. But the first look 
at the new rules was tempered because the 
abrasive asphalt at Atlanta is unlike any 
other surface NASCAR will race on this 
season. 

But it was clear NASCAR successfully 
designed a package that slowed the cars 
and bunched them closer together, which 
made for intense racing when the field was 
packed on restarts. The nature of Atlanta’s 
challenging 1.5-mile speedway led drivers 
to eventually fan out into single file, which 
NASCAR is trying to avoid, but the racing 
is expected to improve moving forward. 

“I saw a fairly entertaining race,” said 
Steve O’Donnell, NASCAR’s chief racing 
officer. “We didn’t know what to expect, 
either, and we thought this package would 
showcase itself more once we got to the 
West Coast. All in all, we are satisfied with 
the outcome and we’ve got a lot of work to 
do to go back and review it.” 

NASCAR’s final statistics showed most 
meaningful categories were up from last 



Brad Keselowski, right, celebrates in Victory Lane after winning a Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Series race at Atlanta Motor 
Speedway on Sunday in Hampton, Ga. Keselowski recovered from flu-like symptoms to race. 


i We didn’t 
know what 
to expect, 
either, and 
we thought 
this package 
would 
showcase 
itself more 
once we got 
to the West 
1 Coast . f 

Steve O’Donnell 

NASCAR’s chief 
racing officer 


year, including lead 
changes (25), pass¬ 
es for the lead (35) 
and so-called qual¬ 
ity passes. 

Keselowski, 
meanwhile, raced 
to his 60th win for 
Roger Penske to 
pass Indianapolis 
great Donohue’s 
mark as the team 
leader. He has won 
27 of his 28 Cup vic¬ 
tories for Penske. 

“I think when you 
go back and know 
what Mark meant 
to our team as we 
were building it 
over time, it really 


set a mark that in some cases we thought 
nobody would ever beat it,” Penske said. 
“But Brad had that on his windshield, he’s 
been looking at that now for a year, and 
he said this was the year he was going to 
make it happen.” 

Keselowski confirmed he’d been chasing 
the Penske record. 

“All wins are special but some just mean 
more,” Keselowski said. “And this one 
means more for many reasons. When you 
look at the list of (Penske) drivers, it’s a 
pretty big list, and it’s big not just with the 
amount of drivers but big with the super- 
star power, and just to be on that list as a 
winner means a lot, but to be on top of it 
means even more.” 

Martin Truex Jr. finished second in a 
rebound from his disappointing debut with 
Joe Gibbs Racing. His three JGR team¬ 
mates swept the podium in the Daytona 



Brad Keselowski leads a row of cars as they come through the front stretch during 
Sunday’s NASCAR race at Atlanta Motor Speedway. The nature of Atlanta’s speedway 
led drivers to eventually fan out into single file desppite the new rules package. 


500 while Truex failed to ever contend in 
his Toyota. He was unhappy after the race 
because he said lapped traffic slowed his 
shot at catching Keselowski. 

“Just a little upset,” Truex said. “We had 
the best car. We probably should have won 
that one.” 

Kurt Busch was third in a Chevrolet for 
Chip Ganassi Racing while celebrating 
his 650th career Cup start. Kyle Larson, 
his Ganassi teammate, led a race-high 142 
laps but was taken out of contention by a 
speeding penalty. 

“To finish third ... and to run with the 
who’s who of the sport, it just shows Ganas¬ 
si has got the right stuff,” Busch said. 

Kevin Harvick and Clint Bowyer round¬ 
ed out the top-five in a pair of Fords for 
Stewart-Haas Racing. 

Kyle Busch started last but drove 
through the field to finish sixth, a day after 
he became the Truck Series’ career victory 
leader with 52 victory. JGR teammate Erik 
Jones was seventh, pole-sitter Aric Almi- 
rola finished eighth. Chris Buescher was 
ninth in a strong finish for JTG-Daugherty 
Racing, while Daniel Suarez finished 10th 
in another SHR entry. 

Ryan Blaney, Keselowski’s teammate, 
led 41 laps until a poor pit stop ruined his 
race. 

Other items of interest from Atlanta: 

Look out: There was a crash on pit road 
for the second consecutive race and B.J. 
McLeod was in both wrecks. He crashed 
with teammate Cody Ware as they headed 
to the entrance to pit road in the Daytona 
500. At Atlanta, McLeod was hit by Ryan 
Preece as Preece was looking at his gauges 
and didn’t see McLeod in front of him. The 
contact ended Preece’s race. 

Up next: NASCAR heads to the West 
Coast for Sunday’s race at Las Vegas Motor 
Speedway. Harvick is the defending race 
winner. 
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Jeff Haynes/AP 


Stars goaltender Anton Khudobin stops the shot of Blackhawks center Jonathan Toews (19) during the 
second period of Sunday’s game in Chicago. Dallas won 4-3. 

Roundup 


Stars victory over Blackhawks 
marred by injury to Zuccarello 


Associated. Press 

CHICAGO — Jason Spezza 
broke a tie on a 5-on-3 power play 
midway through the third period 
and the Dallas Stars beat the Chi¬ 
cago Blackhawks 4-3 on Sunday 
after blowing a three-goal lead. 

Spezza took Alexander Radu- 
lov’s feed across the crease and 
tapped the puck past goalie Cam 
Ward. 

The victory was overshadowed 
by the loss of Mats Zuccarello 
with what he thought was a broken 
right arm in his first game with 
Dallas. Acquired from the New 
York Rangers on Saturday, Zucca¬ 
rello had a goal and assist, but left 
after two periods and is expected 
to be sidelined at least four weeks. 

Radulov and Radek Faksa 
also scored and Anton Khudobin 
made 44 saves for the Stars, fight¬ 
ing for a wild-card playoff spot in 
the Western Conference. 

Chicago star Patrick Kane was 
held off the scoresheet, ending his 
points streak at 20 games. Chris 
Kunitz, Drake Caggiula and Jona¬ 
than Toews tied it for Blackhawks 
after they fell behind 3-0 early in 
the second period. 

Coyotes 4, Jets 1: Lawson 
Crouse scored the go-ahead goal 
in the second period and host Ari¬ 
zona beat Winnipeg after retiring 
the No. 19 jersey of former cap¬ 
tain Shane Doan. 

Brad Richardson, Clayton 


Keller and Josh Archibald also 
scored for the Coyotes. Alex Goli- 
goski added two assists and Darcy 
Kuemper stopped 34 shots, send¬ 
ing the Central Division leaders 
to their fourth loss in five games. 

The Coyotes kept pace in the 
Western Conference playoff race, 
winning their third straight game 
and fourth in five. They are three 
points behind Minnesota for the 
second wild card. 

A sellout crowd was on hand 
to see Doan’s No. 19 raised to the 
rafters at Gila River Arena be¬ 
fore a game that matched the two 
teams he played for during his 21 
seasons in the NHL. 

Capitals 6, Rangers 5 (OT): 
Evgeny Kuznetsov scored at 4:20 
of overtime, just beating team¬ 
mate Alex Ovechkin to the puck, 
and Washington beat New York 
in its return from its longest road 
trip this season. 

Nicklas Backstrom scored his 
14th and 15th goals of the season 
and the second-place Capitals 
moved within two points of the 
Metropolitan Division-leading 
New York Islanders. 

Rangers defenseman Brady 
Skjei scored multiple goals for the 
first time in his career, his second 
tying the game with 31 seconds 
remaining in regulation. 

Wild 2, Blues 1 (OT): Ryan Do¬ 
nato scored at 2:29 of overtime to 
lift Minnesota past host St. Louis 
for its third straight victory. 


Donato launched a shot from 
behind the left circle past Jake 
Allen’s glove. Donato has four 
points in three games since being 
acquired from Boston. 

Jason Zucker also scored, and 
Devan Dubnyk stopped 27 shots. 
Alex Pietrangelo scored on a 
power play in the third period for 
St. Louis. The Blues lost for just 
the second time in 14 games. 

Sharks 5, Red Wings 3: Joe 
Pavelski had his fifth career hat 
trick, scoring twice in less than 
a minute late in the second peri¬ 
od, to help visiting San Jose beat 
Detroit. 

Brent Burns had a goal and as¬ 
sist, fellow defenseman Tim Heed 
also scored, and Aaron Dell made 
20 saves. Star defenseman Erik 
Karlsson sat out after aggravat¬ 
ing a groin injury at Columbus on 
Saturday night. 

Defenseman Mike Green had 
a goal and an assist, and Darren 
Helm and Gustav Nyquist also 
scored for Detroit. 

Flames 2, Senators 1:Austin 
Czarnik scored with 41 seconds 
remaining to lift Calgary past 
host Ottawa. 

Mikael Backlund also scored, 
and David Rittich made 22 saves 
to help Calgary win its fifth 
straight. 

Brady Tkachuk scored for the 
Senators in his first game against 
brother Matthew in the NHL. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Tampa Bay 62 47 11 4 98 244 163 

Boston 62 36 17 9 81 185 159 

Toronto 61 37 20 4 78 216 173 

Montreal 62 33 22 7 73 187 183 

Buffalo 61 29 24 8 66 176 189 

Florida 60 27 25 8 62 190 204 

Detroit 63 23 31 9 55 177 212 

Ottawa 62 22 35 5 49 187 228 

Metropolitan Division 
N.Y. Islanders 61 36 18 7 79 178 146 

Washington 63 35 21 7 77 213 203 

Columbus 61 35 23 3 73 195 180 

Carolina 62 33 23 6 72 181 170 

Pittsburgh 62 32 22 8 72 213 195 

Philadelphia 62 29 26 7 65 183 209 

N.Y. Rangers 62 27 26 9 63 183 207 

New Jersey 62 24 30 8 56 182 213 

Western Conference 

Central Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Winnipeg 62 37 21 4 78 210 185 

Nashville 64 36 23 5 77 193 169 

St. Louis 62 33 23 6 72 182 172 

Dallas 62 31 26 5 67 157 162 

Minnesota 63 30 27 6 66 173 184 

Colorado 62 27 24 11 65 206 196 

Chicago 63 26 28 9 61 211 236 

Pacific Division 

Calgary 62 39 16 7 85 225 180 

San Jose 63 37 18 8 82 228 197 

Vegas 63 32 26 5 69 185 181 

Arizona 62 29 28 5 63 164 177 

Vancouver 62 26 28 8 60 172 195 

Edmonton 61 26 29 6 58 171 202 

Anaheim 62 24 29 9 57 139 191 

Los Angeles 61 23 32 6 52 145 190 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Saturday’s games 
N.Y. Rangers 5, New Jersey 2 
Buffalo 5, Washington 2 
St. Louis 2, Boston 1, SO 
Carolina 3, Dallas 0 
Florida 6, Los Angeles 1 
Columbus 4, San Jose 0 
Colorado 5, Nashville 0 
Toronto 6, Montreal 3 
Philadelphia 4, Pittsburgh 3, OT 
N.Y. Islanders 4, Vancouver 0 
Edmonton 2, Anaheim 1 


iday’s gar 

Washington 6, N.Y. Rangers 5, OT 
San Jose 5, Detroit 3 
Dallas 4, Chicago 3 
Minnesota 2, St. Louis 1, OT 
Calgary 2, Ottawa 1 
Arizona 4, Winnipeg 1 

Monday’s games 
Buffalo at Toronto 
Montreal at New Jersey 
Los Angeles at Tampa Bay 
Edmonton at Nashville 
Florida at Colorado 
Anaheim at Vancouver 

Tuesday’s games 

Calgary vs. N.Y. Islanders at Nassau 
Veterans Memorial Coliseum 
San Jose at Boston 
Ottawa at Washington 
Los Angeles at Carolina 
Pittsburgh at Columbus 
Buffalo at Philadelphia 
Montreal at Detroit 
Nashville at St. Louis 
Minnesota at Winnipeg 
Florida at Arizona 
Dallas at Vegas 

Wednesday’s games 
Edmonton at Toronto 
Calgary at New Jersey 
Tampa Bay at N.Y. Rangers 
Vancouver at Colorado 
Chicago at Anaheim 

Sunday 

Avalanche 5, Predators 0 

Winnipeg 1 0 0—1 

Arizona 12 1—4 

First Period— 1, Winnipeg, Laine 28 
(Wheeler, Connor), 2:11 (pp). 2, Arizona, 
Richardson 12 (Hinostroza, Goligoski), 5:43. 

Second Period— 3, Arizona, Crouse 
10 (Hjalmarsson, Ekman-Larsson), 7:40. 
4, Arizona, Keller 12 (Goligoski, Gal- 
chenyuk), 13:46. 

Third Period— 5, Arizona, Archibald 9 
(Stepan), 19:29. 

Shots on Goal— Winnipeg 6-12-17-35. 
Arizona 9-9-6—24. 

Power-play opportunities— Winnipeg 
1 of 4; Arizona 0 of 2. 

Goalies— Winnipeg, Brossoit 10-4-2 (23 
shots-20 saves). Arizona, Kuemper 17-14- 
5 (35-34). 

A— 17,125 (17,125). T-2:27. 


Wild 2, Blues 1 (OT) 

St. Louis 0 0 1 0-1 

Minnesota 0 10 1—2 

Second Period— 1, Minnesota, Zucker 

15 (Staal, Brodin), 11:42. 

Third Period— 2, St. Louis, Pietrangelo 
9 (Bozak, Tarasenko), 7:26 (pp). 

Overtime— 3, Minnesota, Donato 7 
(Brodin, Parise), 2:29. 

Shots on Goal— St. Louis 5-13-10-28. 
Minnesota 8-13-13-1-35. 

Power-play opportunities— St. Louis 1 
of 2; Minnesota 0 of 3. 

Goalies-St. Louis, Allen 17-15-5 (35 
shots-33 saves). Minnesota, Dubnyk 24- 
21-5 (28-27). 

A-18,645 (18,064). T-2:30. 

Flames 2, Senators 1 

Calgary 1 0 1—2 

Ottawa 0 1 0-1 

First Period— 1, Calgary, Backlund 16 
(Bennett), 4:07. 

Second Period— 2, Ottawa, B.Tkachuk 
14 (Chabot), 15:38. 

Third Period— 3, Calgary, Czarnik 6 
(Frolik, Jankowski), 19:19. 

Shots on Goal— Calgary 13-10-12-35. 
Ottawa 11-7-5-23. 

Power-play opportunities— Calgary 0 
of 3; Ottawa 0 of 3. 

Goalies— Calgary, Rittich 21-5-5 (23 
shots-22 saves). Ottawa, Anderson 14- 
20-3 (35-33). 

A—13,160 (18,572). T-2:27. 

Stars 4, Blackhawks 3 

Dallas 2 11-4 

Chicago 0 2 1-3 

First Period— 1, Dallas, Faksa 11 (Dick¬ 
inson, Zuccarello), 11:35. 2, Dallas, Radu¬ 
lov 17 (Heiskanen), 17:28. 

Second Period— 3, Dallas, Zuccarello 
12 (Lindell, Seguin), 1:44. 4, Chicago, 
Kunitz 2 (Keith, Kruger), 2:58. 5, Chicago, 
Caggiula 11 (Gustafsson, Keith), 15:37. 

Third Period— 6 , Chicago, Toews 29 
(Gustafsson), 4:16 (pp). 7, Dallas, Spezza 
8 (Klingberg, Radulov), 8:55 (pp). 

Shots on Goal— Dallas 12-14-3-29. 

Chicago 13-20-14-47. 

Power-play opportunities— Dallas 1 of 
2; Chicago 1 of 5. 

Goalies— Dallas, Khudobin 12-13-3 (47 
shots-44 saves). Chicago, Ward 14-10-4 
(29-25). 

A—21,474 (19,717). T-2:31. 

Sharks 5, Red Wings 3 

San Jose 1 3 1-5 

Detroit 2 1 0-3 

First Period— 1, San Jose, Heed 2 

(Vlasic, Labanc), 3:46. 2, Detroit, Helm 6 
(Green, Abdelkader), 14:39.3, Detroit, Ny¬ 
quist 16 (Bertuzzi, Larkin), 19:23. 

Second Period— 4, Detroit, Green 5 
(Mantha, Abdelkader), 8:00. 5, San Jose, 
Burns 13 (Couture, Meier), 13:50. 6, San 
Jose, Pavelski 33 (Burns, Thornton), 15:50 
(pp). 7, San Jose, Pavelski 34 (Vlasic, 
Hertl), 16:45. 

Third Period— 8 , San Jose, Pavelski 35 
(Couture), 19:00. 

Shots on Goal— San Jose 5-16-16—37. 
Detroit 15-3-5-23. 

Power-play opportunities— San Jose 1 
of 3; Detroit 0 of 2. 

Goalies— San Jose, Dell 8-6-3 (23 shots- 
20 saves). Detroit, Bernier 6-15-4 (36-32). 
A-19,515 (20,000). T-2:32. 

Capitals 6, Rangers 5 (OT) 

N.Y. Rangers 1 1 3 0-5 

Washington 2 12 1-6 

First Period —1, N.Y. Rangers, Kreider 
26 (Zibanejad, Vesey), 0:21. 2, Wash¬ 
ington, Backstrom 14 (Carlson, Oshie), 
18:42. 3, Washington, Kempny 6 (Con¬ 
nolly, Burakovsky), 19:03. 

Second Period— 4, Washington, Wilson 
17 (Eller, Vrana), 5:09 (pp). 5, N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers, Skjei 5 (Brickley, Andersson), 18:18. 

Third Period— 6 , N.Y. Rangers, Vesey 
15, 0:21. 7, Washington, Dowd 6 (Boyd, 
Orpik), 2:25. 8, Washington, Backstrom 
15, 3:01. 9, N.Y. Rangers, Namestnikov 
8 (Pionk, DeAngelo), 6:01 (pp). 10, N.Y. 
Rangers, Skjei 6 (Shattenkirk, Zibane¬ 
jad), 19:29. 

Overtime— 11, Washington, Kuznetsov 

16 (Ovechkin, Orlov), 4:20. 

Shots on Goal— N.Y. Rangers 7-13-10- 
1-31. Washington 7-13-12-3-35. 

Power-play opportunities— N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers 1 of 4; Washington 1 of 3. 

Goalies— N.Y. Rangers, Lundqvist 17- 
16-9 (35 shots-29 saves). Washington, 
Copley 14-5-3 (31-26). 

A-18,506 (18,277). T-2:39. 



Nick Wass/AP 


New York Rangers winger Pavel Buchnevich, left, skates with the 
puck ahead of the Capitals’ Dmitry Orlov on Sunday in Washington. 
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NBA 


Scoreboard 


Roundup 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 


Toronto 
Philadelphia 
Boston 
Brooklyn 
New York 

Charlotte 

Orlando 

Miami 

Washington 

Atlanta 

Milwaukee 

Indiana 

Detroit 

Chicago 

Cleveland 


L Pet GB 

44 17 .721 - 

38 22 .633 5'/z 

37 23 .617 6V4 

31 30 .508 13 

12 48 .200 31V4 

Southeast Division 

28 31 .475 - 

28 33 .459 1 

26 32 .448 lVi 

24 36 .400 4V4 

20 40 .333 8'/2 

Central Division 

“ 14 .763 

20 .667 


28 30 .483 16'/2 


16 


46 .233 31V4 


Western Conference 


Southwest Division 


Houston 
San Antonio 
New Orleans 

Memphis 


34 25 .576 - 

33 28 .541 2 

27 34 .443 8 


Denver 
Oklahoma City 
Portland 
Utah 

Minnesota 


Northwest Division 


Golden State 
L.A. Clippers 
Sacramento 

Phoenix 


Pacific Division 


18 .695 
21 .644 
23 .610 
26 .559 
31 .475 


17 .712 
33 28 .541 

31 28 .525 

29 30 .492 

11 50 .180 

Sunday’s games 
Orlando 113, Toronto 98 
Denver 123, L.A. Clippers 96 
New York 130, San Antonio 118 
Monday’s games 
Golden State at Charlotte 
Indiana at Detroit 
Portland at Cleveland 
Phoenix at Miami 
San Antonio at Brooklyn 
Atlanta at Houston 
L.A. Lakers at Memphis 
Milwaukee at Chicago 
Philadelphia at New Orleans 
Sacramento at Minnesota 
Dallas at L.A. Clippers 

Tuesday's games 
Orlando at New York 
Boston at Toronto 
Oklahoma City at Denver 

Wednesday's games 
Houston at Charlotte 
Golden State at Miami 
Minnesota at Atlanta 
Washington at Brooklyn 
Chicago at Memphis 
Portland at Boston 
Detroit at San Antonio 
Indiana at Dallas 
L.A. Clippers at Utah 
Milwaukee at Sacramento 
New Orleans at L.A. Lakers 


Harden, HOU 
George, OKC 
Curry, GOL 
Davis, NOR 
Durant, GOL 


G OFF DEF 

Drummond, DET 55 280 550 

Jordan, NYK 58 189 593 

Embiid, PHL 54 134 594 

Gobert, UTA 59 223 538 

Davis, NOR 46 147 441 

Assists 


G FG FT PTSAVG 

55 592 546 2006 36.5 
58 550 339 1664 28.7 
48 461 204 1377 28.7 
46 457 326 1281 27.8 
) 575 371 1630 27.6 

TOT AVG 

830 15.1 
782 13.5 
728 13.5 
761 12.9 
588 12.8 


Westbrook, OKC 
Lowry, TOR 
Holiday, NOR 
Simmons, PHL 
Harden, HOU 


51 


AST AVG 

560 11.0 
447 9.1 


61 480 7.9 


Sunday 

Magic 113, Raptors 98 

ORLANDO - Isaac 5-11 3-4 16, Gordon 

2- 11 3-4 7, Vucevic 10-17 0-0 23, Augustin 
5-6 0-2 12, Fournier 4-11 1-1 11, Iwundu 2- 
5 1-2 5, Birch 2-4 0-0 4, Ross 9-21 7-7 28, 
Grant 3-5 0-0 7. Totals 42-91 15-20 113. 

TORONTO - Anunoby 2-6 0-0 5, Siakam 

3- 10 2-2 10, Gasol 7-13 1-2 16, Lowry 6-13 
5-5 19, Green 4-9 0-0 10, Powell 0-3 0-0 0, 
Boucher 0-1 0-0 0, Ibaka 7-14 0-0 14, Lin 
2-8 2-4 6, Meeks 4-9 0-0 10, McCaw 3-5 1-1 
8. Totals 38-91 11-14 98. 

Orlando 25 28 27 33-113 

Toronto 15 35 21 27- 98 

Three-Point Goals—Orlando 14-36 
(Vucevic 3-4, Isaac 3-6, Ross 3-8, Augus¬ 
tin 2-2, Fournier 2-8, Grant 1-1, Iwundu 0- 
3, Gordon 0-4), Toronto 11-28 (Green 2-4, 
Siakam 2-4, Meeks 2-5, Lowry 2-6, Gasol 
1-1, McCaw 1-1, Anunoby 1-2, Boucher 0- 
1, Ibaka 0-1, Powell 0-1, Lin 0-2). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Orlando 52 
(Vucevic 12), Toronto 42 (Siakam 11). As¬ 
sists—Orlando 29 (Augustin 8), Toronto 
30 (Lowry 10). Total Fouls—Orlando 16, 
Toronto 20. Technicals—Toronto coach 
Raptors (Defensive three second). A— 
19,800 (19,800). 


Knicks 130, Spurs 118 

SAN ANTONIO - Bertans 1-4 2-2 4, Gay 
4-10 1-1 10, Aldridge 7-12 4-4 18, Forbes 
4-12 5-5 15, DeRozan 12-22 8-10 32, Cun¬ 
ningham 2-3 0-0 4, Pondexter 2-3 3-3 7, 
Metu 0-0 0-0 0, Gasol 0-2 0-0 0, Poeltl 6-7 
0-1 12, Mills 2-14 2-2 8, Belinelli 2-5 3-3 8. 
Totals 42-94 28-31 118. 

NEW YORK - Knox 8-18 2-3 19, Thomas 
7-13 0-0 16, Vonleh 1-3 1-1 3, Smith Jr. 8-17 
2-3 19, Dotson 9-17 1-2 27, Ellenson 0-1 0-0 
0, Robinson 5-7 5-7 15, Mudiay 8-10 0-0 19, 
Jenkins 1-2 0-0 3, Trier 3-10 3-3 9. Totals 
50-98 14-19 130. 

San Antonio 26 27 30 35-118 

New York 30 32 32 36-130 

Three-Point Goals—San Antonio 6-24 
(Mills 2-7, Forbes 2-8, Gay 1-2, Belinelli 
1-3, Cunningham 0-1, Bertans 0-3), New 
York 16-37 (Dotson 8-13, Mudiay 3-5, 
Thomas 2-4, Jenkins 1-1, Smith Jr. 1-1, 
Knox 1-6, Vonleh 0-1, Ellenson 0-1, Trier 
0-5). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—San 
Antonio 50 (DeRozan, Poeltl 9), New York 
49 (Robinson 14). Assists—San Antonio 
18 (DeRozan, Mills 4), New York 25 (Smith 
Jr. 13). Total Fouls—San Antonio 20, New 
York 27. A-18,019 (19,812). 


Nuggets 123, Clippers 96 

L.A. CLIPPERS - Shamet 3-6 1-1 8, Gal- 
linari 6-13 7-7 19, Zubac 4-11 0-0 8, Bever¬ 
ley 0-1 2-2 2, Gilgeous-Alexander 0-9 1-2 

1, Green 4-9 4-6 13, Motley 1-2 3-4 5, Har¬ 
rell 3-7 2-2 8, Robinson 1-6 0-0 2, Wallace 

1- 2 0-0 2, Thornwell 0-2 0-0 0, Temple 1-4 

2- 2 4, Williams 6-15 11-11 24. Totals 30-87 
33-37 96. 

DENVER - Barton 1-6 0-0 3, Millsap 8- 
13 3-6 21, Jokic 9-16 4-6 22, Murray 6-12 
2-3 16, Beasley 3-4 0-0 8, Craig 2-3 1-1 5, 
Hernangomez 0-0 1-3 1, Vanderbilt 1-10-2 

2, Lydon 0-0 0-0 0, Plumlee 2-3 4-4 9, Mor¬ 
ris 5-8 0-0 12, Thomas 3-11 4-4 10, Harris 
4-8 4-6 14. Totals 44-85 23-35 123. 

L.A. Clippers 27 29 21 19- 96 

Denver 34 30 33 26-123 

Three-Point Goals—L.A. Clippers 3-21 
(Shamet 1-3, Green 1-4, Williams 1-5, Bev¬ 
erley 0-1, Temple 0-1, Robinson 0-1, Galli- 
nari 0-3, Gilgeous-Alexander 0-3), Denver 
12-34 (Morris 2-3, Beasley 2-3, Harris 2- 
4, Millsap 2-5, Murray 2-6, Plumlee 1-1, 
Barton 1-4, Craig 0-1, Jokic 0-2, Thomas 
0-5). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—L.A. 
Clippers 38 (Green 9), Denver 56 (Jokic, 
Millsap 16). Assists—L.A. Clippers 20 
(Beverley, Gilgeous-Alexander 4), Denver 
30 (Murray 6). Total Fouls—L.A. Clippers 
27, Denver 28. Technicals—Denver coach 
Nuggets (Defensive three second) 2. A— 
19,956 (19,520). 



David Zalubowski/AP 

Nuggets center Nikola Jokic argues with referee Courtney Kirkland 
after he called Jokic for a foul against the Los Angeles Clippers 
during Sunday’s game in Denver. The Nuggets won 123-96. 


Magic end Raptors' streak at 7 



Frank Gunn/AP 


Magic guard Terrence Ross drives against the Raptors’ OG Anunoby, 
right, during Sunday’s game in Toronto. Orlando won 113-98. 


Associated Press 

TORONTO — Terrence Ross 
and the Orlando Magic shook off 
the disappointment of a difficult 
loss by taking down Ross’ former 
team. 

Ross scored 28 points, Nikola 
Vucevic had 23 points and 12 re¬ 
bounds and the Magic beat the 
Raptors 113-98 on Sunday, end¬ 
ing Toronto’s winning streak at 
seven. 

Jonathan Isaac scored 16 points 
and D.J. Augustin had 12 as the 
Magic won for the sixth time in 
seven games. Orlando had won a 
season-best five straight before a 
110-109 home loss to Chicago on 
Friday, its first game following 
the All-Star break. 

“This is the part of the season 
where you’ve got to move for¬ 
ward, no matter what,” Ross said 
of moving past Friday’s narrow 
defeat. “You can’t let that de¬ 
termine how you start the next 
game. You’ve got to make sure 
that you’re ready to play.” 

Ross, who played 4V4 seasons 
in Toronto, connected on nine of 
21 attempts, including three of 
eight from three-point range, and 
matched his season high with nine 
rebounds. He has led the Magic in 
scoring 11 times this season, in¬ 
cluding five of the past 10 games. 

“He’s been great,” Vucevic 
said. “When he scores for us 
like that, it just gives us a huge 
advantage.” 

Kyle Lowry had 19 points and 


10 assists and Pascal Siakam had 
10 points and 11 rebounds for the 
Raptors, who lost for the first time 
since Jan. 31 against Milwaukee. 

Raptors forward Kawhi Leon¬ 
ard (rest) did not play after scor¬ 
ing 25 points, 19 of them in the 
second half, in Friday’s home win 
over San Antonio. Toronto is 13-4 
without Leonard. 

Orlando is one of three Eastern 
Conference teams with multiple 
victories against Toronto this 
season. Milwaukee (three wins) 
and Boston (two) are the others. 
Toronto has also lost twice to 
Denver. 


Nuggets 123, Clippers 96: 

Nikola Jokic had 22 points and 
16 rebounds, Paul Millsap had 21 
points and 16 rebounds and host 
Denver breezed past cold-shoot- 
ing Los Angeles for its fourth con¬ 
secutive victory. 

The Nuggets improved to 26- 
4 at home and, at 41-18 overall, 
pulled within a game of West¬ 
ern Conference-leading Golden 
State. 

Knicks 130, Spurs 118: Da- 

myean Dotson scored 27 points 
and New York beat San Antonio 
to snap its franchise-record home 
losing streak at 18 games. 


Unhappy: Players and coaches have already 
been fined more than $2.2 million this season 


FROM BACK PAGE 

others, and some coaches do tactical outbursts for 
the good of their teams. So even if we go to teams 
and they don’t have a lot of issues... we want to keep 
the dialogue open.” 

Kerr got fined $25,000 earlier this month for ver¬ 
bally abusing referee Ken Mauer, and the tirade 
was at the level where the Warriors’ coach obviously 
knew it would be costing him cash so he decided to 
get his money’s worth. He got ejected, the Warriors 
lost that night in Portland, but writing that check 
probably earned him some more points with players 
who always need to know that their coach has their 
back. 

Kerr actually likes Mauer, and believes he’s one of 
the best refs in the league. 

That being said, Kerr also said the coach-ref dy¬ 
namic is almost always weird. 

“I don’t know why anybody would want to be a 
ref,” Kerr said. “What a brutal job.” 

Harden also got fined $25,000 for saying that Fos¬ 
ter should no longer work Houston’s games, after the 
Rockets were upset with a number of calls in their 
loss to the Los Angeles Lakers. Foster is tradition¬ 
ally one of the league’s highest-rated refs, and it’s a 
really good bet that at some point in this postseason 
the Rockets will be playing a big game and Foster 
will be out there. 

Johnson and referee-tumed-league-executive 
Monty McCutchen have made improving relations 
a top priority. They’re talking to every team again 
about finding common ground — just as they did 
around this time last year. 

“I think there’s progress,” Johnson said. “It’s still 
the same passionate game, a tough game and the 
stakes are up now.” 

Players and coaches have been fined more than 


$2.2 million already this season for technicals, ejec¬ 
tions and other reasons for sanctioning by the league 
office — not counting salaries lost to suspensions. 

And if there’s any good to be derived from behav¬ 
ing badly, it’s this: That $2.2 million (and more to 
come) goes to charities chosen by the NBA and the 
players’ union. 

Crunch time: Forget his streak of eight straight 
appearances in the NBA Finals. LeBron James’ 
streak of 13 straight trips to the playoffs is in major 
peril. 

James and the Los Angeles Lakers (29-30) are 
currently 10th in the Western Conference. And the 
Lakers do not have the easiest stretch run in the 
NBA, either. 

When he signed with L. A., James knew getting the 
Lakers to the playoffs in Year 1 would be a test. But 
it’s proving to be a bigger mountain to climb than he 
imagined, partly because of injuries that the Lakers 
have been dealing with and partly because not all 
of his teammates have a real understanding yet of 
what it takes to get into the postseason. 

“I knew it was going to be very challenging, just 
because of the experience that the roster had at that 
point in time,” James said. “I knew it was going to be 
challenging from that sense, but I felt like we could 
still play better basketball.” 

They still have to face Milwaukee and Utah twice, 
plus have a five-game Eastern Conference road trip 
in mid-March and four back-to-backs left to navi¬ 
gate. Among the other top teams left on the Lakers’ 
schedule: Boston, Denver, Golden State, Oklahoma 
City, Portland and Toronto. 

Assuming it’ll take 44 wins — basically the aver¬ 
age needed over the last five years — to secure the 
No. 8 seed in the West, that means the Lakers would 
have to finish 15-8 to get into the playoffs. 
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Losing their cool 

League unhappy with rising tensions between teams, referees 


By Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

T he NBA is not happy that tensions 
between teams and referees seem 
to be rising. 

Then again, ‘tis the season. 
Playoff-race pressure is real, and the NBA 
thinks — or hopes — that some tantrums in 
recent weeks can be attributed to that and 
not an eroding of the always-tenuous rela¬ 
tionship between those who commit infrac¬ 
tions and those who call them. Golden State 


coach Steve Kerr smashing clipboards and 
Houston star James Harden calling out 
longtime official Scott Foster are sights and 
sounds that the league doesn’t want, so the 
NBA is once again reaching out to teams 
to offer reminders about not going too far 
when ripping the refs. 

“This is the dark ages of the season,” said 
Michelle Johnson, the NBA’s senior vice 
president and head of referee operations. 
“Teams are shaping up where they stand 
and it matters more to some teams than 
SEE UNHAPPY ON PAGE 31 


I don’t 
know 
why 

anybody 
would want 
to be a ref. 

What a brutal job. * 

Steve Kerr 

Golden State Warriors coach 



No. 10 Michigan St. upsets No. 7 Michigan 
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